FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY
Legacy of Diversity and Inclusion

the first class of Big Rapids Industrial School in 1884 consisted of ten men and five women, with
both Woedbridge and Helen Ferris being the schoal's first teachers. The aim of the institute was to
provide educatlonal apportunity for all people, and the Ferris® practicved that in word and deed.

Ferris State University History Task Force

A Remarkable Experience of
Black Education during Jim Crow

Between 1910 and the mid-1920s, more than sixty black students from the South bravely
traveled north to Ferris Institute, a small, mostly white school in Big Rapids, Michigan. They
came to enroll in college programs and college preparatory courses—and to escape, if only
temporarily, the daily and ubiquitous indignities suffered under the Jim Crow racial
hierarchy. They excelled in their studies and became accomplished in their professional
fields. Many went on to both ignite and help lead the explosive civil rights movement. Very
few people know their stories—until now.

Haste to Rise is a book about the incredible resilience and breathtaking accomplishments of
those students. [t was written to unearth, contextualize, and share their stories and important
lessons with this generation. Along the way we are introduced to dozens of these Jim
Crow-era students, including the first African American to win a case before the U.5.
Supreme Court, Belford Lawson, the lead attorney in New Negro Alliance v. Sanitary Grocery
Co. (1938), a landmark court battle that safeguarded the right to picket. We also meet one of
Lawson's contemporaries, Percival L. Prattis, a pioneering journalist and influential
newspaper executive. In 1947, he became the first African American news correspondent
admitted to the U.S. House and Senate press galleries. There is also an in-depth look into the
life and work of the institute's founder, Woodbridge Nathan Ferris, a racial justice pioneer
who created educational opportunities for women, international students, and African

A REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF Americans.

BLACK EDUGATION DURING JIM CROW Haste to Rise is a challenge to others to look beyond a university's official history and seek a
DAVID PILGRIM AND FRANKLIN HUGHES more complete knowledge of its past. This is American history done right!

PREFACE BY DAVID EISLER
This book is available for purchase at PMPress, Amazon, or through the Jim Crow Museum.

Ferris State University History Task Force

‘The History Task Force seeks to preserve and commemorate the history and
traditions of Ferris State University. Formed in J'nn 2 to plan the celebration F | N d us on
of W_N. Ferris' 150th birthday, the committee ¢ 1es work to recognize

significant events in the University’s history. . facebook.com/FerrisHist

Ferris State University History Task Force * 2021-2022 Founders’ Day Calendar
Copyright © 2021 Ferris State University. All rights reserved.
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FERRIS INSTITUTE JOURMNAL.
THE F. C A. MEETING.
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September 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Founders’ Day
Founding of Big Rapids
Industrial School, 1884
Drop/Add ends
(closes at 5pm)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Labor Day Birthday of Helen
(no classes) Ferris, 1853
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Patriot Day
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
First Day of Autumn
25 26 27 28 29 30
Dedication of the W.N.
Ferris statue, 1983




