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Core Values
We believe in/that:

•	 High quality in education and learning for our students

•	 Leader-centered approach in all we do

•	 Our faculty members are active in both teaching 
and learning

•	 Developing our faculty and students into 
leaders (Opportunity)

•	 Healthcare professionals play a vital role in affecting 
healthcare outcomes, quality of care and costs 
(Collaboration, Diversity, Opportunity)

•	 Anticipating and responding to changes and 
opportunities in society and the healthcare environment

•	 Supporting collaborative, integrative, and inter-
professional initiatives

Mission Statement
The mission of the College of Health Professions is to 
train and educate future healthcare professional leaders 
through inter-professional collaboration, practice and 
academic excellence. 

•	 Supporting partnerships for academic/professional 
excellence in Health (Collaboration, Diversity, 
Learning, and Excellence)

•	 Supporting creativity, innovation and professional ethics

•	 Open and diverse learning environments

•	 Programs should drive supportive resources

•	 Any learning process should involve practical applications

•	 Setting high professional performance standards for 
our students and ourselves (Professional Ethics)

•	 The importance of scholarly activities and professional 
service in terms of developing an active intellectual 
environment (Collaboration, Diversity, Professional 
Ethics, Excellence, Learning and Opportunity)

Vision Statement
The College of Health Professions will be a recognized 
leader in the preparation of healthcare professionals.

Message from the 
Editor-in-Chief

Welcome to the third edition of the new CHP Preview 
eNewsletter. Thanks to our readers for the supportive 
and valuable feedback on our previous publications. 
We have completed another productive academic 
semester and we are excited to share just a “preview” 
of the many great happenings and achievements 
throughout the College.

If you find any of the stories or spotlights inspiring, 
please share it with your friends and family. Also, 
we would love to hear from you. If you have a story 
or feedback to share with us, please contact us at 
CHP@ferris.edu

–Lincoln A. Gibbs, Ed.D, MPH, CHES

Graphic Designer
Our new graphic designer, Kayla Sheffield, worked 
hard to design this years newsletter. Please enjoy 
reading through the activities of the year!

CHP Preview is a publication of Ferris’ College of Health 
Professions. Its purpose is to connect the CHP with its many 
stakeholders and to disseminate both CHP news and pertinent 
issues in healthcare. Ferris State University 2016. Special 
Acknowledgment: Bill Bitzinger, Manager of Photographic 
Services, University Advancement and Marketing2   CHP Preview 2018

4 2018 Health Care Fair

6 Dental Hygienists Annual 
Legislative Luncheon

8 Dean’s List	

15 Student Snapshot	

16 Scholarly Endeavors	

22 Doctorate Degrees	

24 CHP Highlights	

27 Reaching Forward
SON reaches strategic goals through 
health ed. partnerships with Big Rapids 
and Reed City Public Schools

28 In Memoriam	

29 Thank you CHP	

30 Golf Scramble	

34 Alex Gorsky
Johnson and Johnson Chairman and CEO
Alex Gorsky receives Honorary Doctorate 
of Health Professions



2018 Health Care Fair

4   CHP Preview 2018



2018 Michigan Dental 
Hygienists’ Annual 

Legislative Luncheon
The primary purpose of the Michigan Dental Hygienists’ 
Legislative Luncheon is to talk with state Representatives 
and Senators showing MDHA support for various bills 
that hopefully will become new laws.  The Michigan 
House of Representatives and the Michigan Senate make 
up Michigan’s full-time legislature.

On May 9, 2018, the Michigan Dental Hygienists’ 
Association (MDHA) recently hosted the 22nd Annual 
MDHA Legislative Luncheon at the House Office 
Building, Mackinac Room in Lansing, Michigan.  
Michigan’s dental hygienists, dental hygiene educators, 
and selected dental hygiene students were invited to 
have lunch with Representatives and Senators from their 
districts to discuss two proposed bills.  

Sarah Hubbard from Acuitas, MDHA’s lobbying firm, 
presented a continuing education program prior to the 
luncheon sharing talking points of two current bills that 
impact dental hygiene.

Senate Bill 541 Dental Therapist: proposed by Senator 

Shirkey, Hertel, Marleau, Booher and Warren is 
about cost-effective legislation creating a mid-level 
provider which will enable dentists to delegate routine 
procedures to dental therapists working under their 
supervision.  A dental therapist will allow dentists to 
focus their time and skills on more complicated revenue 
generating procedures.  SB 541 was passed on October 
11, 2017 and now rests with the Committee on Health 
Policy for further action. 

The Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA), the 
accrediting body housed within the American Dental 
Association (ADA) for Dental Education Programs 
implemented standards for dental therapy education 
programs.  CODA accreditation means a program 
has achieved nationally accepted level of safety and 
quality.  For more information about this SB 541, visit 
MIDentalAccess.org.

House Bill 5241 Pre-Kindergarten Dental Screenings: 
proposed by Representative Scott VanSingel.  Under HB 

5241, all children starting kindergarten in Michigan 
would have a dental assessment in addition to the 
hearing and vision screenings that have been required 
for many decades.  The screenings will be completed 
by either an RDH or a DDS.  This bill has a great 
deal of support from Delta Dental, Michigan Dental 
Association (MDA), MDHA, Michigan Oral Health 
Coalition, Michigan Elementary and Middle School 
Principals Association (MEMSPA).  The first hearing for 
this bill is to occur on Wednesday, May 16, 2018.

Catherine Archer, RDH and Annette Jackson, RDH 
represented Ferris State University dental hygiene 
along with two second year dental hygiene students, 
Gracelyn Main and Turner Burnett.  As various 
Representatives and Senators came to eat lunch, they 
were invited to sit with constituents and talk about 
HB 541 and SB 5241.    

Also in attendance were Jan Miller, RDH (MDHA 
President), Amy Zaagman, Executive Director from 

the Michigan Council for Maternal and Child Health 
(MCMCH) and Ann Lynch, Director of Governmental 
Affairs for the American Dental Hygienists’ Association.

Amy Zaagman was welcomed to the Board of Directors 
as the MCMCH Executive Director in 2009 and also 
served as Associate Director of the Michigan Association 
of Community Mental Health Boards.

Ann Lynch previously served in the Minnesota State Senate 
from 2007-2010 and was the chief author of legislation 
that created the countries first mid-level dental practitioner 
in Minnesota in 2009.

Senator Mike Shirkey came to the luncheon and discussed 
SB 541.  Representative Scott VanSingel also came to the 
luncheon and shared why he decided to write HB 5241.  
His personal story is why the bill came about.

The luncheon was sponsored by Delta Dental.  
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Dean’s List of Spring 2018
Andrea Acker
Maribel Acosta
Raheal Acquah
Timothy Adams
Ashley Adams
Anna Adrianse
Munad Ahmed
Maija Aikens
Nurjes Alelaiw
Ariel Alex
Ashlee Alexander
Maryam Alhussain
Zahraa Allen
Dana Allen
Kirstyn Allen
Madilyn Allen
Brittany Allen
Inshirah Alruwaili
Grace Alvesteffer
Abbey Alward
Maria Amato
Rebecca Anchors
Adrienne Anderson
Amy Anderson
Kerstin Arcello
Emily Armbruster
John Armock
Autumn Armstrong
Hailey Armstrong
Sabrina Austin
Becky Babcock
Elle Bachelder
Allyson Baier
Caitlyn Bailey
Samantha Baker
Jennifer Balcom
Easton Ballan
Brooklynn Barber
Rebecca Barlow
Candie Barnum
Tonya Bassage
Allison Bastien

Shelby Bauer
Amanda Baugher
Rachel Baumann
Megan Baxter
Lauren Beam
Kiah Beck
Robyn Bednarz
Kennedy Beechum
Kayla Beemer
Hayley Beering
Katelyn Bell
Taylor Bennett
Amanda Benson
James Bergren
Justine Berry
Tori Berry
Rose Biglin
April Bilbe
Kristina Bird
Danielle Bishop
Ryan Bissell
Monica Black
Haley Bodnar
Samantha Boehs
Nicole Boelter
Brandon Boonstra
Cecel Booth
Kayla Borton
Lyndsey Bosanic
Elizabeth Boshoven
Andria Boss
Kaylee Bott
Trista Bourke
Ryan Bowen
Chezney Bower
Jason Bowman
Carolyn Boyce
Kimberly Boyd
Shelby Bradley
Lisa Brady
Dakota Brandau
Jamie Brandle

Julia Brandt
Ashley Breakey
Morgan Breaugh
Mollie Brennan
Aleesha Brenner
Samantha Bressler
Katie Brewer
Olivia Brewer
Courtney Brewer
Makayla Brindley
Alyssa Broekema
Amber Broekhuis
Lori Brooks
Darci Brouwer
Megan Brower
Rachel Brower
Christopher Brown
Melanie Brown
Nikki Brueggeman
Kira Budzynski
Alec Buelteman
Jason Bulson
Meghan Burgess
Turner Burnett
Emily Burton
Elizabeth Buss
Rachel Butch
Kassie Butterworth
Peter Callery
Meredith Campbell
Tea Caragao
Jaime Carney
Shannon Carroll
Elise Cartwright
Brittany Caryl
Cara Cassady
Jessica Castillo
Haley Castorena
Leah Cederquist
Mary Chapman
Erin Charbeneau
Charity Cherven

Kaitlyn Childs
Sophia Chrispell
Carrie Christe
Emily Chrzan
Kelly Church
Mia Ciccoretti
Victoria Cichosz
Johnell Clark
Samantha Clark
Jessica Cleven
Jacob Cockerhan
Emily Code
Tyrone Collins
Ronald Collins
Alexandrea Conklin
Alexandra Cook
Nacole Cooley
Melissa Cooper
Rebeka Cooper
Monica Corcoran
Rachel Cornell
Erica Costa
Kimberlee Couturier
Kristen Cranney
Paul Crittenden
Emily Crowley
Kaylyn Curtis
Samson Cytacki
Heidi Dabakey
Shelby Dale
Jessica Davaloz
Shelby Day
Christina Dean
Sarah Deletto
Evan Dennis
Taylor Deridder
Rebecka Deroos
Savanah Deshano
Cheyenne Desmith
Sophia Devenney
Katie Deyoung
Madelyn Dickens

Jason Diebel
Courtney Dinsmore
Allison Dion
Holle Dittmar
Hakeem Dodd
Sydney Dodde
Kallee Donahue
Autumn Doody
Caitlin Dorton
Carrie Doss
Lauren Douglass
Bree-Ann Dowd
Sara Doyle
Ashley Driscoll
Karly Drouin
Cathleen DuBay
Morgan Ducharme
Hayley Dumas
Logan-Lichelle Dumond
Courtney Dunford
Destiny Dunkelberger
Amanda Dunneback
Madison Dutton
Emily Dyer
Connie Eberle
Whitney Eling
Hope Ellison
Stephanie Engler
Mayra Escutia
Kayla Estrada-Berkley
Jared Etter
Dainen Evink
Codi Fader
Alex Falk
Andrew Famiano
Rachel Farber
Christopher Farmer
Kailie Feldbauer
Desiree Feldpausch
Leaha Ferriby
Emily Fether
Melanie Fields

Alyssa Filush
Shane Flanigan
Austin Flees
Brennan Flohe
Julie Flores
Brittany Forton
Katie Fouch
James Fournier
Rachel Fox
Kelsey Fox
Breanna Frasher
Matthew Frazzini
Rebekah Fullmer
Sara Funk
Amanda Gabbert
Parker Gadd
Kellie Gaiser
Jessica Gardner
Mitch Garland
Priscilla Garrett
Kensington Garvey
Regina Gasco
Maria Gervais
Shawna Gierz
Sean Gillett
Kathryn Glass
Hannah Gleason
Jaymi Goertz
Danielle Golla
Jocelyn Gomez
Lisbet Gonzalez
Laura Gooseberry
Skye Goossen
Brooke Goossen
Abigail Gorcyca
Mariam Gordon
Mackenzie Gormley
Sarah Grabe
Kristi Gray
Gail Green
Alexandra Greer
Diane Gregory

Jannette Grenenbergs
Taylor Griswold
Danielle Grochocki
Sara Grusecki
Nicole Guiles
Jessi Gulian
Valarie Gustafson
Jennifer Guthrie
Hannah Guy
Heidi Halfmann
Samantha Hall
Victoria Hallmark
Courtney Hames
Megan Hammond
Ali Hanafi
Ronda Hanes
Sydnie Harding
Bryanna Harlan
Abigail Harmala
Sarah Harrie
Bailey Harrington
Shane Harrison
Stacy Harrold
Walter Hartline
Nicole Haugen
Elizabeth Hayden
Margaret Hayes
Emily Haynes
Courtney Hearth
Lucas Henry
Alishia Herbert
Jack Herman
Remington Hess
Kirsten Hey
Mackenzie Heyboer
Emily Hicks
Abbey Hilden
Katie Hildenbrand
Jared Hiles
Alyson Hill
Brenna Hincka
Mariah Hines

Kate Hines
Dana Hochstein
Emily Hodges
Gina Hodges
Thomas Hoesch
Ashley Hoffmeyer
Kylie Hogan
Molly Holbrook
Christian Holeman
Danielle Holland
Brooke Hollenbeck
Shannon Hollern
Brooklynn Holovich
Mary Holt
Reyann Homan
Justin Hooper
Morgan Hopkins
Lisa Hopkins
Leetrice Hopkins
Emily Hopper
Zoe Horn
Audrie Horton
Jessica Hsueh
Shelby Hubble
Madelynn Hull
Jensen Hund
Jenna Hunt
Eden Hunt
Kylie Hutchinson
Katelyn Hutchinson
Tia Huynh
Lindsey Hyrns
Kaylie Irwin
Rachel Jackson
Shaleese Jackson
Jessica Jackson
Rachel Jacob
Taelor Johns
Amy Johnson
Jessica Johnson
Laura Johnson
Kelsey Jolly
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Dean’s List of Spring 2018 

Christine Lund
Lily Luong
Jenna Lynch
Cassidy MacGuire
Claire MacKenzie
Jessica Maglothin
Bryan Mahar
Kaitlyn Mahoney
Gracelyn Main
Nicole Majeske
Ashley Malak
Brooke Malatinsky
Nicole Malouhos
Victoria Manack
Matthew Marenger
Karnae Martin
Alexis Martin
Ericka Martin
Meghan Martin
Nadia Martinez-estrada
Hannah Mason
Ryan Mast
Kylie Masters
Renae Mata
Nicole Matzke
Mallory Mayers
Natalie McDonald
Lauren Mcdowell
Carilynn McGhee
Kaitlin Mcgovern
Kaitlyn McInnis
Madison McKay
Renee McNulty
Hanna Meads
Louisiana Medellin
Larissa Medich
Courtney Merrell
Megan Merrill
Sadie Milbrath
Morgan Miller
Joshua Miller

Claudia Miller
Jessica Miller
Autumn Mirkle
Colton Mitchell
Elizabeth Moelker
Brad Moldovan
Kaitlin Monroe
Chad Moore
Adam Morley
Sidnie Morris
Ashton Morris
Blaire Mortensen
Brittnie Moses
Rebecca Mrozinski
Caitlyn Mudroch
Heidi Mueller
Courtney Mullens
Devan Munson
Megan Musser
Matthew Myers
Elizabeth Nagy
Cynthia Nakfoor
Mariam Nashed
Walid Nasir
Hannah Neahr
Trevin Nemeth
Jessica Newhouse
Jennifer Nguyen
Karen Nichols
Amanda Nielsen
Kristina Noffsinger
Sheena Norton
Sabrina Nowlin
Leona Nwachukwu
Ashley Nykamp
Casey Oard
Steven Ochoa
Kaitlyn O’connell
Kaylee O’Connor
Paige Ohlman
Labresha Olds

Hope Orent
Hailey Osborne
Pauletta Oswald
Megan Overheul
Samantha Overholt
Caitlin Packard
Michael Pall
Cayce Palmer
Allison Palmer
Hannah Palmreuter
Kaleigh Pant
Angelica Papp
Eldin Paric
Paige Parmelee
Jenna Parsons
Jana Patmos
Chelsey Patterson
Haley Patton
Beth Peters
Ashley Petree
Alexis Pillion
Trisha Plamondon
Amberlyn Plath
Brady Platt
Christopher Poiner
Rachel Priem
Cynthia Pritchard
Lora Rademacher
Rachael Rajala
Celia Rajala
Mark Ramthun
Zaha Raza
Dalton Reed
Haleigh Reed
Jessica Reese
Kimberly Reiffer
Hunter Rekar
Lauren Reminga
Emilee Renucci
Jacqlyn Reynolds
James Rice

Makaila Richardson
Brody Richey
Kaylee Riffey
Megan Ringquist
Bellatriz Rintala
Mona Riswadkar
Megan Ritchie
Raeanne Robinson
Arlet Rodriguez
Samantha Rogers
Danielle Roggenbuck
Brandon Romanek
Audrey Romine
Shelbi Roper
Brandon Rose
Melissa Rowley
Jenna Rudowski
Lisa Ruginis
Kelsey Rusche
Elizabeth Russo
Krystle Russow
Xhemile Sadiku
Samantha Saez
Rachel Salmon
Ashlea Sams
Kelly Sanderson
Melissa Sass
Alicia Saylor
Katlyn Schankin
Catherine Scheuer
Alexis Schodowski
Rachel Schoen
Colton Schopieray
Payton Schrader
Jennifer Schultz
Carissa Schurr
Mallory Sciamanna
Ashley Scott
Makenna Scott
Christopher Seaford
Ashley Seames

Cindy Seaney
Brittney Seapan
Morgan Seibert
Rebecca Seifferly
Karisa Sharon
Ericka Sharp
Caleb Shearer
Lisa Sheehan
Emily Shepard
Molly Sheridan
Lauren Shock
Emily Sibbersen
Danielle Sickles
Rachel Siddall
Logan Sieler
Carline Sierko
Erika Sikkema
Makayla Sikorski
Lynette Silsby
Allison Simmons
Taylor Simon
Shequita Sims
Allison Singer
Rebecca Sivertsen
Sara Slade
Lorna Small
Justine Small
Whittnie Smillie
Breanna Smith
Susan Smith
Meredith Smith
Holly Smith
Alyson Smyth
Michael Snyder
Whitney Soule
Lauren Sparling
Justyce Stadler
Rebecca Stanton
Colt Start
Heather Stillwell
Kendra Stoepker

Samuel Stover
Tanisha Strelow
Abbey Strom
Alexa Summers
Dana Swanson
Ashley Swets
Anne Tawney
Anna Teerling
Megan Terrian
Shane Thatcher
Kimberly Thomas
Amber Thomas
Hannah Thomas
Sabrina Timmer
Stacey Tober
Emily Toppi
Alicia Turpen
Taylor Tyndall
Megan Upham
Sarah Utchel
Sarah Van Gorden
Katherine Vance
Taylor Vandenberg
Amber Vandervelde
Ashley Vanderwal
Alyssa Vanliere
Kasey VanPutten
Nichole Varoni
Katelyn Veitch
Justin Veltema
Kristina Veurink
Matthew Vogel
Sophea Vuong
Brandi Wagner
Sheila Wakeham
Josie Walter
Taylor Walters
Hunter Ward
Devon Warner
Karren Washburn
Kelsey Waterman

Kaylie Waters
Rachel Weaver
Lindsey Webster
Kimberly Webster
Courtney Wegener
Jennifer Weis
Katie Wendlowsky
Janette Wenzel
Yolanda White
Cassandra White
Sawyer Wightman
Cara Wilhelm
Natalie Wilkosz
Claudia Wilks
Rachel Wille
Tara Wilson
Morgan Winger
Jennifer Winkel
Cloe Winnie
Heather Wirth
Morgan Wittkopp
Katriel Wlodarczak
Vanessa Wojno
Benjamin Wood
Alyson Wood
Lindsey Woodward
Heather Wright
Spencer Wright
Bao Yang
May Nhia Yang
Brittani Yarger
Jessica Yarsevich
Megan Yeager
Alysha Young
Megan Young
Ashley Yuan
Tyler Zaloga
Rylee Zayler
Katina Zenner
Morgan Zloto

Callie Labar
Jacie Lablance
Kelsey LaBonte
Brittany Lacy
Emily Laforce
Alizabeth Lahaie
Madison Lake-Wickham
Krisandra Lally
Mackenzie Lam
Kristi LaMarche
Alexis Lambert
Nathan Larson
Kyle Launstein
Kristen Lawrence
My Lien Le
Kayla Leach
Joseph Leafers
Berkeley Lee
Trina Leigeb
Haylie Lenon
Jennifer Leonard
Jamie Lester
Kamaria Lewis
Lauryn Lewton
Olivia Licari
Courtney Licavoli
Jeffery Lich
Katrina Lindemann
Stephanie Linke
Amy Linton
Danielle Linton
Ashley Little
Caleb Logan
Kassey Lohman
Emily Lord
Cody Lott
Taylor Lubben
Connor Luch
Mallory Ludwig
Cathrine Ludy
Kacie Lueck

Rachel Jorgensen
Michael Kaczmarczyk
Sean Kane
Jessica Karas
Peyton Karhoff
Alyssa Kauffman
Meghan Kaufman
Amrit Kaur
Tarae Keathley
Savannah Keefer
Kodie Keller
Leah Kelsey
Kody Kelso
Kristen Kempema
Leila Kersten
Kaitlyn Ketchum
Megan Kiehle
Madison Kigar
Lauren Kimball
Samantha Kinne
Lauren Kinney
Sara Kiper
Lexxis Klee
Cassandra Klocek
Jenna Knizacky
Ashlee Knoll
Jericho Kocot
Thelma Koger
Michelle Kolnitys
Lindsey Komrska
Brittany Koonce
Emily Kowalczyk
Monica Krackowski
Maria Kronner
Hannah Kruckenberg
Kelsey Krueger
Logan Kunath
Lauren Kurtz
Heather Kuzara
Laurel Kuzawa
Leanna Kwilos
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Dean’s List of Summer 2018 
Laura Abid
Maribel Acosta
Katrina Adams
Timothy Adams
Anna Adrianse
Kristen Agee
Hawraa Albesher
Maryam Alhussain
Shelby Allen
Maria Amato
Kailee Anthony
John Armock
Hailey Armstrong
Tori Back
Jennifer Balcom
Shelby Bauer
Rachel Baumann
Lauren Beam
Kiah Beck
Katelyn Belanger
Katelyn Bell
Shawna Bennett
Amanda Benson
Mackenzie Bentz
James Bergren
Brianna Bergy
Tori Berry
Shelbi Besemer
Kayla Bicknell
Kristina Bird
Ryan Bissell
Rebekah Blackburn
Kirstin Boeskool
Brandon Boonstra
Samantha Boonstra
Lyndsey Bosanic
Andria Boss
Knight Bouathong
Chelsey Boven
Krystal Bowden

Ryan Bowen
Tiffany Bradley
Shelby Bradley
Alyssa Braun
Ashley Breakey
Samantha Bressler
Courtney Brewer
Makayla Brindley
Darci Brouwer
Megan Brower
Alana Brown
Melanie Brown
Rachael Brummel
Halaina Bufford
Hayley Bultema
James Bussler
Peter Callery
Meredith Campbell
Tea Caragao
Cara Cassady
Haley Castorena
Tyce Cave
Leah Cederquist
Mary Chapman
Sophia Chrispell
Margarett Chrispell
Mia Ciccoretti
Samantha Clark
Karalyn Collard
Shana Collins
Ronald Collins
Nacole Cooley
Melissa Cooper
Rebeka Cooper
Rachel Cornell
Mary Courser
Kristen Cranney
Kailey Crenshaw
Taylor Cummings
Shelby Day

Adam Denittis
Rebecka Deroos
Savanah Deshano
Jennifer Devos
Melissa DeWent
Carrie Doss
Sharon Dougherty
Madeline Downey
Lauren Doyle
Ashley Driscoll
Cathleen DuBay
Morgan Ducharme
Bonnie Duman
Destiny Dunkelberger
Amanda Dunneback
Jillian Durante
Hope Earl
Parker Ensing
Alex Falk
Danielle Falk
Andrew Famiano
Rachel Farber
Emileigh Ferguson
Leaha Ferriby
Melanie Fields
Austin Flees
Logan Fleming
Brittany Forton
Taylor Foster
Rachel Fox
Rachel French
Rebekah Fullmer
Sara Funk
Parker Gadd
Kayla Gapp
Jessica Gardner
Priscilla Garrett
Kensington Garvey
Regina Gasco
Maria Gervais

Ta’lor Gibson
Sean Gillett
Susanne Gleason
Jaymi Goertz
Danielle Golla
Sarah Grabe
Kathleen Gray
Kristi Gray
Anne Gregg
Jannette Grenenbergs
Samantha Gross
Sara Grusecki
Nicole Guiles
Sarah Gunia
Holly Haagsma
Samantha Hall
Victoria Hallmark
Courtney Hames
Sarah Hammond
Sydnie Harding
Bryanna Harlan
Abigail Harmala
Michelle Harms
Sarah Harrie
Shane Harrison
Stacy Harrold
Courtney Hearth
Kristyn Hendricks
Lucas Henry
Jack Herman
Abbey Hilden
Katie Hildenbrand
Jared Hiles
Mariah Hines
Kate Hines
Emily Hodges
Gina Hodges
Ashley Hoffmeyer
Danielle Holland
Shannon Hollern

Melissa Holstine
Reyann Homan
Audrie Horton
Benjamin Hughes
Marissa Hunley
Jenna Hunt
Tia Huynh
Cristina Isac-Huggins
Kaitlyn Jensen
Taelor Johns
Sarah Johnson
Jessica Johnson
Kathleen Johnston
Sean Kane
Alyssa Kauffman
Meghan Kaufman
Danielle Keenan
Kristen Kempema
Kaitlyn Ketchum
Megan Kiehle
Samantha Kinne
Sara Kiper
Justin Koeppel
Monica Krackowski
Hannah Kruckenberg
Mercedes Kruger
Logan Kunath

Laurel Kuzawa
Carly Kyre
Callie Labar
Alizabeth Lahaie
Madison Lake-Wickham
Kristi LaMarche
Brooke Larsen
Nathan Larson
Catheryn Larson
Riley Lawson
My Lien Le
Larraine Lenoir
Haylie Lenon
Jennifer Leonard
Jamie Lester
Kamaria Lewis
Olivia Licari
Courtney Licavoli
Katrina Lindemann
Stephanie Linke
Ashley Little
Caleb Logan
Kassey Lohman
Kira Longcore
Emily Lord
Cathrine Ludy
Kacie Lueck

Lily Luong
Claire MacKenzie
Baily Majersky
Nicole Majeske
Brooke Malatinsky
Melanie Manske
Karnae Martin
Ericka Martin
Nadia Martinez-estrada
Kylie Masters
Renae Mata
Amanda Matsudo
Nicole Matzke
Megan McConnell
Kaitlyn McInnis
Madison McKay
Renee McNulty
Courtney Merrell
Jennifer Mikowski
Sadie Milbrath
Jessica Miller
Joshua Miller
Colton Mitchell
Brad Moldovan
Shannon Moreno
Sidnie Morris
Brittany Morrison

Rebecca Mrozinski
Megan Musser
Walid Nasir
Trevin Nemeth
Stephanie Newton
Ashley Nykamp
Paige Ohlman
Megan Ohlrich
Delaney Olsen
Pauletta Oswald
Samantha Overholt
Michael Pall
Cayce Palmer
Allison Palmer
Angelica Papp
Jenna Parsons
Haley Patton
Laura Pauck
Mary Peltz
Giselle Perez
Amber Perry
Beth Peters
Sydney Pham-Ramirez
Lacey Pietro
Alexis Pillion
Amberlyn Plath
Jared Plume
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Christopher Poiner
Brittany Portwood
Blaze Pratt
Rachel Priem
Jessie Reid
Alexandra Reits
Makaila Richardson
Brody Richey
Mona Riswadkar
Robert Rogers
Brandon Romanek
Brandon Rose
Bryan Roy
Karissa Rudden
Lisa Ruginis
Krystle Russow
Lindsey Ryon
Ashlea Sams
Alicia Saylor
Jennifer Schaap
Katlyn Schankin
Victoria Schmitt
Molly Schneider
Delaney Scholl
Payton Schrader
Jennifer Schultz
Holly Schwennesen
Mallory Sciamanna
Ashley Scott
Rebecca Seifferly
Lisa Sheehan
Emily Shepard
Danielle Sickles
Rachel Siddall
Rebecca Sivertsen
Adrianna Skarl
Leah Skinner
Justine Small
Susan Smith

Tricia Smith
Hannah Smith
Princess Smith
Alyson Smyth
Michael Snyder
Kailey Sorensen
Whitney Soule
Lauren Sparling
Alexis Sprague
Nicole Springer
Justyce Stadler
Kelsey Stolicker
Samuel Stover
Dana Swanson
Tiffany Swartz
Cindy Takus
Anna Teerling
Stephanie Tenbusch
Megan Terrian
Jennifer Thibodeau
Alainie Thomas
Stacey Tober
Nichole Tracy
Oanh Truong
Taylor Tyndall
Megan Upham
Sarah Van Gorden
Katherine Vance
Taylor Vandenberg
Amber Vandervelde
Ashley Vanderwal
Kasey VanPutten
Elizabeth Wagner
Brandi Wagner
Sheila Wakeham
Josie Walter
Taylor Walters
Devon Warner
Karren Washburn

Kelsey Waterman
Joseph Way
Rachel Weaver
Kimberly Webster
Jennifer Weis
Katie Wendlowsky
Natalie Wilkosz
Claudia Wilks
Lauren Willard
Rachel Wille
Kaitlyn Williams
Jennifer Winkel
Elisa Wirth
Sarah Witteveen
Marquis Woodson
Heather Wright
May Nhia Yang
Kari Yost
Megan Young
Ashley Yuan
Tyler Zaloga
Mattison Zell
Katina Zenner

Kayla Sheffield
Ferris State Student

The College of Health Professions would like to welcome our new 

addition to the staff, Kayla Sheffield. Kayla will be working on all 

of our graphic design needs. She is a student here at Ferris State 

University and is majoring in graphic design. She will be helping CHP 

with the newsletter, fliers, and much more! We are very excited to have 

her on our team and cannot wait to see what she creates in the future. 

Student SnapshotDean’s List of Summer 2018 
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Scholarly Endeavors
Drs. Fathima Wakeel and Anuli Njoku received a Ferris faculty research grant of $7, 436 for their 
project entitled “Geographic and Socioeconomic Correlates of Prenatal Smoking in Mecosta and 
Newaygo Counties”. They will be working with an undergraduate Public Health student researcher 
Jaivon Caldwell and Dr. Austin Stanforth from the Geography department to carry out this project.

Congrats to Susan Owens on her grant proposal award from the Ferris Foundation for the “Inter-
Professional Task Force Poverty Simulations” project in the amount of $4,400.

Research Grant

Foundation Grant

Congratulations to Emmanuel D. Jadhave for receiving $4,700 for his proposal for a Faculty 
Research Grant. The research includes an assessment of leadership competencies in the field.

Congrats to Pam Smyth on her grant proposal award from the Ferris Foundation for the project 
titled “Inter-Professional Simulations with IV Therapy ” in the amount of $7,500

Faculty Research Grant

Foundation Grant
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Scholarly Endeavors
Dr. Anuli Njoku, Public Health faculty, conducted 
a smoking awareness workshop for the Endless 
Opportunities youth mentoring program at the Baxter 
Community Center in Grand Rapids on April 11, 2018. 
Endless Opportunities was founded to provide life-
changing experiences to people of all races, genders and 
backgrounds, with a goal to enhance the community 
by giving back and providing opportunities to those in 
need. The presentation was well-received by attendees 
and the youth were very engaged. This is one of the 
many instances of Ferris employees collaborating with 
individuals and organizations surrounding the University.

Anuli Njoku presented “Stimulating Awareness, Interest and 
Motivation among Students in an Undergraduate Rural Public Health 
Course” at the 29th International Conference on Teaching, Education & 
Learning, held December 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Smoking Awareness

Bangkok

Diabetes Research

Anuli Njoku and Fathima Wakeel were among faculty mentors for the 
9th annual La Academia del Pueblo Undergraduate Research Conference 
at Wayne State University. The event was supervised by Anuli Njoku.

La Academia Del Pueblo

As part of the “Tobacco-Free Generation Campus 
Initiative” grant from the American Cancer Society, 
Dr. Fathima Wakeel worked with three Public Health 
students (Alyson Hill, Anthony Picard, and Ali 
Quilitzsch) to organize and execute the Ferris “Kick 
Butts Day” event at the University Center on March 
21. “Kick Butts Day” is a nationwide event that aims 
to increase the awareness of and advocacy for tobacco 
cessation, especially among the youth.

Kick Butt!

Florence Dood had received the Excellence in 
Education Award from the Sigma Theta Tau Kappa 
Epilson at -large Chapter Honor Society of Nursing 
last December in 2017.

Florence Dood
As a faculty mentor for the Center for Latino Studies’ 
Promesa Scholars Program, Dr.  Anuli Njoku supervised 
Public Health student Maria Alvarado and Social Work 
student Taylor Flannigan to develop a research poster 
titled “Diabetes in the Michigan Hispanic Community”.  
The research examined 2014 Hispanic Behavioral Risk 
Factor Survey data to explore factors associated with 
increased diabetes risk among Hispanics over the age of 
18 in Michigan.  This research was presented at the ninth 
annual La Academia del Pueblo Undergraduate Research 
Conference at Wayne State University on April 21, 2018, 
and received a top poster award at the conference.
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Scholarly Endeavors

Gail Bullard had the opportunity to speak at the AUPHA annual 

meeting. Her topic is about synchronous learning in an online program. 

Using learning platform tools and technology, students are able to 

experience student-centered learning through synchronous sessions in each 

course, every semester.  

As a result of attending this session, participants will gain insight into one 

method for incorporating synchronous learning in a fully online graduate 

program and participants will learn how student and faculty feedback 

impacted change in the synchronous learning methods.

Summer Olympics

Getting Our Ducks in A Row

Dr. Fathima Wakeel worked in collaboration with the Public Health Student Association to organize 
campus-wide events for National Public Health Week from April 2-6 . Three important events 
that elicited substantial campus participation included the “Bulldog Mental Health: The LGBTQ+ 
Perspective” event on April 2 (collaborators included Kendree Berg from the Ferris LBGTQ+ Center 
and Lindsay Barber from the Birkam Health Center); the Community Health Fair on April 3 (this 
event was planned by the CHP Community Health Fair Planning Committee, which includes Tracy 
Glentz, Cathy Archer, Sandy Burns, Anuli Njoku and Fathima Wakeel); and the Spring Cleaning 
Campus Cigarette Clean-up on April 4.

The LGBTQ Perspective

In June 2018, some Ferris dental hygiene students and 
staff participated in providing dental screenings and 
patient education in the healthy athlete village at the 
Special Olympics Summer Games and Center Michigan 
University.  Some of the students got to play tooth fairy 
for the day! It was a great opportunity for students to 
educate athletes. This is an annual event that anyone can 
volunteer for.
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Doctorate Degrees!
Congratulations to those who earned 
their doctorate degrees this year! 

including...

Mark Hutchinson Tami Wolverton

Kimberly McVicar Antionette Epps

Julie Ward
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CHP Highlights
Hands ON STEM
70 middle school boys visited Ferris State University and learned a lot about the different health career programs that 
Ferris State University offers. 

There were many fun activities for the middle schoolers. For example, the boys had a fun activity to experiment and 
learn about STEM.

There is a new display in the dental reception room in the dental hygiene building. The kit informs visitors passing by, how 
commonly known drinks are affecting your teeth. In the image above, Ally Baier and Tim McClelland are learning about the 
different drinks and their health facts. The goal for the kit is to inform people and have them be aware of what they are drinking. 

People need to rethink about what they drink. 

The kit was generously donated by the Michigan Dental Association and the West Michigan District Dental Society. We are all 
very excited to have it on campus!

Go check it out and find out what your drinks contains and how it affects your health! 

Rethink Your Drink

Congratulations to these students that earned the Community Service award! These students had participated in 

50+ hours of community service! Thank you for helping our community.

Congratulations to...

Ali Quilitzsch, Alyson Hill, Paige Ohlman, Alexis Hartzell, and Anthony Picard!

Community Service
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There is a food basket that is open to anyone who may need a little something to help get 

through the day. It is sitting on the table by the microwaves in the CHP building. You can 

take whatever you need! If it needs to be refilled please contact Linda Morris (VFS 400) or Dr. 

Gustman (VFS 305).

CHP Food Basket

Forgot Your Lunch?

(Pioneer photos/Meghan Gunther-Haas)

Reaching Forward

Ferris students Hakeem Dodd (below) and 
Lauren Doyle instruct Reed City high-schooler 
Chandler Larson in the technique used to 
administer CPR.

Ferris student Shannon Moreno (left) times 
RCHS pupil Drew Arnold as she works on 
chest compressions.

Pediatric clinical sites for nursing students 
are often problematic to secure due to the 
increased petition for suitable sites. The need for 
alternative locations that promote the essential 
clinical learning objectives requires an ‘outside 
of the box’ approach. As healthcare is shifting 
to a more community based versus acute care 
focus, Dr. Florence Dood (community health 
faculty) and Dr. Susan Owens (pediatric faculty) 
discussed the prospect of approaching the Big 
Rapids Public Schools (BRPS) as a possible 
clinical site. In the spring of 2015, a meeting 
with the assistant superintendent provided the 
opportunity to initiate a beginning partnership 
between Ferris State University School of 
Nursing and BRPS. The SON would help with 
the health education and training of BRPS staff 
and BRPS, as a clinical site, would meet the 
goals for nursing students to observe growth and 
development of various age groups, implement 
health promotion concepts, and serve as role 
models for the pursuit of higher education.

In the fall of 2015 and spring of 2016, Dr. 
Owens and Dr. Dood provided education to 
staff/teachers on asthma control, medication 
administration and diabetes management. 
Bachelor of Nursing Science (BSN) students 

initially came to observe these training sessions 
and later participated for service learning 
hours. In addition, Dr. Dood, along with 
students, provided several diabetic trainings 
for staff with newly diagnosed diabetics in 
their buildings. In the fall of 2016, Dr. Dood 
was instrumental in continuing a relationship 
with BRPS. Her doctoral project, The 
Implementation of a School Based Asthma and 
Allergy Program at BRPS focused on the gap 
in care regarding asthma medications, asthma 
action plans, and epi-pens. She and nursing 
students provided staff training regarding 
school health issues. In 2017, the BRPS 
obtained a part time school nurse supported 
by Spectrum Health Healthier Communities. 
This provides an additional opportunity for 
students to observe the role of the school nurse. 
The school nurse covers BRPS and Reed City 
Public Schools (RCPS).

The BRPS became an official FSU SON 
pediatric clinical site in the fall of 2017 
with faculty, Professor Mariah Lab, taking 
two different groups of eight students to 
the schools. During the rotation at BRPS, 
nursing students spent time in the classrooms 
observing stages of development and assisting 

the BRPS nurse with ill student assessments. 
One of the goals while working with the 
students and staff of BRPS was to educate 
students on healthy lifestyle choices. FSU 
nursing students provided hand washing 
education in several classrooms as a health 
promotion project.

The SON is reaching strategic goals with 
these partnerships and the school systems 
are receiving much needed health education. 
RCPS developed an interest in having 
nursing students come to their district when 
the school nurse discussed the partnership 
the SON had with BRPS. Formalities were 
taken care of in the fall and in spring 2018, 
nursing students assisted in providing CPR 
training to RCPS high school seniors. The 
relationship building process has started with 
Evart Public Schools and it is anticipated that 
this will be an additional pediatric clinical 
site for fall 2018. The SON looks forward to 
the expansion of health promotion education 
in the schools as community opportunities 
continue to expand to other districts.
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In Memoriam

Margaret Wan
While serving as International Director, Margaret earned her PHD 
from USF in occupational health and safety. After her term in 
Toastmasters she started a non-profit “Better Trainers” to fill a gap in 
the Toastmasters training.

Her most recent years were spent working as a college professor at 
Ferris State University in Big Rapids, MI. When she wasn’t working, 
traveling to NY for treatments or visiting Florida for “Better Trainers” 
she was traveling the world ticking off items on her bucket list. She 
had a LONG list. 

She was in Greece a few weeks before her passing. Margaret had a 
reputation of hardly sleeping. You could find her online all hours of the 
day and night. It was hard to keep her still. She made the most of her 
final years and passed with grace and dignity.

Laura Jean Macfarlane at the age of 91, of Paris MI, passed away 
peacefully on April 7, 2018, in Big Rapids, Michigan.

She was born on Feb. 11, 1927. She graduated from Big Rapids 
High School in 1945 and took secretarial courses at Central Michigan 
University. She had a sizable raspberry pick/you-pick plantation on 
the farm throughout the 1960s and, then, she became a departmental 
secretary in the Ferris State College School of Allied Health, where she 
touched the lives of countless coworkers and students, retiring in 1990.

She worked tirelessly as a member of the Paris United Methodist Church, 
including serving as treasurer and on many boards over the 50-plus years 
of her attendance. Many will remember the flowers she tended and the 
beautiful arrangements she brought to so many Sunday services. Always 
growing a bountiful and immense garden, she loved to work the soil, 
loved nature, all animals big and small and life on her farm.

Laura Jean 
Macfarlane

A previous CHP student that has had an amazing experience with a CHP program 

and wanted to share her gratitude!

“I would like to thank the three of you (and Lisa) for my education. I’m so 

thankful now for simlab, and all of the opportunities that you gave us. Other 

interns have barely seen anything, and only had 2 “unknowns” per class. Those 

unknowns were always purity plates, and they had never seen what any type of 

culture should have looked like.  They don’t know about chemistry analyzers, or 

what tests are included in what panels. They don’t know how cells should look 

with certain stains. For a good part of my education, I don’t think I realized how 

lucky I was to receive my education at Ferris, and to be taught by you. You’ve 

prepared me so well, and I’m so incredibly grateful for everything that you did.”

–Zoe Horn

Thank You CHP!
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Inaugural CHP Golf Scramble raises 
more than $8,000 for Emergency Student 
Economic Assistance Scholarship

Twenty-Four golfers participated in 18 holes of scramble golf at the Katke Golf Course at Ferris State University, 
raising scholarship funds for CHP students who find themselves in need of emergency economic assistance.

The College of Health Professions hosted 

its first Annual Charity Golf Tournament 

in Big Rapids, Michigan on Wednesday, 

May 23. Approximately $8,000 was raised 

to fund the Student Emergency Economic 

Assistance Scholarship Fund. Following 

dollar-for-dollar match by the Ferris 

Foundation, this results in total funds raised 

by this year’s event to over $16,000.

“Our inaugural event at Ferris’ Katke Golf 

Course was a huge success! After a cool and 

damp spring, this date was the warmest of May 

and was nearly perfect. The golf course was in 

spectacular condition and we’re already looking 

forward to next year’s event. Thanks to all who 

participated, sponsored and volunteered. We 

couldn’t have done it without you.”

Following a continental breakfast, tournament 

participants enjoyed a variety of competitions 

in addition to 18-holes of scramble golf 

tournament play. Activities included a 

“Marshmallow Long-Drive” competition 

as well as men’s and women’s longest drive, 

longest putt and closest to pin competitions. 

A catered luncheon and awards concluded the 

event with a Kayak and 50/50 raffle as well as 

numerous door prize drawings.

“It is such a joy to be able to host members 

of the greater Big Rapids and Ferris 

communities, Clinical Affiliates, local 

business leaders and supporters of the 

scholarship benefit at our inaugural Golf 

Tournament” says Greg Zimmerman, Event 

Host and Academic Department Head with 

the College of Health Professions. “We are 

fortunate to have family and friends who 

so generously support the efforts to help 

students in emergency economic need.”

A huge thank you goes out to the sponsors 

who helped make the golf tournament an 

exciting and successful fundraising event.

Ace Sponsors ($1,000 donors) – American 

Proficiency Institute, Dr. Paul Blake

Eagle Sponsors ($500 donors) – Dr. Kristi 

Haik & Dr. Steve Durst, FSU College of 

Education and Human Services, Metron 

(Miko Enterprises)

Birdie Sponsors ($250 donors) – Dr. Matthew 
Adeyanju, Tom & Dr. Gail Bullard, Kurt 

Knoth, NxGen MDx, Dr. Sue Owens

Par Sponsors ($100 donors) – Dr. Jason 

Bentley, Dr. Tom Daugherty, Ferris’ Alumni 

Assoc., Ferris’ Dental Hygiene Program, 

Ferris’ College of Engineering Technology, 

Dr. Scott Garrison,

Dr. Jennifer Hegenauer, Mark Kopson, Lowe’s 

Big Rapids, Michael & Sheila MacEachron, 

Phyllis Marchesotti, Dr. David Nichol, Dr. 

Kathryn Niemeyer, Spectrum Hospital Big 

Rapids/Reed City, Dr. Fathima Wakeel, Prof. 

Dr. Julie & Jerry Ward, Dr. Tami Wolverton, 

Tim Vanderlaan, Dr. Gregory Zimmerman.

Prize sponsors – AMC Theatres, Applebee’s, 

Avstar, Inc., Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Falcon 

Head Golf Course, Ferris Katke Golf Course, 

Ferris Alumni Assoc., Lowe’s Big Rapids, 

Meijer Big Rapids, Otterbox, Tina Smith, 

Wal-Mart Big Rapids, Wendy’s Big Rapids.

Perhaps golf participant and donor Betty 

Wakefield, summarized it best, “The 

fundraising cause, helping students in need 

is very important in our current student loan 

crisis. Many students have to borrow all of 

the funds that allow them to further their 

education and rise above the life that they have 

lived so far. The thought of a student having 

to stop college to earn more money in order 

to finish a semester or a school year is scary 

because so many never return. Every student 

that is willing to prove that they are serious 

about their education deserves to be able to 

complete it. Since I love golf, it was a very fun 

and easy way to support such a worthy cause 

for our hard-working, deserving students.”

Tournament Results
1st At 17 under par; 

Jeff Smith, Brad Halladay, Jen VanEck and Don McGreehan

2nd At 15 under par; 

Dr.’s Kristi Haik, Steve Durst, Phil Walling and Lincoln Gibbs

3rd At 11 under par; 

Mike Ross, Craig Wilsey, Holly Sheerin and Jason LaFave

Contest Results
Marshmallow Longest drive – Jeff Smith

Men’s Long Drive – Don McGreehan

Men’s Closest to the Pin – Craig Wilsey

Women’s Long Drive – Dr. Kristi Haik

Women’s Closest to the Pin– Betty Wakefield and Dr. Kristi Haik

Longest Putt – June Allen
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2nd Annual
 Golf Scramble

June 7, 2019

Falcon Head 
Golf CLub

Sponsored by
College of Health Professions

$75 per player
18-holes of golf, Cart, Breakfast, 

and Lunch Package

Scholarship Benefit
All money generated will be applied toward Ferris State University’s College of Health 

Professions Endowed Scholarship Fund in support of student economic assistance

Ferris State University

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s Policy on Non-
Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination. If you have a disability and require accommodation to participate 
in this event, contact 231-591-2313 to request accommodations at least 72 hours in advance.

Register Online:
www.ferris.edu/giving/golf_scramble.html

Registration Form
Teams Captain Name:____________________________
Address:
City:_______________State:____Zip
Phone:_______________Email:____________________

2nd Member Name:
Address:
City:_______________State:____Zip
Phone:_______________Email:____________________

3rd Member Name:
Address:
City:_______________State:____Zip
Phone:_______________Email:____________________

4th Member Name:
Address:
City:_______________State:____Zip
Phone:_______________Email:____________________

Registration 8am
check-in and continental breakfast

Shotgun 9:00am
4 person scramble format, 18-holes

Lunch and Prizes 
1:00pm
Lunch, Drawings and Prizes awarded

Sponsorship Options
     Ace Level - $1,000
($800 recognized as tax-deductible) Golf for a 4-person team in the event, product/
informational display at the luncheon, printed recognition on the rules sheet, recognition 
on a “Wall of Friends” display during luncheon, banner display on a hole during event, and 
recognition in the CHP Preview Newsletter.

     Eagle Level - $5oo
($400 recognized as tax-deductible) Golf for two(2) players in the event, printed recognition 
on the rules sheet, recognition on the “Wall of Friends” display during luncheon, a banner 
display on a hole during event, and recognition in the CHP Preview Newsletter.

     Birdie Level - $250
($250 recognized as tax-deductible) A banner display on a hole during event and recognition 
in the CHP Preview Newsletter.

     Par Level - $100
($100 recognized as tax-deductible) A banner display on a hole during event and recognized 
in CHP Preview Newsletter.

     Raffle Prize(s) – Please briefly describe item(s):
____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Contact Name: ___________________________________
Phone #: ___________Email:________________________
Total Amount Due: $______________________________

Golf, Cart, Breakfast and Lunch Package
____x $75 per person= $_____($35 tax-deduct, per person)

We welcome  single golfers and will gladly assign you to a foursome. 
All skill levels also accommodated! Please fill out completely (singles, 
twosomes, threesomes welcome; we will assist with rounding out foursomes)

Make checks payable to Ferris State University. If you are paying by 
credit card, please circle payment method and provide all required info.

Mastercard	 Visa	      AMEX	   Discover

Card Number:___________________________________

Expire Date:__________

Signature:______________________________________

Register Online: www.ferris.edu/giving/golf_scramble.html

Mail this registration Form with Payments to:
College of Health Professions
Attn: Greg Zimmerman
VFS 402
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307

Please call Greg Zimmerman at (231)591-2313 or email at:
gregzimmerman@ferris.edu with any questions
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Alex Gorsky

G
raduates of Ferris State University’s 
College of Health Professions and the 
Michigan College of Optometry will 
gain the perspective of an esteemed 
business leader, as Johnson & Johnson 

Chairman and CEO Alex Gorsky will receive an 
Honorary Doctorate of Health Professions, during their 
commencement ceremony on Friday, May 4 at 3:30 p.m.

Gorsky is recognized as a longtime advocate of diversity, 
inclusion and veteran’s issues, having recently been 
named one of the “100 Most Inspiring Leaders” by 
PharmaVOICE magazine. He also received the ROBIE 
Achievement in Industry Award from the Jackie 
Robinson Foundation, in 2017, and a variety of other 
awards throughout his career. Gorsky left the United 
States Army with the rank of captain, completing six 
years of service after graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, N.Y. He has also earned his 
Master of Business Administration from the Wharton 
School of the University of Pennsylvania.

Some graduates will receive their second opportunity 
to hear Gorsky speak this academic year, as he offered 
thoughts on “Global Healthcare, Perspectives for 
Students and Faculty” during the fifth annual Victor 
F. Spathelf Lecture in Williams Auditorium on Friday, 
Sept. 29, 2017. Gorsky said his commencement remarks 
will focus on the immense career opportunities available 
in healthcare, today.

“We’re living in one of the most promising times in 
human healthcare and this industry needs passionate 
people, like these graduates, to help move the needle on 
health and wellness for the global community,” Gorsky 
said. “Their degree from Ferris State University will 
take these students wherever they want to go; wherever 
there is a need for better health and a big heart.”

Gorsky also was keynote speaker for the university’s 
inaugural Spathelf Lecture, in 2013.

Also receiving honorary doctorates in Ferris’ Spring 
2018 commencement ceremonies will be Ferris 
alumna Teresa McKay, of the Department of Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service and Robert and Ellen 
Thompson, of the Thompson Foundation.

Approximately 1,900 Ferris students will participate 
in the Spring Commencement ceremonies on Friday, 
May 4 and Saturday, May 5 in Big Rapids.

The university’s ticketed commencement ceremonies 
will be held in Jim Wink Arena in the Ewigleben 
Sports Complex. Those guests without tickets will be 
able to watch the ceremony via a live stream on the 
university’s commencement website.

“We’re living in one of 
the most promising times 
in human healthcare 
and this industry needs 
passionate people...”
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