
Ferris Institute & 
Hampton Institute 

A collaboration that changed the lives of  
individuals and the direction of  a nation 



Providing 
Opportunity 

"During the past 10 years, the Ferris Institute has enrolled a 
large number of  young men who came to America from some 
foreign country. Finlanders, Norwegians, Swedes, Danes, 
Hollanders, Germans, Armenians and Mexicans were among 
the number. Frequently these young men are fairly well educated 
in their native tongue. What they wanted was a practical 
knowledge of  the English language. The Ferris Institute 
welcomes such young people. Special arrangements have been 
made to meet the demands of  these students. The principal aim 
is to enable these young men and women to read, write and 
speak the English language correctly. In from three to six 
months, the majority are able to speak, read and write English 
with ease and fluency.” 

Catalogue of  Ferris Institute, 1903-04. 



Mr. Ferris Reads from 
W.e.B. Dubois in 1903 

It is reported that Mr. Ferris 
read to the Ferris Institute 
Chapter IV, “The Meaning of  
Progress” from W.E.B. Dubois’ 
book The Souls of  Black Folk in 
1903, the same year it was 
published; this was seven years 
prior to the enrollment of  
Gideon Smith and Frank 
Roberts, two of  the first 
African American students to 
attend Ferris.  



1912 Senior Pharmacy class 
In September 1910, Frank M. Roberts, (top row, third from right), enrolled at Ferris 
Institute in the Pharmacy program. Gideon Smith is often credited as being the first 
African American student to attend Ferris, and he may have been; but, Roberts attended 
Ferris at the same time as Smith. Roberts graduated from the Pharmacy school in 1912. 
He was from St. Joseph, Michigan, and operated a pharmacy in Detroit for 35 years. 



The Ferris and 
Hampton 

Story 

From approximately 1910 until Mr. 
Ferris’ death in 1928, dozens of  
students from the Hampton Normal 
and Agricultural Institute attended the 
Ferris Institute to take special college 
preparatory courses before transferring 
to other schools. 
 

Many of  these students played vital 
roles in the history of  the United 
States. 



MAYBE NOT… 

•  “Woodbridge Ferris, inspired by Booker T. 
Washington’s autobiography, “Up From Slavery,” 
arranged to have a dozen or so black students from 
Hampton attend Ferris. They studied College Prep 
classes and then transferred to schools such as 
Michigan State and Michigan. Smith was one of  those 
otherwise anonymous students.” 

•  ~ From the website for Toms Shanahan’s book Raye of  
Light 



At this point we will show 
and discuss the banners 
for several of  the most  
accomplished Ferris/ 
Hampton students. 















Other Hampton/Ferris students 

Bishop Brown, Hampton 1914, 
Ferris 1915, died of  illness in 
1918.  

William Milton Howard, 
Hampton 1912, Ferris 1913. A 
University of  Michigan graduate, 
1917,became dentist in Detroit.  



Other Hampton/Ferris students 

Dr. Arthur James Wells, Hampton 1914, 
Ferris 1916. He became a dentist in Norfolk, 
Virginia, listed in Who’s Who in Colored 
America 1942 publication. 

Paul Singleton, Hampton 1916, 
at Ferris 1917-1918, Professor 
of  Biology at Virginia State, 
1927.  



Dr. Maceo Clark(e) 

Maceo Clark(e),1921 Ferris class picture.  

•  Maceo Clark(e), Hampton 1916-1917, 
Ferris 1921.  

•  He played baseball for the Negro 
League Washington Potomacs in 
1923-1925; also, played with player/
manager and Hall of  Famer Ben Taylor. 

•  Clark was a physician in Dayton, Ohio.  

•  He was elected the 13th President of  the 
Dayton NAACP in 1961. 

•  He served on the Ohio Higher 
Education Board of  Regents from 
1966-1975. 



Other Hampton/Ferris students 

Dr. Lawrence E. Paxton, Hampton 1915-1917, 
Ferris 1921. He served as Chairman of  the 
Citizens Protective Association and a member 
of  the Roanoke School Board. 

Dr. Hannibal D. Clark(e), Hampton 
1917-1918, Ferris 1921. There is a Dr. 
Hannibal Clarke Scholarship for 
Dentistry at Marshall University.  



Dr. Maceo A. Santa Cruz 

•  Maceo A. Santa Cruz, 
Hampton 1919. 

•  He attended Ferris 
1921-1923.  

•  He graduated from the 
Howard University School 
of  Dentistry in 1927. 

•  He was a hero murdered by 
two white men in Pulaski, 
Virginia, in 1951, as he 
defended two young girls 
who were being harassed.  Maceo Santa Cruz Ferris 1920 class picture.  



Nathaniel P. Miller 

•  Nathaniel P. Miller attended Hampton 
1914, and Ferris in 1920.  

•  Miller graduated from Northwestern 
University Dental School in 1929. 

•  Dr. N. P. Miller practiced dentistry in 
Farmville, Va. for over 50 years. 

•  He was President of  the Farmville chapter 
of  the NAACP. 

•  Dr. Miller’s dental practice facility, The 
Miller Building, was the meeting place for 
the American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) during the 5 year Prince George 
County school closings (due to rejection of  
racial integration).  

•  In 1969, Dr. Miller became the first 
African American to be on the Prince 
Edward School Board. 

 

Dr. Miller donating $10,000 to Howard 
University School of  Dentistry in 1969. 



Leo A. Roy 

•  Leo A. Roy attended Hampton 1911, Ferris 1917. 

•  Roy was a Carpentry and Mechanical Drawing instructor, business 
manager, and accountant for Florida A & M 1912-1913. 

•  He was secretary and special accountant for the Phelps-Stokes Fund and 
the African Educational Commission. These two groups helped with 
housing and education of  “negroes, both in Africa and the United States, 
North American Indians, and needy and deserving white students.”  

•  Roy supervised the vocational education of  United States African 
American soldiers during WWI. 

•  He was a special accountant, cost accountant, business manager, and 
office auditor at Chicago University . 

 



Lieutenant Leonard McLeod 
Hampton 1917, Ferris 1920. 

McLeod was a commanding officer of  the Hampton R.O.T.C. since its beginning. Lt. 
McLeod was part of  the 17th Provisional Training Regiment at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, the 
first African American officer training program in the United States military. Lt. McLeod 
taught cadets, (white and black), from Yale, Harvard, Kemper Military Academy, and the 
University of  Alabama in 1919 at Camp Devens in Massachusetts. He came to Ferris in 
1920 to take up further study.  



Michigan Exhibit at Lincoln 
Jubilee 1915 

In 1914, Governor Ferris appointed a number of  delegates to study the progress 
and accomplishments of  African Americans 50 years after Emancipation. The 
report was presented at the National Half  Century Anniversary of  Negro 
Freedom and Lincoln Jubilee at Chicago, Illinois 1915. 



Woodbridge N. Ferris 

Michigan Manual of  Freedman’s Progress. 
Address by Governor Woodbridge N. Ferris 
1915. 

Woodbridge N. Ferris 

“The Ferris Institute is one of  
the most democratic schools in 
the United States. It has no 
color line; it has no age limit; it 
has no educational 
requirements for admission. It 
is open to every man and 
woman every boy and girl who 
are hungering for an 
education.” 
   



W. N. Ferris and Booker 
T. Washington 

Governor Ferris and Booker T. Washington attended and were speakers at multiple conferences 
including the Upper Peninsula School Teachers 'Association Conference in October 1914. Both 
leaders were scheduled to attend the National Conference on Race Betterment in January 1914, but 
Ferris had to attend to the miners’ strike in the Upper Peninsula. He read from Washington’s Up From 
Slavery at morning exercises in 1910—this was prior to Gideon Smith and Frank Roberts attending 
Ferris Institute. In 1916, Ferris gave a speech at a NAACP memorial for Washington in Detroit. It 
was called “Washington’s Contributions to Education.” 



Senator Ferris at Hampton 
Founder’s Day 1928  

Remarks made about Mr. Ferris 
address at the 1928 Hampton 
Founder’s Day event. 

“Hon. Woodbridge N. Ferris, U. S. 
Senator from Michigan, the founder 
and president of  Ferris Institute, Big 
Rapids, Mich., where a number of  
former Hampton students have taken 
special preparatory work. Mr. Ferris 
gave an address of  unusual force, 
holding his audience in rapt attention, 
and illustrating his points with pertinent 
stories which appealed very strongly 
especially to the youthful members of  
his audience who will long remember 
his appeal for the cultivation of  the 
homely virtues.”  
 
~ January 29, 1928 



Other Ferris/
Hampton students 

These nine students attended both the Ferris Institute and Hampton Institute. 
More research is needed to discover their accomplishments. 

First Row 

•  Henley Pressey, Hampton 1918-1919, Ferris 1921.  

•  Charles Jackson, Hampton 1917-1918, Ferris 1920. 

•  Virgil L. Haskins, Hampton 1914, Ferris 1920.  

Second Row 

•  Charles L. Pope, Hampton 1918-1919, Ferris 1921.  

•  Oakes A. White, Hampton 1917-1918, Ferris 1923.  

•  Grady Herring, Hampton 1920-1921, Ferris 1923.  

Third Row 

•  Jasper C. Godwin, Hampton  1916-1917, Ferris 1921.  

•  Edward P. Bouldin, Hampton 1916-1917, Ferris 1921.  

•  James J. Bowman, Hampton 1917-1920, Ferris 1922.  

 



Other possible 
Hampton students 

Overall, 37 students have been identified as having a Ferris/Hampton 
connection. The nine students below attended Ferris, but it is not clear if  they 
attended the Hampton Institute. 

First Row 

•  Charles A. Broaddus or Broadus, Louisville, Kentucky, at Ferris 1922-1923. 

•  Vernon Gray, Muskogee, Oklahoma, at Ferris 1923. 

•  P. M. Floyd, Philadelphia, at Ferris 1922. 

Second Row 

•  L. M. Miles, Bridgeport, Connecticut, at Ferris 1921. 

•  L. C. Dade, New York, NY, at Ferris 1916. 

•  Charles H. Fisher, Portsmouth, Va., at Ferris 1920. 

Third Row 

•  Wm. Hearn, Montreal, P.O., at Ferris 1921. 

•  O. H. Simpkins, Norfolk, Va., at Ferris 1923. 

•  Mack C. Barlow Jr., Roanoke, Va., at Ferris 1923. (Family owned Dumas 
Hotel in Roanoke, Va. 

 



More stories to 
explore 

Luis H. Lopez, 
Ecuador, 
Ferris Institute 
1916 



More stories to 
explore 

Elodie Desmul, 
Banker Program 
Ferris Institute 
1917 



More stories to 
explore 

E. Margirada, 
Porto Rico 
Ferris Institute 
1921 



More stories to 
explore 

Eva Casey 
Chicago, Illinois 
Ferris Institute 
1927 



More stories to 
explore 

Unidentified 
African 
American in 
Bookkeeper 
program 
Ferris Institute 
1917 



More stories to 
explore 

Unidentified 
African 
American on 
football team 
Ferris Institute 
1917 



Where do we go? 

•  University-wide presentations 

•  Connecting with current officials at Hampton University  

•  Investigating other stories—for example, International 
students came to Ferris before 1900 

•  Continue researching the story, which means working with 
a larger number of  researchers at Ferris and Hampton 

•  Pictures, prints, videos…. 

•  Other ideas? 


