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Chair Spence Tower called the meeting to order and introduced today’s topics. He also
announced that the SPARC summer retreat will be June 19" in West Commons.

Free the Textbook: Reducing Student Debt
Kristy Motz provided a power point and a presentation on Open Educational Resources
aided by Mike Berghoef, Denise Cosper and Sara Rescoe. Highlights of the presentation
were the cost savings to students, student success, retention and better grades because
students are actually using the new materials.

Center for Academic Literacies: HLC Quality Initiative

Paul Blake gave a presentation on the Center for Academic Literacies and how it ties into
the quality initiative for the Higher Learning Commission upcoming visit. The discussion



focused on recognizing students that might be struggling because of certain issues and
using our resources to help those students overcome these issues to achieve greater
retention and student success.

Chair Tower adjourned the meeting.

Adjourned: 4:34 pm
Next meeting: September 12, 2017, 3pm, UCB 202B
Submitted by Terri S. Cook



