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University Wide Notices
Here is a list of today’s notices:
 
Ø  Reminder: Final Book Discussion Group Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis
Ø  Staff Center Offering: Navigating Banner 9 Info Session
Ø  Staff Center Offerings in Grand Rapids on 4/24
Ø  April is National Poetry Month: Week Three
Ø  Summer U FIT Program - 6 Week Challenge
Ø  These CHALLENGES will make you DROOL!  #1DAY4DAWGS
Ø  Political Engagement Project Event -- Presentation and Discussion on the Middle East

 
To view our University Wide Notice (UWN) Procedures, please click here.

 

Reminder: Final Book Discussion Group Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture
in Crisis
 
 
 
Book Discussion Group

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis
Wednesdays from 4-5 pm
April 18th (Ch. 12-15)
FLITE 446
Facilitator:  Kristin Conley
Faculty, staff, and students are invited to participate in a discussion of the highly acclaimed book Hillbilly Elegy: A
Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J.D. Vance.
 
Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should contact Laurie Daniels at (231) 591-
2440 or LaurieDaniels@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance. Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For
information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, please visit www.ferris.edu/non-discrimination.
 
If you have questions, please contact Kristin Conley, EII Coordinator, at KristinConley@ferris.edu or (231) 591-2808.
 
Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning | Economic Inequality Initiative
 
Laurie Daniels
Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning
Retention and Student Success
Ferris State University
1010 Campus Drive, FLITE 408B
Big Rapids, MI  49307
231-591-2440
231-591-2914 fax
LaurieDaniels@ferris.edu
www.ferris.edu/fctl
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Staff Center Offering: Navigating Banner 9 Info Session
 

Navigating Banner 9 Information Session 
Presented by: Nicole Lintemuth, Director of Accounting Services &  

Gabi Hagen, Financial Assistant 
 

Tuesday, April 24th from 3:00 to 4:00 pm 
or 

Wednesday, April 25th from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Both sessions are in University Center room 202C 
  

If you use Banner INB, you won't want to miss this session! Banner 9 implementation starts on May 9th. All Banner
INB users are encouraged to attend one of the Town Hall sessions.  
  
During this session, you will have an opportunity to see the new Banner 9 interface and explore the navigation
differences between Banner 8 and Banner 9. Tips and tricks will be shared that will make the transition easier for
you. Watch this webinar with your team! 

 
Seats are still available. Register on the Staff Center Events site (Google Chrome works best). Or
you can register by emailing sctd@ferris.edu. 
   
Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should call 231-591-2112 at
least 72 hours in advance.
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Staff Center Offerings in Grand Rapids on 4/24
 

Stress-Free Relationships 

Presented by: Jody Gardei,  

https://registration.xenegrade.com/ferrissctd/casLogin.cfm
mailto:sctd@ferris.edu


Manager of Staff Training & Development 
 

Tuesday, April 24th from 10:00 to 11:30 am 
Grand Rapids – Applied Technology Center ATC – room 160 

 
How to Work with Any Personality 
Relationships are key in the business world ... and everywhere. Stress-free Relationships: How to Work with Any
Personality is a webinar that makes it easier to work with difficult people. You’ll gain a new understanding of challenging
personality types and how best to interact. You’ll get tips on how to manage your own emotions. And you’ll discover how to
build better work relationships ... with even the most challenging people. Register now! 
 
Take a Glimpse at What You’ll Learn: 

·       When in conflict, learn how to improve your attitude and go with the flow 
·       Learn how to respond instead of reacting 
·       How to recognize, appreciate and acknowledge others 
·       Build stronger relationships by managing your own emotions and eradicating unproductive behaviors 
·       Communicate through personal disagreements and learn to move on 
·       The key to a stress-free relationship 
·       Understand, recognize and accept personality differences 

 
Register on the Staff Center Events site (Google Chrome works best). Or you can register by

emailing sctd@ferris.edu. 
   
Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should call 231-591-2112 at
least 72 hours in advance.  
 

 
How to Handle Emotionally Charged Situations in the Workplace 

Presented by: Jody Gardei,  
Manager of Staff Training & Development 

 
Tuesday, April 24th from 2:00 to 3:30 pm 

Grand Rapids – Applied Technology Center ATC – room 160 
 

There’s no such thing as an emotion-free workplace. Managing emotional tension, anger, and confrontation can be tricky
... but necessary to keep the workplace running smoothly—and keep a lid on the stress caused by unresolved conflict. Each
of us is paid to be emotionally mature at work. How to Handle Emotionally Charged Situations in the Workplace will teach
you how to tame high emotions; turn conflict into an opportunity to build stronger, more positive working relationships;
and control unproductive emotions and build cooperation. 
 
Take a Glimpse at What You’ll Learn: 

·       Understand the 3 C’s of conflict communication so you act with the goal in mind 
·       Get tips on the right words to use in emotionally charged situations — words that help an angry person feel more in

control 
·       Learn techniques to calm yourself down quickly so you’re more effective 
·       Respond rather than react and minimize the impact of difficult people and situations 
·       Take the focus away from being right and see how it makes you more effective 
·       Get tools for constructive confrontation ... keeping the focus on the issue 

https://registration.xenegrade.com/ferrissctd/casLogin.cfm
mailto:sctd@ferris.edu


·       Avoid setting up a win-lose situation and the defensiveness it triggers 
·       Understand boundary statements and how to use them when dealing with a difficult or angry person    

 
Register on the Staff Center Events site (Google Chrome works best). Or you can register by

emailing sctd@ferris.edu. 
   
Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should call 231-591-2112 at
least 72 hours in advance.
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April is National Poetry Month: Week Three
 
Join the Department of English, Literature, and World Languages as we celebrate with a different featured poem each
week.
 
Poetry
By Marianne Moore
 
I too, dislike it: there are things that are important beyond
      all this fiddle.
   Reading it, however, with a perfect contempt for it, one
      discovers that there is in
   it after all, a place for the genuine.
      Hands that can grasp, eyes
      that can dilate, hair that can rise
         if it must, these things are important not because a
high-sounding interpretation can be put upon them but because
      they are
   useful; when they become so derivative as to become
      unintelligible, the
   same thing may be said for all of us—that we
      do not admire what
      we cannot understand. The bat,
         holding on upside down or in quest of something to
eat, elephants pushing, a wild horse taking a roll, a tireless
      wolf under
   a tree, the immovable critic twinkling his skin like a horse
      that feels a flea, the base-
   ball fan, the statistician—case after case
      could be cited did
      one wish it; nor is it valid
         to discriminate against “business documents and
school-books”; all these phenomena are important. One must
      make a distinction
   however: when dragged into prominence by half poets,
      the result is not poetry,
   nor till the autocrats among us can be
     “literalists of
      the imagination”—above
         insolence and triviality and can present
for inspection, imaginary gardens with real toads in them,

https://registration.xenegrade.com/ferrissctd/casLogin.cfm
mailto:sctd@ferris.edu


      shall we have
   it. In the meantime, if you demand on the one hand, in defiance of their opinion—
   the raw material of poetry in
      all its rawness, and
      that which is on the other hand,
         genuine, then you are interested in poetry.
 
___________________________________________
Melissa Sara Smith, PhD
She-Her-Hers
Assistant Chair and Assistant Professor of English
Department of English, Literature, and World Languages
820 Campus Drive, ASC 3030
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
231-591-5898
See my calendar.
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Summer U FIT Program - 6 Week Challenge
 
Racquet & Fitness Center
 
Our U FIT program offers a perfect blend of fitness classes and personal coaching. Our goal is for you to reach YOUR
goal, whether it’s to get fit, lose weight, build a healthier lifestyle, and/or recover from an injury. Commit to clean
eating and consistent exercise for 6 weeks and see how quickly your body (and mind) can transform into a leaner,
more fit U! This is also a great opportunity to earn points for your Wellness Program!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar?cid=c21pdGgubWVsaXNzYS5zYXJhQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ


Go to: http://ferrisracquetandfitness.com/fitness/ for more information and the above promo flyer.
For questions or registration, contact Ali at alimolnar@ferris.edu or 231-591-2217.
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These CHALLENGES will make you DROOL!  #1DAY4DAWGS
 
 

http://ferrisracquetandfitness.com/fitness/
mailto:alimolnar@ferris.edu


 

One Day for DAWGS | APRIL 18 | 24-Hours

CHALLENGES
 
Carillon Project
 
The History Task Force will unlock $1,000 after the 50th donor contributes to the Carillon
Project to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the bell tower.
 
College of Arts & Sciences
 
Dean Kristi Haik challenges 125 donors to make a gift to the College of Arts & Sciences
by or on April 18 which will unlock $1,000 to a  newly-created fund for student travel!
 
Opportunity Fund
 
Student Affairs is raising $1,000 to be unlocked and designated to the Opportunity Fund
after the 134th donor participates to celebrate 134 years since Woodbridge Ferris started
the Big Rapids Industrial School—honoring his legacy.
 
The Ferris Foundation Need-Based Scholarship Endowment
 
A challenge gift of $1,250 (and growing) has been committed by University Advancement
and Marketing as a challenge to be released after the 134th Ferris faculty or staff member



makes a gift on or before April 18th. The funds will go to The Ferris Foundation Need-
Based Scholarship Endowment and will be matched by the Ferris Futures Scholarship
Challenge. They chose the 134th faculty or staff donor as part of our challenge because
this fall we will be celebrating 134 years since Woodbridge Ferris founded the Big Rapids
Industrial School, so this is one way we can honor his legacy.
 

 
Don’t forget to flip your social network covers, profiles, or make a post on our behalf using
the Share the Pride Toolkit!
 
 

You don’t have to wait until April 18th!
Help us unlock these gifts today!
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Political Engagement Project Event -- Presentation and Discussion on the Middle East
 
Michigan State Professor Yael Aronoff will speak at Ferris on Tuesday April 17 in IRC 120 at 6:30 PM.
 
Yael Aronoff is the Michael and Elaine Serling Professor of Israel Studies and Director of Jewish Studies at Michigan State
University. She is an award-winning political scientist, author of The Political Psychology of Israeli Prime Ministers: When
Hard-Lines Opt for Peace and is at work on The Challenges of Asymmetric Conflict, which will include information about the
U.S. and Israel.
 
This event is sponsored by: The Political Engagement Project, The Academic Engagement Network, The College of Arts and
Sciences, The History Program, The Institute for the Study of Academic Racism, the Office of International Education, and
the Ferris State University Jewish Student Organization.
 
Anyone who needs special accommodations to attend this activity must contact Fran Rosen (231-591-3043 or
FrancesRosen@ferris.edu) at least 72 hours in advance of the event. Ferris State University is an equal opportunity
institution. For information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit www.ferris.edu/non-discrimination.
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