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University Wide Notices
Here is a list of today’s notices:
 

Looking for a holiday gift for your supervisor?
Notice of Death - Former Employee
Women's Advocacy Forum Networking and Mentoring Lunch
Engaged!
Wintermester 2018 starts Monday!!
FSU WW At Work Will NOT Meet on Tuesday, December 18.

 
To view our University Wide Notice (UWN) Procedures, please click here.

 

Looking for a holiday gift for your supervisor?
 
Who’s Boss?! Looking for a holiday gift for your supervisor?
Katke Golf Shop has everything on sale! You don’t need to be a golfer to find something for any Bulldog fan!
Inventory clearance sale is going on with incredible deals for men and ladies - everything in the shop is on sale.
Stop in for your holiday shopping!
Open Monday – Friday, 10AM – 6PM

 
Jaye Lynn Bergers
Director of Auxiliary Business Operations
Ferris State University
Prakkan 151
Ext. 3976
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Notice of Death - Former Employee
 
The Office of the President has been informed of the death of former staff member Norma McDonald on November
15, 2018. Norma worked as a secretary in the Enrollment Services department from 1976 until 1994.  
 
Cremation has already taken place. The full obituary may be read and condolences to the family may be left here.
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Women's Advocacy Forum Networking and Mentoring Lunch
 
Everyone is welcome to join us for the December Networking and Mentoring Lunch at The Rock Café at noon on

Wednesday, December 12th.
 
Come and join us in the south dining area. This is a great opportunity to meet and connect with women who work at
Ferris State University or in the local community. You will be responsible for paying for your meal.
 
An update will be provided about the events the Forum is planning for spring 2019 and you will have time to
network while you eat.
 
The Ferris State University Women’s Advocacy Forum is a diverse group of people dedicated to the advocacy and
advancement of women.
 
We encourage:
 
·         Strong support networks
·         Mentoring opportunities
·         Fulfillment of leadership potential
·         Career and personal development
·         Recognition of women’s achievements
 

Jody Gardei
President
Women’s Advocacy Forum
Like us on Facebook: @FSUWAF
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Engaged!
 

Online Student Recreation: eSports @ Ferris
 
Would you be surprised to know that Ferris State University has multiple eSports teams? Over 100 students self-
organize, practice, and play competitive matches against students at other universities. There are pre-seasons,
tournaments, qualifiers, scholarships, playoffs, coaches, stadiums, millions of dollars in scholarships, and
matches broadcast online constantly. Currently, Ferris State University has seven competitive teams playing a
mix of six different games. League of Legends, Overwatch, Hearthstone, CS:Go, Rocket League, and Smash all
offer super competitive scenes. The university pairs with other similarly skilled teams through Tespa and CLS.
 
Our Overwatch team just finished the pre-season with 12 wins and 12 losses. Some highlights of the 12-week

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/bigrapidsnews/obituary.aspx?n=norma-l-mcdonald&pid=190938583


pre-season include matches against UCLA, Johns Hopkins University, and RIT. The competitive season starts in
the Spring 2019 semester. If the schedule stays consistent, you will be able to watch these matches at
https://twitch.tv/ferrisesports on Sunday nights at 8:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Over the next several semesters,
organizations like NACE (National Association of Collegiate eSports) will help develop the competitive scene on
college campuses.
 
As the geekiest nerd present in most holiday gatherings, I am likely to have a conversation in the next couple of
weeks about how “eSports isn’t a real sport.” My extended family has a very traditional view of what sports are.
What the conversation boils down to is there is a perception that a sport requires some sort of grueling physical
endurance. If we can accept that the Olympics are experts in defining sports, we can see that they will be issuing
medals for things like shooting, golf, and archery. These athletes have highly honed physical coordination and
immense mental focus. What is missing is the idea that they require more than the most basic of physical
training, which is more likely to include thousands of hours practicing their sport.
 
I see students researching the current game strategies, scouting teams and players they will encounter in the
next match, and practicing different roles and positions on the team. I watch participation in the matches from
students who do not necessarily want to play, but want to be part of the team. The coach does not play but
provides a critical analysis and objective view of the skills players demonstrate. Broadcasters provide
commentary for the live matches and bring a new level of entertainment to the viewers.
 
I see our curriculum being applied on a weekly basis. Students demonstrate the mystical “21st century skills” that
education often struggles to measure. You will be hard-pressed to find an environment that can better measure
items like collaboration and teamwork, critical thinking, and problem solving in a more objective and timely
manner. I can tell when these academic objectives are not in place on an eSports team because all the
characters are likely dead. Competitive eSports has zero tolerance or forgiveness for any lack of these skills.
The good news is that the athletes can review every play and conversation; there is an opportunity for feedback
and growth with every setback.
 
On a more practical side, I see our students applying formal curriculum from degrees like TV & Digital Media
Production, Digital Animation & Game Design, and Sports Communication. Given the nature of this sport,
students have an opportunity to participate in ways that might not present themselves in a more formal setting.
Ferris State University provides our students with a platform to display their skills in ways that employers can
recognize.
 
The next time you see students “just playing a game,” stop and watch. It is likely that you will witness a student
display a set of knowledge you know nothing about. They will demonstrate a physical dexterity and coordination
that rivals any activity. You will see them fail and try again repeatedly until they master a new skill. If you are
feeling brave, ask to play. Nothing will make you appreciate the skill it takes to succeed in these digital
environments quicker than failing at it. This is the next generation of student athletes.
 
Tespa:  https://tespa.org
CSL:  https://www.cstarleague.com
NACE:  https://nacesports.org
 
~Written by Dr. Andrew Peterson, Coordinator of Instructional Technology
 
Ferris eLearning Department
 
For past Ferris eLearning Engaged! blog posts, please see https://ferrisengaged.com.  If you would like
assistance designing your online course at Ferris, email eLearning@ferris.edu. We can help! For more
information about Ferris eLearning, please see our website at https://ferris.edu/elearning, or contact us by phone
at (231) 591-2802 or by Email ateLearning@ferris.edu. 
 
Jackie Hughes, Instructional Technology Coordinator 
FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY | eLearning

410 Oak Street, ALUMNI 109A 
Big Rapids, MI  49307 

Office: (231) 591-5439 
Cell: (231) 527-8700 

https://twitch.tv/ferrisesports
https://tespa.org/
https://www.cstarleague.com/
https://nacesports.org/
https://ferrisengaged.com/
mailto:eLearning@ferris.edu
https://ferris.edu/elearning
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JackieHughes@ferris.edu 
http://www.ferris.edu/eLearning

Activator * Positivity * Responsibility * Maximizer * Developer
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Wintermester 2018 starts Monday!!
 
Wintermester 2018 starts Monday!!
For those of you who don't know, Wintermester is the new fully online term that will run from December 17 thru January
11th. We have received messages of gratitude and excitement from the 110 students who registered for one of the 6
courses being offered. Although there will be a period of time when the University will be closed during Wintermester, the
eLearning team has made arrangements to have a robust process in place to make sure that any student or faculty
issue/concern will be addressed in a timely manner. Wintermester was designed to give students an opportunity to take
courses with the same quality and rigor of a traditional semester course during an alternative time frame. Students who
typically take express courses use them to lighten their load during fall/spring semester and/or to decrease the amount of
time to graduation. We are excited that this initiative has been so well-received and we appreciate all of the hard work and
time that so many faculty and staff have invested to ensure success. 
 
Please see our website for more information about Wintermester https://www.ferris.edu/wintermester.
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
 

Amy L. Greene, Ph.D.
Executive Director for Online Learning
Ferris State University, Extended & International Operations (EIO)
410 Oak Street, Alumni 113, Big Rapids, MI  49307
www.ferris.edu | www.ferris.edu/eio
(231) 591-2801  |  AmyGreene@ferris.edu
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FSU WW At Work Will NOT Meet on Tuesday, December 18.
 
FSU WW At Work Will NOT Meet on Tuesday, December 18.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 8, 2019,
at noon in FLITE 446.  
 
Our next series will start on Tuesday, January 15, at noon in FLITE 446, and you MUST be present to earn the 15%
off discount.  We hope you will join us to learn what is new with WW!
 
Please contact Laurie Daniels at 231-349-8800 if you have any questions or would like to join.
 
Laurie Daniels
231-349-8800
LaurieDaniels@ferris.edu
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