Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)

Preparing graduates for the challenges
of the health care industry today

The Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) and the Doctor of Nursing Practice degrees
at Ferris State University produce graduates who are prepared to be leaders who can
effectively manage challenges facing healthcare. Both curriculums align with the
American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) essentials of nursing education.
Ferris State University nursing graduates have contemporary knowledge regarding
nursing leadership, patient-centered care, evidence based practice, and collaboration.
Master of Science in
Nursing Offers three
Concentrations:

Cohort Model

 Nursing Education
 Nursing Administration
 Nursing informatics
Primarily Online with 3
face-to-face periods on
FSU’s campus

Flexible

Capstone Courses

Fully Online
DNP and PhD
prepared faculty

Small Class Sizes

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For more information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.

OFFERINGS
MSN
The MSN program begins students in the fall and spring semesters.
One of the key aspects of the program is that it is flexible. Students
can choose to take one to four courses at a time. There is also the
flexibility of increasing or decreasing one’s course load, depending
on personal and professional circumstances. Students do not incur a
penalty if they decide not to take a course when offered.
Secondly, the program is adult student-oriented and user-friendly.
All courses are online, with the exception of the informatics
specialty courses that may require several Saturday face-to-face
meetings. In an online format, students have the opportunity to
interact with peers from inside and outside the state. This provides a
diverse learning community where peers exchange ideas and
collaboratively problem solve. With 24 hour/7 day a week access,
students are able to participate in classes at times that are
compatible with their work and family schedules.

DNP
The DNP at FSU is a 6-8 semester program with a fall semester
start. The total semesters will vary per student and will be
determined by each student’s MSN clinical hours when entering the
program. Most semesters will include 2 courses. These courses may
be offered sequentially or concurrently depending on the semester.
Course content prepares students for evaluation, translation, and
integration of new knowledge in increasingly complex healthcare
systems.
Residencies (clinical time) will be specialty or advanced practice
time and will focus on leadership project development and
completion. While faculty at FSU will assist with placement,
students will be encouraged to find a residency sites and preceptors
who will fit with their clinical interests and project goals.
The capstone course provides the opportunity to share student work
by presenting and disseminating it.

MSN Admission Requirements
1.

Licensure as a registered nurse.

2.

A bachelor of science in nursing (BSN) is required for
the nursing education track. A bachelor of science in
nursing or a bachelor degree in a related field from a
regionally accredited university is required for the
nursing administration or nursing informatics track.

3.

Overall grade point average (GPA) of 3.00 or better
on a 4-point scale.

4.

Official transcripts from BSN program

5.

Completed application form

6.

Three (3) letters of professional recommendation or
reference

7.

One writing sample, such as an APA formatted
paper from BSN program

8.

It is recommended but not required that applicants
have a minimum of two (2) years full-time clinical
nursing experience.

DNP Admission Requirements
1.

Licensure as a registered nurse.

2.

MSN (Master of Science in Nursing) degree from an
accredited MSN Program

3.

A 3.20 or higher GPA (4.0 scale) from the MSN
program

4.

Official transcripts from MSN program

5.

Graduate level statistics course within the last 5 years

6.

Curriculum Vitae or Resume

7.

Completed application form

8.

Three (3) letters of professional recommendation or
reference

9.

One writing sample, such as an APA formatted
paper from MSN program

10. Successful phone interview

The BSN and MSN programs at Ferris are accredited by
the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing
(ACEN). The DNP will seek accreditation with
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)
in 2018 when eligible.
ACEN may be contacted here:
Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing,
3343 Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30326.
Phone: 404-975-5000. FAX: 404-975-5020.
Website: www.acenursing.org
CCNE may be contacted here:
Website: www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation

