
PCAF: Advanced Studies in Marketing and Sales Leadership (Certificate) 

The proposed graduate certificate in Advanced Studies in Marketing and Sales Leadership will 
“supplement Ferris State University’s current undergraduate marketing degrees as well as provide depth 
of specific marketing related topics for individuals who do not have a marketing/sales undergraduate 
degree. This certificate will enable students to advance [their] knowledge and skills necessary for 
professional success in any business-related profession.” The target date for implementation is Fall 
2021.   

I support the proposed graduate certificate in Advanced Studies in Marketing and Sales Leadership for 
the following reasons: 

- Outstanding potential to attract our undergraduate students to continue at Ferris. “Students 
considering post undergrad classroom work will be able to choose a graduate certificate as a 
less expensive option. Students [who complete this] certificate will be able to apply these 
courses to the MBA…Students who have completed an undergraduate marketing program 
will be able to take more advanced graduate level courses to complement [their] 
knowledge.” 

- Courses comprising the proposed certificate can be offered utilizing existing resources in the 
College of Business. According to the proposers, in consultation with Department 
Administrators and the Dean, “No additional salaries, library materials, equipment or 
classroom materials will be required as our current marketing tenure/tenure track faculty 
will be assigned to the courses as required.”  

- Outstanding earning potential for graduates. According to PayScale.com “those who have an 
MBA in Sales and Marketing can earn up to $185,000 per year. Positions include regional 
sales manager, vice president of sales, marketing manager, business development director, 
business development manager, among other titles.”  

I recommend approving the PCAF giving permission for faculty in the Marketing Department in the 
College of Business to develop the full proposal.  
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