
 
 
 
 
 

April 2024 Board Communication 
 
 

 Clean Drinking Water Access Act 
 
On October 24, 2023 Michigan enacted the Clean Drinking Water Access Act.  There are two 
important sections of this new law we want to bring to your attention.   
 
First, no later than January 24, 2026 each school shall develop a drinking water management plan 
and make the plan available to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
(MDEGLE), school staff, parents/guardians of children enrolled in the school and the general public 
upon request.     
 
The plan must include all of the following: 
 

• Specify the location of each water outlet: 
o The location where a water outlet will be maintained to deliver water for human 

consumption, whether as drinking water or as a component of a food or beverage.  
o The location where a filtered bottle-filling station will be maintained.  The plan must 

provide for the maintenance of at least one filtered bottle-filling station for every 100 
occupants of the school, not including visitors or individuals attending special events. 

o The location where a filtered faucet will be maintained.  Filtered faucets may be 
maintained only when the installation of a filtered bottle-filling station is not feasible, 
but a water outlet for human consumption is necessary, including but not limited to, 
kitchens, nurses’ stations, preschool classrooms and teachers’ lounges. 

o The location of where a water outlet for other purposes will be maintained. 
o The location of where a water outlet will be shut off or rendered permanently 

inoperable. 
• Establish a schedule for when each of the following will occur: 

o Annual water sampling and testing of the water at each filtered bottle-filling station 
and filtered faucet in the school to ensure that the filters are properly installed and 
provide water with a lead concentration of not more than 5 parts per billion. 

o Regular replacement of the filter cartridge for each filtered bottle-filling station and 
filtered faucet in compliance with the manufacturer’s instructions ore 
recommendations of the MDEGLE. 
 

The law further states that each school shall review and update the plan at least once every five 
years and make changes as directed by the MDEGLE or as needed to comply with the Act.  

 
Second, the Clean Drinking Water Access Act states that no later than June 30, 2026 each school 
shall do all of the following: 
 

• Install all filtered bottle-filling stations and filtered faucets as indicated in the plan and not 
already in existence. 

• Shut off or render permanently inoperable any water outlet providing water for human 
consumption that is not a filtered bottle-filling or filtered faucet. 

• Post a conspicuous sign near each water outlet indicating whether or not the outlet is 
intended to provide water for human consumption. 

• By June 30, 2026 and annually thereafter, each school shall submit to the MDEGLE 
documentation on a form prescribed by the MDEGLE that certifies that the school has 
complied with the Act. 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-154-of-2023
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-154-of-2023


 
 

• Not install a drinking fountain unless the drinking fountain is a filtered bottle-filling station. 
 

When your FSU Field Representative conducts your School Safety & Security Checklist, they will 
verify that your school has a drinking water management plan, filtered bottle-filling stations and 
filtered faucets.  For further details about the plan, funding, water sampling and testing, please read 
the Clean Drinking Water Access Act in its entirety.   
 
    

 Important Dates 
 

          April 17, 2024 – Board Professional Development Webinar, Q & A session 
May 3, 2024  – Ferris State University Board of Trustees meeting  
 
 

 Important Epicenter Deadlines  
 

April 2, 2024 – Student Count 
April 30, 2024 – Budget - 3rd Quarter Financial Statements 
May 1, 2024 – Notice of Open Enrollment Certification of Completion 
 
 

 Board Professional Development Webinars 
 

Mark your calendar for the final live webinar in our 2023-2024 board professional development 
series, The How To’s of Board Governance.  It is scheduled for Wednesday April 17, 2024 
6:00pm – 6:30pm.  Board members look for an email invitation from AirWin Educational Services 
with registration information.   
 
This session will be unique and something that hasn’t been offered in previous years’ webinar 
series.  It will be a question and answer session totally driven by the questions from the board 
members in attendance.  So if you have follow-up questions to any of this year’s live or on-demand 
webinars, please attend this session.  We’re looking forward to interactive conversations with you 
about the board’s role and responsibilities!    
   
In case you missed previous live webinars or haven’t had an opportunity to watch the other 
recorded on-demand webinars, below are the links. 
 

How to Ensure the Safety and Welfare of Students 
 
How to Protect Against Charter School Closure 
 
How to Engage in Legislative Advocacy 

  
How to Become an Effective Board President   

 
 How to Ensure Your Board is Complying With Transparency Requirements 
 

How to Recruit Board Members Effectively 
 
How to Ensure a Positive Working Relationship With Your School Leader 
 
Using Board Policy to Inform Decision Making 
 
Board's Appropriate Role in Parent/Community Complaints 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-154-of-2023
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fab699f9492e2427cac5e1a4aa6de0931%2Frecording%2F4efb6910cdaa406db228b318fd3f500d%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105127353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UDLrUwLLQ%2FuW0WkGbW7z6Vx8mU5igm9ZeIUWcjPNkfo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fab699f9492e2427cac5e1a4aa6de0931%2Frecording%2Fb5bbba4f0ac34dec9a97ac41a5347081%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105133560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=svwGISSWKHIvp5dVeyXIW09CaNw7qQ%2F3BS6GLrsZTSI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fab699f9492e2427cac5e1a4aa6de0931%2Frecording%2Fe9b77942d942499584335af80b9f6c5d%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105145080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SSbDVQZzmxdXAxMAr3NaKmuO1Es5R8I0HqBIYPpHg%2B0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fab699f9492e2427cac5e1a4aa6de0931%2Frecording%2Fdb6b0d26879b4547b7d7ae8659ce2c35%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105139345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tugDvVXetWF1fGz%2BWioN2Y%2BsSXu7o%2BuyobX3DudpZBA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fc0f193914ba54f9f954922474116d7d1%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105119911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ClX3OUfMf0iA%2BGbJd2tPSY9Fpo9FpLMex2109ZFB9EE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fa029d4da248c4b0f999a05a36e548c5e%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105114055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nbjvuPqCYQkOXZrgq0F%2FrTlR6VvJbap3t2AZy1cqpAI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2Fd2f98c8d1e834b14ba435024320423a6%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105108063%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=264%2F4550BDma%2BFpYU0tyP%2FxQGeJCG%2B1MbRLnOMQoRW4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2F336c648f26e843009b9ede1183363109%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105100476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DTddbqeA6YUc7WYXuQVjDOoyr07XwOVNd%2Bx%2B4VDdJLc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotostage.com%2Fchannel%2Fc5ac75e163b148f2bc410e7dfc7b298f%2Frecording%2F49a57a9083ed4b83bbc66a21ed813647%2Fwatch%3Fsource%3DCHANNEL&data=05%7C02%7Csharonhopper%40ferris.edu%7C19a85b8d5d9543c7299d08dc3edae661%7C64b0362e85c04e95a4ce5651d96cb739%7C1%7C0%7C638454357105090478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PeeEinMtq%2FeXtJK4KKMiSurcczJ9x2BfLCBRjxLQ8%2BM%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
Each board member that watches a recorded or live webinar earns one professional development 
credit for their respective board.  Please remember to earn the credit the board member will 
need to share their 2-3 takeaways about the webinar at a board meeting.  Boards are required 
to complete three credits per academy year by two or more board members. 
 
 

 Major Purchase or Lease Over $150,000 
 
If your school plans to finance the purchase of facilities or equipment where the cost exceeds 
$150,000 and will take more than one year to pay, the Charter Contract requires this transaction to 
be reviewed by the CSO Director prior to finalizing the lease or purchase.  This is pursuant to the 
Charter Contract under Terms and Conditions, Article 3, Section 3.7.  Below is a screenshot of that 
section.   
 
Prior to finalizing these types of transactions, please submit the corresponding draft document 
through Epicenter’s Document Center under the submission type Transactions over $150,000 – 
FOR CSO REVIEW.  CSO Director Chris Loiselle will review the document and respond 
accordingly.  If you have any Charter Contract questions, please contact Chris at (616) 788-7825 or 
ChrisLoiselle@ferris.edu.  If you have any Epicenter questions, please contact Sharon Hopper at 
(231) 591-5804 or SharonHopper@ferris.edu. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ChrisLoiselle@ferris.edu
mailto:SharonHopper@ferris.edu


 
 
 

 Development of 2024-2025 Budget 
 

As a board responsibility, financial oversight is second only to student achievement in importance.  
Boards have an obligation to ensure that school leaders and/or management companies have 
competently and effectively managed the school’s finances.  It is that time of the year when schools 
begin to develop their budget for the next year.  
 
The law requires the budget to be presented, discussed and approved at a public meeting.  
Typically, boards schedule their budget hearing in May or June.  With that said, board members 
should receive the proposed 2024-2025 budget far enough in advance of the scheduled budget 
hearing to permit time for them to review and understand it, frame meaningful questions and 
negotiate changes, if appropriate.  Best practices also include comparing the proposed budget with 
past budgets to understand the school’s income and expense trends.  The careful planning and 
strategic allocation of resources is critical to the success of your school.  
 
 

 Any Questions? 
 
You may contact your FSU Field Representative or Sharon Hopper if you have any questions 
regarding this Board Communication.  Important and/or urgent information that cannot wait until the 
next Board Communication will be sent to you by email. 


