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Course Description 
This laboratory course is an extension of the third-semester nursing courses. Students will 
apply clinical reasoning and skills for nursing practice. 

Credit hours: 3 credits x 2 = 6 contact hours 
Prerequisites: NURS 370, 372 & 373 
Corequisites: NURS 460, 461, & 463 
 

Course Outcomes 
1. Organize appropriate collaborative interventions to optimize care outcomes and 

promote safe quality care. (Collaborative Leadership) 
Assessment: Course Evaluation Tool Objective #1 

2. Integrate nursing theory as basis for practice (Theoretical Base for Practice)   
Assessment:  Course Evaluation Tool Objective #2 

3. Apply current healthcare research to nursing practice (Scholarship for Practice)   
Assessment: Course Evaluation Tool Objective #3 

4. Synthesize service learning experience (Professionalism)  
Assessment: Course Evaluation Tool Objective #4 - Disseminate (Poster) 

 
Instructional Delivery Method & Schedule 
This laboratory course is offered in a mixed delivery format, meeting once per week, with 
some didactic work also completed online.  
 
Required Course Materials 
All pre and co-requisite materials. 
 
Shadow Health. (2016). Digital Clinical Experience (DCE) (Version 4.0) [Software]. Available 

from http://www.shadowhealth.com 
 
Technical requirements 

1. Review requirements: https://shadow.desk.com/customer/portal/articles/963290-dce-
recommended-system-specifications  

2. Tablets and mobile devices are not currently supported.  
3. Recommended web browser is Google Chrome. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.shadowhealth.com/
https://shadow.desk.com/customer/portal/articles/963290-dce-recommended-system-specifications
https://shadow.desk.com/customer/portal/articles/963290-dce-recommended-system-specifications


Course Learning Activities & Assessment Methods 
Assignment Course Outcome(s) 

Assessed  
Percent of Total 

Grade 
Due Date 

Patient care simulations (x6) 1, 2 & 3 60% 

See Course 
Schedule 

Shadow Health Focused 
Exams (x3) 1, 2 & 3 15% 

Service Learning – 15 hours 4 P/F 
Service Learning Journals (x3) 4 15% 
SIDS Certification 1, 2 & 3 P/F 
Sexual Health Module  1, 2 & 3 10% 

 
A minimum grade of “C+” (79%) is required to progress to the next nursing course. 
 
School of Nursing Grading Scale 
 A  95-100  C  75-78 
 A-  92-94   C-  72-74 
 B+  89-91   D+  69-71 
 B  85-88   D  65-68 
 B-  82-84   D-  62-64  
 C+  79-81   F  61 and below 
 
University and Program Policies 
Students are referred to the College of Health Professions for standard academic policies 
established by Ferris State University.  Please review the policies pertaining to: Academic 
misconduct, probation, and dismissal; disruptive behavior, and attendance.    
http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/faq/Policies-Resources-Faculty-Staff-Students.htm 
 
Students are referred to the Handbook for Pre-Licensure Nursing Students for academic 
policies established by the School of Nursing.  Please review the policies covered in the 
General Information and Academic Policies for nursing sections.   
https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/Nursing/BSN/bsn-student-policies.htm  
 
Students are referred to the Code of Conduct: 
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/Nursing/pdfs-docs/Nursing-Student-
Code-of-Conduct.pdf 
 
NURS 462 Specific Course Policies 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
1.  Read the assigned chapters and review demo videos before coming to class. Be 
     prepared to practice as well as check-off on skills in an informed manner. 
2.  Actively engage in group and class assignments within the lab. 
3.  Ask/answer questions and offer input into lab discussions. 
 
INSTRUCTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 
1.  Provide active learning assignments that will allow the student to apply concepts 
     from a foundational knowledge base. 
2.  Engage students and provide laboratory experiences that will aid in clarifying 
     concepts from the readings. 

http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/faq/Policies-Resources-Faculty-Staff-Students.htm
https://ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/Nursing/BSN/bsn-student-policies.htm
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/Nursing/pdfs-docs/Nursing-Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
http://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/colleges/alliedhe/Nursing/pdfs-docs/Nursing-Student-Code-of-Conduct.pdf


3.  Promote student critical reflection and integration of concepts to diverse patients 
     across the lifespan. 
 
Classroom etiquette:  
Students are encouraged to participate in classroom discussions, group activities, and other 
learning opportunities.  Students who text message, leave their cell phones on, participate 
in “side-bar” discussions, sleep, etc. disrupt the learning environment and may be asked to 
leave the class. 
 
Absenteeism/Tardiness Policy:  

Methods courses adhere to the clinical attendance policy.  Ferris State University nursing 
students are expected to attend 100% of clinical learning experiences. Clinical performance 
is the application of theoretical information to practice. Clinical experiences are dependent 
on the census on any given day and are not always guaranteed. For this reason, the 
student needs to be present to take advantage of as many experiences as possible.  
Any absence from clinical prevents the student from meeting course objectives.  Any 
unsanctioned absence will result in a clinical makeup assignment.  Failure to complete the 
makeup assignment will result in failure of the clinical course.  More than one unsanctioned 
absence results in failure of the clinical course. There is no face-to-face make-up clinical.   
 
Tardiness is defined as failure to arrive to the clinical unit at the instructor designated meeting 
time.  Tardiness to clinical will result in a lowered grade for the clinical day and thus may 
jeopardize one’s progression in the program. Two tardies to clinical are equal to one 
unexcused absence. A student who is more than 30 minutes late will be sent home and will 
receive an unexcused absence for the day. In the event of unforeseen circumstances (traffic, 
weather, car problems) resulting in tardiness, failure to personally notify the clinical faculty by 
the scheduled start time will result in an unexcused absence for the day. 
 
The following are considered sanctioned reasons for missing a clinical learning experience.   

• An FSU sanctioned game in which a student-athlete needs to participate. 
• Family emergency (may be defined as [but not limited to] serious traumatic injury, 

serious acute illness, hospitalization, or death in the family or a close personal 
relation) 

• Personal hospitalization or illness (must see a provider within 24 hours of absence, 
produce a provider excuse, and release to return to clinical experiences) 

• Subpoenaed to testify in a court case or jury duty 
• Military duty  
• Any other situation must be discussed with the clinical nurse faculty and will be 

sanctioned at the discretion of the clinical nurse faculty and course lead faculty.  
 

In the event that a student must miss more than one clinical experience for a sanctioned or 
acceptable reason, the clinical nurse faculty will work with the student to provide an 
alternative learning experience so the student can meet course outcomes. Verification by the 
clinical nurse faculty of all excused absences is necessary. It is the student’s responsibility to 
meet with the Clinical Coordinator prior to registration or as soon as possible if there is a 
conflict foreseen, i.e. athletics, to determine a schedule that minimizes absences. No more 
than 10% of clinical time can be made up by other assignments. If a student misses more 



than 10% of clinical time (18 hours) for excused absences, the student will need to retake 
this clinical course. 
 
Contact the instructor as soon as possible if an emergency situation develops that prevents 
attendance or causes tardiness for face-to-face class time. Please use email, cell phone, 
office phone and/or a co-student to convey message to the professor regarding 
absence/tardiness. The student should contact the professor regarding the material 
covered and arrange for submission of any assignments. The students should be prepared 
to verify reason for the absence/tardiness with the professor. This will be enforced at the 
discretion of the professor. If the instructor is unable to attend class, a notice will be will 
posted on the door about the cancellation. Additionally, if possible, students will receive an 
email indicating the instructor's absence/tardiness. S tudents can check with the School of 
Nursing Secretary, if no information is available, students should wait for the professor at 
least 15 minutes after the scheduled class time begins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


