
 
 
 
 
 

November 2023 Board Communication 
 
 

 2023-2024 CSO Competitive Grants  
 

Since its inception in 1997, the Ferris State University Charter Schools Office has provided 
resources to the University’s authorized public-school academies in numerous ways.  Our mission 
statement sums up that commitment:  
 

By implementing quality oversight, the Ferris State University Charter Schools 
Office focuses on student growth and achievement, offers professional learning  
opportunities, and provides relevant resources to its public-school academies. 
 

Consistent with our mission, the Ferris State University Charter Schools Office is pleased to 
announce that all FSU-authorized academies are eligible to apply for a competitive grant of up to 
$25,000 for the 2023-2024 academic year.  The grant may be used for one of four “bucket” areas: 
Safety and Security, Extra Curricular Activities, Staff Professional Development, or Other projects 
that do not fit these first three areas.  The total amount of funds for the grant program offered by the 
Ferris State University Charter Schools Office is $300,000.   
 
Here is some specific information: 

 
• Academies must complete the CSO Competitive Grant Request Application outlining the project, 

anticipated cost, and rationale for the project.  The completed application is submitted in 
Epicenter no later than November 10, 2023. 

 
• Grant requests may be for any amount up to, but not exceeding $25,000 to fund specific 

projects not covered by the Academy’s general fund.  The grants are not meant to supplant 
general budget money, but to enhance offerings or projects that the Academy would not be able 
to fund otherwise. 

 
• The grant must benefit academy students and/or staff. 
 
• Academies may apply for more than one grant, but must use a separate application for each 

request.  Award amounts are cumulative, no academy will be awarded more than $25,000 in 
total funding.   

 
• Academies will be notified of their grant status no later than November 27, 2023.  Grant awards 

will be disbursed in early December 2023 State Aid payments. 
 
 

 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
 

As a public institution, the academy and its Board of Directors are subject to the Michigan Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA).  As such, your board has a board policy regarding public records and has 
appointed a FOIA Coordinator.  For further FOIA details, please refer to your board policy and the 
Freedom of Information Handbook - Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel.  For specific guidance 
regarding FOIA, the Board President may want to consult with the board’s attorney.  

 
 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/-/media/Project/Websites/AG/FOIA/FOIA-Handbook-January-2023.pdf?rev=1e665e0ce0de400386fd327310c13598


 
 Mastermind Network and FSU CSO Hubs 

 
The Mastermind Network is an online community hosted by the Michigan Association of Public 
School Academies (MAPSA).  It is digital community built to connect charter school educators from 
every corner of the Mitten, bridging physical distance to foster conversation, collaboration, problem 
solving and professional development.  Within this site, you will find Ferris State University Charter 
Schools Office two private hubs, one for school leadership and the other for board members.  The 
hubs look similar to a private Facebook group.  To join or sign into an existing account, please click 
on Mastermind Network.  From there you can join two FSU CSO hubs, School Leadership and 
Academy Board Members.  You’ll find recorded professional development sessions, updates on 
legislation that affects public education and/or board governance, CSO Board Communications and 
other important information. 
 
We encourage you to join the Mastermind Network and FSU CSO Hubs.  
 
  

 2023-2024 Board Professional Development Webinars 
 

Mark your calendar for the second live webinar, How to Engage in Legislative Advocacy, in our 
2023-2024 board professional development series, The HOW TO’S of Board Governance.  It is 
scheduled for Wednesday November 15, 2023 6:00pm – 6:30pm.  Board members look for an email 
invitation from AirWin Educational Services with registration information.  This webinar will focus on 
the active role board members can play in the political arena supporting their schools and charter 
school education in Michigan.      
 
Below are links to the on-demand webinars, as well as the recorded September webinar. 
 
 How to Become An Effective Board President   
 
 Transparency Requirements:  HOW TO... Ensure Your Board is Complying 
 

Board Recruitment Strategies:  HOW TO... Recruit Board Members Effectively 
 
Board/School Leader Relationship:  HOW TO... Ensure a Positive Working Relationship With 
Your School Leader 
 
Using Board Policy to Inform Decision Making 
 
Board's Appropriate Role in Parent/Community Complaints 

 
Each board member that attends a live webinar or watches an on-demand webinar can earn one 
professional development credit for their respective board.  To earn the credit the board member will 
share their 2-3 takeaways about the webinar at a board meeting.  Boards are required to complete 
three credits per academic year by two or more board members. 
 
 

 Important Epicenter Deadlines 
 

November 1, 2023 – Audited Financial Statement and Management Letter (Board Received & Reviewed) 
November 1, 2023 – Scorecard-Financial AFS  
November 3, 2023 – Board Candidate Application (for consideration at the 12/15/2023 FSU BOT meeting) 
November 11, 2023 – 2023-2024 FSU CSO Competitive Grant (optional)  
November 16, 2023 – Student Count 
November 30, 2023 – Hylant Insurance Policy Submission 

 

https://micharter.mn.co/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fdb6b0d26879b4547b7d7ae8659ce2c35%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7Ceebc01abcad64a863e0908dbbad0829f%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638309178412572454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DC1ivWl9gV4fae95NKtivFWoK3mj06mcfvWoDCCBR4Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fc0f193914ba54f9f954922474116d7d1%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C2d94bc292f9847753c9408db82b25586%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638247475220093842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h1G6K6eHE5w039BjjG9w4s3UTcvn6I9KoGePhZ%2Biva4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fa029d4da248c4b0f999a05a36e548c5e%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C2d94bc292f9847753c9408db82b25586%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638247475220093842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a12TUt9jbkCEs%2B6Yq%2FYffSxJuYtuDoX0TgaMQK0Oue4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fd2f98c8d1e834b14ba435024320423a6%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C2d94bc292f9847753c9408db82b25586%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638247475220093842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ki4EJuexCMJSvjOEcZbH%2FdS7nbLv0l8U4CprWsjdIkk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fd2f98c8d1e834b14ba435024320423a6%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C2d94bc292f9847753c9408db82b25586%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638247475220093842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ki4EJuexCMJSvjOEcZbH%2FdS7nbLv0l8U4CprWsjdIkk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2F336c648f26e843009b9ede1183363109%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7CSharonHopper%40ferris.edu%7C55aaa1490125496e3f3e08dbb3d5efcd%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638301503677765975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8QyPTpVHF3X8ElH33Djck7mQVp86P6l0tgmBryzOz4A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2F49a57a9083ed4b83bbc66a21ed813647%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C01%7CSharonHopper%40ferris.edu%7C55aaa1490125496e3f3e08dbb3d5efcd%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638301503677765975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bzaYZi9Y2jZjPYwOxYdYP5eLynYmtjMQS8kTxjG3b1Y%3D&reserved=0


 
 Important Date 

 
November 15, 2023 – Board Professional Development Webinar 
 
 

 MCCSA Annual Report 
 

As a member of the Michigan Council of Charter School Authorizers (MCCSA), in September we 
received the MCCSA 2021-2022 annual report.  The report provides insight into the objectives of the 
Council, how it’s doing with meeting those objectives and what activities they engage in to reach 
those objectives.   
 
In addition to key facts and figures about the Council and other interesting information, the report 
spotlights one of the schools FSU authorizes, Muskegon Montessori Academy for 
Environmental Change.  
 
To read the complete report, please click on MCCSA 2021-2022 Annual Report. 
 
 

 Any Questions? 
 
You may contact your FSU Field Representative or Sharon Hopper if you have any questions 
regarding this Board Communication.  Important and/or urgent information that cannot wait until the 
next Board Communication will be sent to you by email. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59df70a9a9db094213656780/t/641db677d075754580c44969/1679668858166/MCCSA+Annual+Report+2021-22+FINAL.pdf

