College of Health Professions

Diagnostic Medical
Sonography
Associate of Applied Science Degree

Sonography expects a
24% job increase in
the next 10 years

Live. Learn. Lead.
Preparing graduates for careers in
today’s dynamic health care industry

The accredited (CAAHEP) Associate of Applied Sciences in Diagnostic Medical Sonography
(DMS) degree is a newly designated occupational category by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics
within the imaging sciences field as of 2001. At Ferris, students enter the professional sequence
of the program in the fall semester and spend the first three semesters on the Big Rapids campus.
Studies during this period include general education and technical courses. Laboratories provide
an opportunity for students to apply the theory and principles learned in the lecture sessions.
During the final three semesters students work with patients in an off-campus clinical center.
These sites are located throughout the state of Michigan in hospitals affiliated with Ferris to
provide clinical experience and continued academic instruction. Graduates of the program are
eligible to write the Physical Principles/Instrumentation Examination (The Ultrasound Physics
and Instrumentation) and Specialty Examinations for the RDMS Credential (Abdomen, and
Obstetrics and Gynecology) upon completion of all required clinical experience.

What Sonographers Do:
Sonography ranks high
among top paying
Associates degrees

US News reports
ultrasound as the
#2 Best Healthcare
Support Jobs based on
salary, flexibility and
job satisfaction

1.

Diagnostic Medical Sonographers use high
frequency sound waves to produce images and
data that assist health care professionals to
diagnose various disease and disease processes.

2.

Sonographers are taught to operate highly
technical ultrasound equipment to acquire
sonographic images and work independently.

3.

Physicians depend on the sonographer’s
assistance with interpretation of the images to
evaluate many body parts and structures,
especially of the abdomen and pelvis.

4.

They can work in clinics, hospitals, private
practice, public health facilities, labs and other
medical settings or branch out into education,
administration, research or sales.

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For more information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination.

Admissions at Ferris
Employment Prospects/Salaries
2019 ASRT survey report: the average national salary for Medical
Sonographers was $77,825.
Salaries vary depending on years of experience, credentials
(certifications held), number of specialties practiced, as well as,
geographic location.

For Admission to the Professional Sonography Sequence:
Students must officially apply to the professional sequence
between February 1 and February 15. Qualifications must
be completed by the end of the previous Fall Semester for
consideration for the following Fall semester start. Due to
the large volume of applications received each year,
students not accepted into the professional sequence will
need to re-apply to the program.

Preparation for Success:
A good background in physics and biology are helpful for students
entering the Diagnostic Medical Sonography program.

Academic Status

•

Minimum Standard: Maintain GPA of 2.5 or higher

•

Math Competency: MATH 115 or 117
(minimum of B- grade)

•

ENGL 150 English 1 (minimum of C- grade) COHP
100 Orientation to Medical Vocabulary BIOL 109 Basic
Human Anatomy & Physiology (minimum of B- grade)
PHYS 130 Concepts of Physics (minimum of B- grade)
*Math and science grades must be earned in two attempts
including withdraws.

Strengths of The FSU DMS Degree

•

FSU offers an opportunity for everyone to become a
registered Sonographer

•

Student Centered Curriculum

•

Cohort model, 24 students admitted each year

•

Graduates have the opportunity to write ARDMS
credentialing exams in Abdomen, OB/GYN, and
Vascular technology prior to graduation

ACCREDITATION STATUS
The Ferris State University Diagnostic Medical Sonography
program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation
of Allied Health Education Programs (www.caahep.org)
upon the recommendation of the Joint Review Committee
on Education in Diagnostic Medical Sonography.
Contact Information for Commission on Accreditation of
Allied Health Education Programs: 25400 US Highway 19
North, Suite 158, Clearwater, FL 33763 727-210-2350.
www.caahep.org

Additional Information

ferris.edu/health-professions/DLTS/Associates/
Diagnostic-Medical-Sonography/homepage.htm

Apply Now

ferris.edu/admissions/application/homepage.htm
College of Health Professions
Diagnostic, Laboratory, and Therapeutic Sciences
200 Ferris Drive
Big Rapids, MI 49307
Phone: (231) 591-2261

