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october 19, 1970 

Ad Hoc Committee on Thoroughfare Plannlllg - Kalamazoo County 

Date of Heetir.g: I'IednesdC3\'l, October 11., 1970 

Attend:i..nt;: Don Swets, Bob Carroll, Bruce ~vatts and H.alph Stephenson 

The ad hoc CO.llunittee was appointed by Cit;y J:..lanager Ji.rn Capllll£er to act 
as a study and advisory group in respect to present and fut1.U'e thorou.e;h­
fare planning for the Kalamazoo region. The chairman of the group is 
Bob Carroll, traffic engineer for the City of Kalamazoo. It was agreed 
that Ralph Stephenson will take notes and provide :Hr. Carroll with a 
rough draft committee activity report. '1'11e draft will be rewritten in 
final forn if necessary for distribution to members of the committee and 
Mr. Caplinger by Mr. Bob Carroll. Distribution will be limited to those 
attending the meeting and ¥~. Caplinger. Further distribution will be 
at }tIre Caplinger's discretion. 

Ralph Stephenson mentioned he will also prepare a separate report of each 
meeting for distribution to his client. These reports will not normally 
be sent to members of the ad hoc committee, but if any specific infonna­
tion in them was needed it would be available upon request. 

The group first decided that regular meetings should be scheduled. The 
next meeting is to be on Wednesday, October 14, 1970, at 10:00 A.M., in 
the Public V.[orks Department conference room, kindly provided by Don 
Swets. At this meeting we w.nl beGin discussions of specific proposals 
as they relate to the thorOUGhfare plan and as are prepared and brought 
to the meeting by each committee member. It was further decided that 
for our first phase plannlll£ scheduled for completion Janua.ry 31, 1971, 
we \lfill concentrate efforts on the district bounded rou[hly by the 
universities on the west, the Kalamazoo HiveI' on the east, Cross Town 
ParkwC\y on the .south and Paterson street on the north. This does not 
mean l'fe will exclude from our study thoroughfare considsrations for all 
other parts of the City. It merely means that in considering the total 
thoroughfare plan our early detailed anal;:;sis will be concentrated in 
this area. The in-pr:L'1cipJe written report with schematic graphic material 
for the Phase One study due January 31, 1971. 

An llnportant discussion element in our first meetin[ was to define. the 
l-:inds of traffic and t!'ansport s:'stems lfe s1:ould be C onsiderin[. For 
defining kinds of traffic it was sULcested that we use a level of service 
concept described in tLe publication b;y Nortl:western UniversitJ, 
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IICapac Analysis Procedures for Sicnalizcd Intersections' l " a."'1d couple 
The level 
on an;y 

\'lith a §calar values~istem SUL[Csted Halph Stephenson. 
£! service concept reco.cnj.zes six conditions of traffic flml 
artery as f011ovIS: 

Leve 1 of 3erv~~ E;. 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

QOlldition of traffic flow 

Free flohi' 

stable flow' I'aT'..[irIL on 101'1 

densit:r side 

Stable flow ran[inc on 
densit:; side 

ApproachinG unstable flow 

Unstable flow - street at 
capacit~' 

Fore ed flo,., 

The scalar v'alue to 'be u~1e(i ir:, conjl111ction with 
a.s 1'01101'18: 

level of service is 

.5cale oi' Tra.:'fic 

1 

3 

4 

5 

of facLlity 
permits safe sneods of: 

65 to 80 1I.PH (Inter urban traffic) 
'between cities 

5~' to 65 :f..lPH (Intra w'ban traffic) 
within the cit~' 

35 to 50 l-:iPH (IntJ.~a urban tra.::fic) 

15 to 35 NPH (Intra urban traffic) 

o tc 15 lJPH (Intra urba!'" traffic -
ir.clucles par-ked traffic in lots, on 
streets" in sh'ucturcs or L'1 any 
facilit~ devoted to stor8£:e of 
vehicles. 

As an, example cf the use of this classific ation tecl:nique" a street or 
other thoroue:hfal'e a.:cea rated 3A ".vould consist of an intra uroaJ.l arter~: 
desi£:ned for traffic speeds of 35 to 50 ~lPH and currentl~' operatiJ.1C at 
a hiGh level eff'icienc:, correspondin~ to free flO't-l of traffic. A 
l'atiDC 4E indicates a street desicned for vehicular traffic speeds from 
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15 to 35 I'PH and operatinz; clITrentl;,' with tmstable flo'\'r at total capacit;;: 
• 

After deciding on the basic '\'lor!'C area and terminolo[,y, the committee next 
turned their attention to objectives. It was acreed our purpose to 
set in motion the forces necessar;)' to prepare and have adopted an official 
thoroU£hfare plan for the Kalamazoo area. It was decided that this 
committee should be available to the state Eieh'\'1ay Department for guid­
ance in their transportation plannin[; in Kalamazoo. 

Presently major work on t:1e area transportation study is done by 
the state Hi[h,\,/~i Department, a polic:,' co:t.:'Jnittee and a tecl:nical advisory 
committee. The State Hiehway Department has recular staff members work­
ing on a full tir.le basis on the project and are currently negotiating 
contracts w"ith consultants to do the detailed thoroughfare plannin[;. 
The polic~r committee is composed of elected officialo in the affected 
area and has a fundamental decision makinG responsibility. The techni­
cal advisory canurd.ttee consists of el1£ineers, safety consultants, State 
Hiehwa;y representatives, universitJ" representatives, and surveyors all 
from the various affected corrrrnunities who provide technical advice to 
the policJ- conmittee. 

Bec ause the Hightay Department is currently negotiating a consultant 
contract these groups are presently not active. However, when the State 
Hi[hwa~{ Department retains their consulta.l'lt there will be considerable 
work for the various Eroups. In addition, there probably will be a need 
for a permanent committee composed of members having wide spread community 
interests. 

Next the ad hoc con~ttee reviewed several concepts of a thoroughfare plan 
particular].;y as it relates to downtown Kalamazoo. Various points were 
brought up and eValuated with the concensus beine that the cuidelines for 
downtown [oals contained in the Kal&'D.a.zOO 1980 Plan would be reviewed by 
the members for pertinence and applicabilit~·. Generally it is felt pre­
sently that this plan still represents a solid and applicable guideli.ne 
for a thorouchfare stud~"T. It was further considered that the rationale 
for the existence of downtmm as outlined in the Kalarnazoo 1980 Study 
would form the basis of approach insofar as the objectives of a thorough­
fare plan are concerned. An exaraple is the i111portance of downtmffi pro­
perties to a good tax base. \-wen the 1980 study was prepared it was found 
that 7'fo of the total tax base of the City of Kalamazoo was provided b~r the 
downtown area, ,\,/11ile it occupied onl~' 8/10 of one percent of the total 
ground coverage of Kalamazoo. It was further pointed out that the high 

of other-than-retail-uses in downtmffi makes it urGent that the 
central business district not be considered merely a retail area. The 
very sizable concentration of Cit~ and County Governuental facilities 
placed around Bronson Park certainly five additional texture and character 
to c1otmtown land use. The continued development of the medical complex 
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to the east is another major factor in c onsiderinr the need for a 
healthy, vital central city area. In addition, dovmtovm is blessed 
with a singularl~r laree concentration of facilities that serve the 
cultural requirements of Kalamazoo. 

'l'hus, a brief stud:;' of current land use indicates that dm1ntown is still 
a very live heart of the Kalamazoo COlUlt:;r cOlnmlUlit~r. Its complexion a:nd 
internal make up has changed over the :;ears, but its role in relationship 
to the service it gives to the City remains relatively unchanged. 

After discussinG this general philosophy of approach ue moved to specific 
consideration of elements that make up the thoroug;hfare plan. One of the 
more important of these was a discussion of Arcadia and Portage Creeks. 
Insofar as the thorouE~hfare :!Jlan is concerned it is ir11portant that ~r 
consideration of improvement to the thoroughfare system i'1 the downtown 
and surrcundine areas over to the universities and out to the Kala.mazoo 
Hiver take into careful consideration irnprovement of the flow characteristics 
of Arcadia Creel::. Each year additional impervious land is added to the 
drainage basin in Arcadia Creek and causes a continued increase in the flow 
of water in this drain. Since it is a relatively clean faCility, and since 
it does flow through a particularly si[nificant part of dOi'mto'l'm, it is en­
tirely possible that the stream can be incorporated as an architectural and 
planning feature of the northern sector of dovmtown. It also, of course, 
will be expected to provide irilproved drainage for any thoroughfare system 
decided upon. Consideration must also be given of Portage Creek in an 
eValuation of the thorou[hfare s~'stem since it too drains a relatively 
large basin and is an :i.mportant feographic al feature of dovmtmm. It 
was decided that any recorrnnendations for improvement of Arcadia Creek 
would wait on in-principle decisions for t!1e thorou[hfare plan al"ound and 
in dmmtown. 

As a final item on the c om:mittee acenda, l·re discussed the various kinds of 
transportation 've should be concerned with. It Ivas considered important 
with ,articular respect to the corriclor8 that connect the r.orth side 
neichbornoods with dovmtmm and tho universities areas 1vitl. dOl'mt01'ln. 
These corric:ors provide excellent opportunities fo:' development of safe, 
convenient and :,J1easant transportation to and fro!:, the respective areas. 
The~' also provide desirable business and other urban Jand use potential 
alen:::: the routes. 

Types of transpcrtation to consider not cnl~' for the cor~idor areas, but 
for other ele,:'~ents of tile tl~Gl'OUr[·fare plan include: 

Autonobj.le 
Pedestrian 
Hail - Elevated, surface and under~~round 
Ail' 
Bus 
'Truck 
hovir:[: sidev{al:.~s 

Cor:ve~'or s:'sten:s 
Jl"1~ C ol:ibinat ion ()f the above. 
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FoY' instance, ::.n 011.T thcroll:zhfaY'e }Jlannin" "Te might want to evaluate a 
p"ogram to reduce t:'J8 arnolE:.:' of truclc s·<3l'vicf'; traffic to individual d()wr~­
"Lo'nl stores. As a possi'oil:i.t;,· He picht furthc~r C QJ;side::.' locatinL bro 
or three centr~ receivin~, shippinC and 1'>!arehollf.:d.l.1C facilities servic 
the dOimtmm aY'ea tllroucL lll"1deTcrO'lmcl. tunnel;::;, (bui.-:..t of, sa.:;', seven or 
eicht feat l'later !'line) in Hhich a conve:"or 53·ster.: would be provided to 
and fro:~l the various stores or [::I'ouphl[ of stores. 'Ellis technique eives 
tr:e OPpoy't'Lmity establishinE ce;;ltral ope:::'ations suel·,. as markine:;, l'lare­
hO:1Si.nC a.;;:d other activities c OJ:Jr'lon to nB.ll~' t:"pes dmvntovm facility re­
tail and oU:er. Since this would materiall~' reduce the flOW of in-Close 
t:caffic to various facilities it, cou.ld \'fell hcco:ae art ir.:portant element 
in o ill' :::>lanninc of required street capacit:,. 'l'hi8 discussion is onlJ' to 
illustrate various }:inds of t!-:inldr:c anc: approaches, alone vlith the variet~' 
of considerations tllat r:mst be riven our thor·ol1.[hfare stuct" over the next 
few months. 

HJSjdv 

'/j 
£9-

/ 

lialph J. Stephenson, P.E. 
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00 tober 30, 1970 

Kalamazoo County 

Bob Carroll began the meo ting by l'eview5.ng the his tory of 

the Ad Hoc Committee, bringing those f1'3W to the group. 

)11". Kuether, 1>11'. Hunt and Mr. \vichman, into tho discussion. 

The session today revolved around the concept of tre.ffic 

movement in various sectors of the city. 

Ralph StGph.c·nson then presented son~3 graphic studies he has 

made of the cen tral c1 ty area \~hich 1Ilus t:ra to the trt~nsi tiO:1 

pattern of traffic as :i-t approaches dOlmtolJn and entol's the 

central city area ul t'lma t.o ly coming to a ;re s t in pa.d::i.n(:; areas. 

It 'Was emphrtf.d.zed that the scale of traffic concept as outlined 

in Report Ill. "Jas ';0 be used i.n conjunction with the level of 

service, (al5(; out~J.in~l! in n.:~port 7¥1), so tha t intermingling 

of' trfl.ffic. p~dcs tl~ia;l and vchiculcll', would be accompliehcd 

on a safe and intcl'(:sting basis. Thus. traffic might enter 

the boundary of any area at scale J ( 35 - SO MPH) and would 

gradually, on lit system of \1el1 design'Jcl thOl"Ollghfares, slo17 

through sea (1.5 - 35 }.IFIl) l11t:i.mc~tely erd:ering a .scale 5 
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area (0 - 1..5 NPH). lhe techniques by which those various 

scales of traffic ctre arranged in a thoroughfare plan structure 

provided the key element of the discussion. 

Some basic concepts of how a thoroughfare plan designed in 

this fashion might l'Jork \~as revie\.;ed ex tens i ve ly by all members 

of the committee present. It \,;as agreed tha.t tho concept of 

utilizing yarious thoroughfares for different scales of traffic, 

particularly as it relates to the central city. was a valid one 

to use in preliminary discussions. We also considered how 

various lRnd use patterns generated by such a traffic design 

might be bas t accommoda ted wi thin the total land use plan of 

the city. With these thoughts on the table, committee members 

agreed that their work over the next two and one half weeks 

will be aimed at reviewing basic ideas end preparing comments 

for discussion at future meetings. 

At the next Ad Hoc committee meetinG. Don Swats will review 

the Transpor ta tion Need Study tha t has been prepared and \~o 

wi 11 carry our dis cuss ions fm'thar ins ofar as the approach 

to be used in as tablishing major thoroughfare routings. 

Next meeting 9:30 A.M •• November 13. 1970 at Public Works 

Conference Room. 

RJS/m 

Xero)< copi cs sent to all memb(~J.:'5 and Ci ty r. 

/'/J 
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All Boo C~tw. Oil 'f~ PlJumtng - 1&,....00 Ccwrt;r 

Date ot Jllet1q& J'I'1d&;r, Iovabel' 13, 1910 

A ttad.1llc= Doll 8wts 
Roben canoll 
BlUe. Wattl 
Ial.pJa ste;pbeuoa 
'lim Kuether 
Jill V1eau. 

A -JOI' II'1aft of thil ...t1D.s vu 4note4 to • dilculll00 ot the h.1&bWa7 

.... nuq be1Dl cODduated b7 to. state lI1ahW:r Depart_llt. It wu 

reponecl tbat the hisbW;r de~ 11 .bout to enter into a eontn.ct 

t~ the JMM4,1 I't~ a4 that .ctl .... work .hou.ld be&1R vlth1D three vaete. 

Doa awt. UI4 3ia Wlchman :revlewed. tbe .ter1&l tbq bad Pl"O",14e4 the hlgh­

W7 clepan.at 1zaaofuo .. tbe 'h'_loo lema nap th~ plan WI 

00DGeI'M4. fbie matel'1&l. bu bee n",lewd ee'WU'al t1lae bt the &3 ... ·00 

tealm1oal. Itatt u4 at thil po1at ftPfttMtllte a t.1I' eta___ .. to t_U-

6-5 ItIIIItnl teel1ap .boUt pneral loeatlona u4 charactel'iltlcl _ -Jor 
./ 

tbDrcqbtane 1a .... ,....00. fbi Ituq 1. coaaeptual ill u.ture ar.I4 tbe 

looat1OU 0Vftm,~ an Mftl¥ pJleftl l1Me vlth1D • total qn.. 

!be puI'pOH of tbe aee4a Itud¥ 18 to eet • bale hl&hVa7 plan to allov 

tedenl., nate aDd looal plnDSll1 OftI' to. D&'.I't Hveftl year. tor t1DaDeiq, 

tM a11ooat1oD u4 c..,mSt:r DHClI. In :revlev1D& tbe euaseste4 ~ 

.teI'D. let b7 tbe ICaluazoo natt, tev, it ~, 41 •• eat1Da cOIIIDeDte wen 

__ • IcMtver, to Itu.q tbe .. tel" 110ft tull.I' aDd properly, DoD SWte Yill 

'-' cUlVlbaM to eaoh ..... of tlut o~tt .. the propoH4 rOIk1 patteI'D 1D 



JleftiDC 13 
.A4 100 Ca.1\'Me CD T~ PlUD1q 
1a1_100 CDWlt7 

,.. tvo 

RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

u4 U"OUA4 the central cit7 area .. 4et1Ded by 0Ul' area ot work (He 

...-ttq M1Dute. 11). Tbi ..... tic IUp vill be und by members ot the 

oo..1tt_ to tun.r prepan plau of areas within the major routes. 

4 briet cu..cu.a.ioA vaa held on the posaibility ot us1n& railroad right-ot-_,.a 

aDd OD the uaount ot trattie nov ua1Da tbase. There 18 aome thouibt tbat 

cena1D ot tbtl 11&htl1' ueed rail thoroughfares lIlipt possibly be converted 

to oOllb1DatiOD rail and. automobile uae. The n.11 pattern in Kalamazoo is 

aomevbat ot • disruptive torce to vehicular trattic &Dd a part ot tbe long 

...... nudf ,,111 be to better relate the two. 

~' Bob Carroll .. id the Roae Street - Water Street puking deck will open 

Jovaber Z1, lV'lO with 200 .pac •• being available. It will remain open 

mil aner CArin __ ¥hell it 'rill clo •• 40Y.1l tor re.umption ot conatruction. 

O\IZ' DUt lIl..tiDe ot ,be c~tt.. i. tor the JIlOl"D1Di &Il4 atternOClll ot Friday, 

1lecaber 4th, .tut1D& at 9130 A.M. At thie a.tine ve will decide the 

tcm.t of OQI' l'eOClllllltDC1atiou due on January 31, lV'll uc1 alIIo diseuse 

thoR .pioUie plana tbat baYe beeA pftpared by _bel'. ot the caamittee. 

Ralph J. Stephenson, P .E. 

BlS/a 
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December 7, 1970 

A4 Hoc COJIIIDlttee OIl Tboroughf'are Planning - lCaJ.amat:oo County 

Date ot MeetlAg: Friday, December 4, 1970 

Attend1Dg: Don Bvets 
Robert Carroll 
B1"Uce Watts (part time) 
Ralph stephenson 
Tim Keuther (part time) 
Jim Wichman 

Bob Carroll introduced the meet ing by reviewing the agenda and describing 

an abstract he bad made trom the Voorhees study showing traftic desire linea 

in the city of Kalamazoo. These desire lines have been transcribed onto a map 

ot the central city area of Kalamazoo and reflect, to some extent, desired 

deltination uatterns of vehicular paslenger traffic. To some extent the road 

pattern s~ld reflect routings paralleling densest desire line. 

Atter a brief discussion of this abstract, Bob suggested we review s~ecific 

plans that had been preoared for discussion. Ralph Stephenson r)resented a 

Mquence ot planning steps he had taken to produce a preliminary study plan 

tor the central core of the city. In the study the thoroughfare plan distributed 

by Don Svets from our last meeting was used as a basil and the downtown area 

.s divided into approximately 24 major land groupings. These were lettered 

tor eue in reference. Within these land groupings Raloh Stephenson had 

.elected the largest, an area bounded by Eleanor on tbe north, Rose on tbe 

'''''It, Lovell on tbe south aDd Pitcher on the east, to illustrate the principles 

ot s,alar trattic, penetrator low scale routes and tbe inter-relationship of 

pU"ld.l\s and pedestrian areas. A good discuslion ensued about the approach and 

it .... senersl.l7 &peed that the technique by which the study evolved vas valid. 

li'&ch m.ertber of tbll cODlllittee expressed a desire to turtber stud7 the specifics 
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of this particular plan aDd Pl'el1m1p!£Y-stUdy-ODly prints "'1"e made tor use 

b)" the COIIIIittee over the next tvo weeks. We shall conti1lUe to retine the 

1Dier-relatioDs between specitic land areas and the proposed thorough1"are plan 

so as to sbow in as detinitive a maDDer as possible the alternate solutions. 

Next, tbe oommittee considered the tormat ot the report scheduled tor submission 

OD January 31st. It was agreed that Bob Carroll would write most of the renort 

with other members ot the eommittee submitting special texts and graphies where 

Deeded. The report will be schematie in nature and as has been stated, present 

in-principle solutions. It .p)ears we will be able to meet the January 31st date, 

although there is a possibility ot delay if certain pieces ot information do not 

tall into place readily. 

The report format will take an outline form as follows: 

Introduction 

Purposes of Committee 

Actions taken 

DiSCUSSion of ultimate thoroushtare plan 

Staging steps to be taken 

It vas emphasized our p1amling should seriously consider the application ot a 

.. s transit or public tranSit system into and away from dOV1'1tOV1'1, as well as 

• shuttle serviee internally within pedestrian areas. The desire by those on 

tile committee to provide adequate traffic penetration is great and unitorm.. 

her;y ettort will be made to allow seale one traffic (0 - 15 MPH) to aoproach 

AI ~ear as possible the ultimate oedestrian destination. 

ADot1ber point ot importance vas the desirability ot a grade separation at 

nilJ'loads on the north and. .ast sides. Thi. problem is one that should come 

1a tor'. a4ditiOD&l attention at subsequent meet1nls. We also reviewed improve-
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muts to the ODe R7 pairings preHntly under cozwlderatioD. Good teclmical 

comb1DatloD ot ODe -7 pairs 1D am around downtown Vill be critical to the 

lucce.. ot tbe thoroughfare program. 

fbe next meet1D.s ot the a4 hoc thoroughfare committee will be on Thursday, 

December 17, at 9=30 A.M. in Don Swets' ottice. 

Ralph J. Steohenson, P.E. 

BJS/m 
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December 2l, 1910 

M':!etlng cfF5 

Ad Hoc COrr.L'l.1ttee on Thoroughfare Planning - Kalamazoo County 

Date of Meet ins: Thursday, December 17 I 1970 

Attending: Jim Wichman 
Tim Keuther 
Bob Carroll 
Don Swets 
I\al.ph J. Ste phenson 

Bob Carroll will check the throuih traffic percentage on downtown streets. 

He 1s having d1fficulty obtainins the source statistics but feels he can 

bave an est1m&te by our next meeting or shortly thereafter. 

The major pattern ot our discussion today was .. rev1ew of the large scale 

?lan of the center city area. I\evisions ~re discussed to the)lan yreoa:recl 

by Ralph J. Stephenson and. it vas agreed that the modificat 10118 Riseated 

could be made easily. Review of the interaal circulation details within 

large blocks will cont1nue as an iDdiv1dua1 function of each co~ittee member. 

~le had considerable discusslon as to how to handle scale 1 (0 - 15 MPH) on 

reduced ca')ac1ty thoroughfares. The problem aa atated was that if there .... s 

a destination for traffiC, that;)eople trylng to arrive at the dest1u.t10a 

would ule to capac1ty or beyond capacity scale 1 or 2 thorOU&htares if 

traditionally they had used these thorouihfarea previously. Thus, the problem 

becomes one ot controlling destination polnts at the eDd of or along scale 1 

tra.ttlc routes. This matter will be 8i ven serious thought by the committee 

between DOW and the next meeting. It i. a valid problem poat. 

The Ilext major effort was to broadly clel'ine the major thorouihfares and t!:le 

seconda.r'y or penetrator thorou.gb.tares. J'or~91&ke, we V01'ked 91th 

r ,'_",', 1.'c.;1., 
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the.e two b1'oI4 ea'tep1.e. aa4 .1'111 W1c)aaa, Vith tbe u.1etuee of tbe 

.at1n 00llll11tt .. , aMtobed tlMt plleJ'&l read. pattem ot the two tYP08 ot 

roa4vay. we 8hould ult1JBat,el1 work tor a OUI' lOII8 J'Up nlu.rl1ng. There 

.. EPI-nl ~ tbat tbe _ten &8 abtohed b7 Jim ..... 1m1t.able &Del 

tbat 1t aov otten a Imbataat.1al bue tor 11441t.10aal at-....q. We al80 aft at. 

a po1at vbrere Bob CUTOll will besa ~pa:rat1oa ot our 'W1t.teD nport tor 

the Jaauu:;r 3l.at tu'pt dat.e. So tar &8 snpb1ca are COJl<:eZ'DId, Mr. W1chMa 

ViU b&w a COIapo.1t.e plu prepared tJtaa our overlaiJ. ot t.he Pl"iMI'y &lid 

aeooadal'7 1'CMte. aloa& with propoMd maJor cbuse. ncb. .. t.be OUlaDd Dr1ve 

__ 1oa, t.be 194, UB131 peaeUat.OI' &D4 t.be OM ~ ;pa1r1Da ot EdV&l'd.8 u4 

Pit.abeJ' stnet.. 1'h8 .. w1ll be d1str1buted to each mellber ot t.be COIIIIdt.tee. 

rurtbeJ' 41ac::u.a.1oa ot t.be cClSlt.t .. "volft4 U'O\UId tbe laI'pr blocD 1ato 

which t.be ceDt.nl 01t7 area 1. being div1ded b)" tbe proposed t.~are 

pat.tel'll. AU _ben ot tbe OOIIII1tt. .. telt. it. .. 1IIportut t.o atn •• tbat. 

by pft .. niDg t.be 1.Jaer1or ot tbe blocka tor _tural. t_ture8 &lid histor1cal 

.1p.1t1cut. lal&<lmaru, a de81J'able ud acceptable tna81t.ioa could be ma4e 

tzrom t.he pnaeDt. t.hOz'ouihfU'e _ten to tb.e fut.ure t.boz'ou&'btare pattel'll. 

'W1t.h t.be plu now wader cOD.1derat1ou, 1t. i8 DOt. a pZ'8J'eqUi81te t.bat wholesale 

or eYeD p&J"t1al removal ot trad1t1oaal l.aa4 use. be made to accompli8h tbe 

\&It._te plaa. !ben 1. p_nl aa:n .... t oa tblt ad. boc tboJ'CUCht1ft coa.ittee 

t_t thi. plU repre ...... acceptable base po1nt. Each DllllBber w1ll nov 

coniJale h1a n'W17 von &8 Bob Canoll prepans tbe report &lid a441t10na to 

11M "POrt or "'Y1s1ou to the scheme will be C0D814ered at each IUcceediDI 

Balpb J. steplleMOD, p.:8. 

US/a 



Xeeting l;6 

RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 
January 1', 1971 

Ad Hoo Committee on Thoroughfare PlanninB - Kala.a&oo County 

Dat. of Me.tingJ frlday, January 8, 1971 

Attendingl Jim Wichman 
Tim 'euther 
Bob Carroll 
Don Swe t. 
Ralph J. Stephenaon 

We disou •• ed the proc.dural ele .. nts of our .tudy and it wa. afflrmed 

that Bob Carroll will contlnue vriting the major text for the report 

due on January Jlst. Mlsoellaneous seotlon. of the report to be 

vrltten by others viii be submitted to Bob for inoorporation lnto 

hl. wrltlng_ Jlm Wlchman will handle the basl0 eraphl0. lnclud1nc 

"P8 and other suoh larg •• cale dravlngs and oharts. Ralph Stephenson 

vill prepare t to the general extent po •• lble at this time, fundamental 

ooncepts of the lar.e block groupln... W. hay. not yet decided on a 

na .. for the •• larcer blook. and tbe oommitt •• felt lt vls. to ao .low 

ln the .election of • n .... ' 

Pre •• ntly it app.ars we c.n hay. at lea.t a portlon of the 1n-prln01pal 

report completed sinoe our a •• lcned ~~ork 1. funda ... ntally done at tbl. 

polnt. ~ro. bere lt 1. a .. tt.r of admlnl.tratlon and prooedur. to 

aet the report pr.pared. 

A major .ection of thl ..... ting wa. devot.d to out11ning the .teps 

C!! 2ompl,te ran40m) neoe •• ary to achieve 80me of the 80a18 thousht 

lmportant ln the prelimin.ry planning work. Th ••• various st.p .1 ... nt. 

vel" noted by all attending and Bob Carroll wl11 edlt and group the. 
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CONSULTING ENGINEER Ad Hoo COMmlttee on TborouCbtare Plann1ng 
Kala .... o County 
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ln 10glcal .equenc.. to be u.ed a. a framework for the In-prlnclpal 

tboroughfare report. 

Prellmlnary staglng lndloates 11x .. jor .teps to be taken, ln .o.e­

what the tollowln, .equenc., 

1) Provl.1on or alternate ea.t ... wa.t route. to 

pre •• nt rout •• at nortb .1de 

2) Alteratlona at the .eneral rout. or the Edwards/ 

PI tcber pall" 

J) Inore ••• errectlv.ne •• of east - we.t rout •• on 

the south s14e 

4) Improv .... nt of the North Street/Ransom 5'reet pall' 

5) Provlalon of alternate rou ... to tho.e pr •• ently 

exl.tlnS connectlna Oakland and DOQgl •• 

6) Conslderatlon and proylalon of addltlonal l1mited 

acee.a route. ror US 131 tratflc 

It should be remembered that the above 11.t 1 •• vory rough d •• criptlon 

and tentative .equence. Th. lnterrelatlonshlp bet"een e.ch of th •• e 

alx ma~or lmprov ... nt oatecorle. may demand that two or .ora of them 

proce.d oonourrently_ The order of the .otlona al •• _1 be rev1.ed 

•• further .tudte. are made. 

The next ... tlng of tho Ad Hoc Comm1tt.e 1. on Frld.y, January 22, 1971 

Ralph J. Stephenaon, p.a. 

RJS 

• 



Ad H •• Co .. ltt.. - lanuar, 22. 1971 

Pr ••• nt: Deb Carroll 
.U .• Wlcl\atan 
Tl. It u. th.r 
Ralph J. St.ph.n,on 

RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULi~iI~~;EII. 1971 

Quallfy'''. ata _."t tor Ju. ttfi.a tlon of 

Approaoh To In-Prlnotpal St'"'Y tor Me"o .. 

TborouChtar. Plannlnl - Kala ... o. tount, 

this ... te .. nt abould be plao.eI n.... the bact.nnlnl of _e 

rep.r', preterably 1n th. ln$roduotlon. Tbe .t ..... ftt 

brlef1, 0 .. '11nea til. qualltioatlGn. ot the o...t..... or 

ll1pl1 •• ta •• , •• beln. an o.er and. abo •• sroup. It aboulel 

d.ttnt.l •• 1, ... lat. *be le •• l of atudy 4.tal1 we ar. aolna 

lnto new ••• lnat what should be .on. Into lat.r. 

"1'b1. In-prlnclpal "'orouptar ....... , baa bee. 

pr.paree! by .n .d bo. co_1 ..... f .1s _n .0 
"cUP, ' •• bn1 •• 1 and _naprl.l p .. 1tt.".. tIt th 

r •• p.aatbi1i., t.r publ1. b •• ltb, .. It .... and .at •• , 

a •• n lftber.,,' part or th.ir dutt... Th. rep ... t le 

d •• len.d t. pr •• ent lSI""".' ........ "48t1.n. 

ba ••• upen ~ ..... 1" •• •• lndl.14ual r •• 10_ .r 

_uob quanti .. " •• doou..n .. 'lo. propared on tbt. 

- ..... 0.11' .be paa" •••• 1".1 ,oa.... C 98""!H t"D 
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

of the ... ter thoroughfare plan 1. a raqulr ... n' 

by the nure.u of Publlc 'floade and ul*l_ tell' wl11 

The work of the ad hoc thorouabfare co~t'.e bae 

re.ul'-d ln a teohnlcally sound •• , or raoo ... "4&­

tlons, subJeot 'e a detalled quantltlcatlon 

analysls and oGn.aquent varlatlan. luriber qunt-lrl­

catlon should baslcally be u •• d to cenerato tbe 

de.lan detail. of a or.atlv •• bulldabl. *borou.btar. 

piau. therefore, tbe qualltatlve, In-prlncipal 

thoroughfare plan pre.entad 1n the report t. d •• igned 

to bit used as • part of the State Hlahway Depart_nt' • 

•• del t •• tlng to be conducted thle co~n& ."''''1'. Aa 

such, It could t. the ba •• point for development of 

a plan that 1. (lnal1y proved sound through quantltatl •• 

ana1y.ls. 'I 



RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

'ebZ'uU7 2, 1971 

A4 Boc COIII11tt.. on Thol'OUgbtan Plalming - Kalamazoo Cou.nty 

Date ot MeetlDa: rr1dq, .1&DU&1'7 22, 1971 

At''''1aS: .118 W1cm.n 
1'18 Kuether 
Job Carroll 
Ralph .1. stepheneon 

Tbi • ..n1D8 VU pZ'1mU'1ly devoted to t1ina together looee ende pr10r to 

cc:.plet1q pftpant10D ot the in-pzaino1p&l thorouptlU'e "!)lan. Ale1pmentl 

- Job Carroll vlll continue vrltlna the text sa_rated from 

".rial p:rovlcled him :tram other memben ot tbe ocmmlttee. 

- .1111 W10bman Vill prepare tbe majority ot the sraphtci tbat 

d1eplaJ the nCClIIIMJdatlonl ot the ad hoc commlttee. 

- Ralph stephaneon vill prepare a plan concept ot the major 

laDd parcel 11It •• , .. nerated aa a rawlt ot the INgeated 

It WI 4ec14ed ttat tbe II'&Phio plan ooncept would be glveD .. an example &lid 

wou.l4 DOt " .. epaolf1cI ot lCalamuoo to avold out-ot-context and nerbapa prematv. 

411cuillon aboUt interior block arrangement, ratber than allov1ng dllcullonl to 

cater CD tile in-princ1pal thorougbtare Itv.d7. 

Ralph ateplleneon d1ctated a pnl1a1nary rough draft deacribing the maJor land 

pa:roela developed in tbe thorouptare Iyete. and. nq1lelt.d a crltlq1le ot thi. 

411CRlillon by the cOlllmlttee. It val declded that the statement I made aDd the 

a.IOJ'Ip'loaa ot tbe plA»!»g technlqwt were valld aDd a roup 4ratt vlll be made 

a:a4 41atr1lNte4 to _'ben of the cCllllli tt.. tor 1'8V1ev. 
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lie. . discussion .. held reprcl1Ds the submission date ot the ::repOrt. Our 

0l'111D&l tU"pt vu J&rl11aZ7 31, 1971. It is 41ttiault to meet this date due to 

etatt pft.8U1"e at o1t1 hall CD ke7 member. ot the ca:mm1ttee to prepare aDd sub. 

mit "D'DUal nports alona with tbel Doral. da;r to da7 vcrk loa4. Scme ot these 

cClllll1t1;ee membera bave met nth the c1 t7 __ ger aDd he 1a aware ot the scbedule 

pJ'Oblell8. The cc.l1ttee, however, baa decided to complete thltU' work Juat a8 

qulckl)'" as possible on thia nport so fUll discussiou can be 1Dit1ated at &D 

euq date. 

SUbleqUDt 1lftt1D8e ot our cOllllldttee sbou.ld eatablish recClIDIIIItDdat10ns in re8-pee1; 

to thlt tutun ot the committee, as well as recommeD4atioDS .s to what implement a-

t108 techDiques should be toUoved so tU" as the thoJ"ouCht&l'e plan is concerned. 

SlD.. the plan il closely related. to the count7, st.te aD4 tederal goveZ'Dmttnts 

111 •• peat to tbe1l' participation, requlnments Uld on-goiD, vork 1D nspeC't to 

tnaapoztat1OD, the act1Titi.a ot the cOllll1tt •• become ot maJor im:ool'tuce. 

So t&l' .s the procedun OD the 1D1t1al 1D-pr1ncipal report, ,.. decided on the 

tollov1Dl step8: 

1) Bob CU'I"OU rill prepare a zwgh dI'att ot the report and a8 

maJor secti0D8 are complete, he will tOJ"VU'd these to each 

melibeJ' of tbe cCll2ll1tt ... 

a) !be ct:llllll1tt.. members will review, critique aDd conect or 

rev1s. the :rePOrt as tbe1 see tit, aDd return .ach S.ctloD 

to lob with tbe1l' COJIDents. 

3) Jill WicbmaD, 1D oonJunctlon with Bob, Will orepare the II&11S 

aDd Cbart8 to accompan;r tbel renol't. Tbe.. will be 1D :respect 

to the teclm1cal nqu1l'emeDt. ot the plan &Del deal v1th tor.l 

.... etiODS. Copies of this _terial Will &lao be made available 

to the coa.1tte. _bel'S as it i8 prepared. 
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

.. ) Ralpb Stephen.on will complete hi. conceptual 1tud7 ot a major 

lAm4 pUcel in accordance with the di.c:u •• ion above &lid prepan 

tbe text to de.cribe the •• parcel •• 

leU' tblt 010.. ot the coDllDittee ... tinS, a .isable d1.c:u •• ion vu he1cl regudins 

the qwmt1tlcation tecbn1que and the estab11.bmeDt ot adequate ba.l. upon which 

tbe ftpol"t vau.14 be aocepted .. a york ot competellt, tecbDical people tNt not 

beU' tbe premature brunt ot non-qU&Dtltioatlon critlcism. It was declded to 

pI'IIp&ft .. p&J'&p'&ph tor the 1IItroduction ot the report that erplalned tbat 

the _t8.l"1&1 va. 'ba.ed upon a qualltatlve study ot quantltied h1ltorlcal data 

&D4 voul4 Dot be merpci 1IIto a DUlD8l'ioal model beiDa 'OrepU'ed by the atate 

hilbWa7 depU't_nt. !hi. Ample paragra;,h .bould be care1't.ll.l7 review4 by 

tbe ecadttee .0 that tbe ruu 1Iltellt ot the etu4)" 11 Wlderatood. 

'Mft i. to be DO tuftber --1J:IC except .. c&lled by Bob Carroll untll the 

-JOI' .hare ot our indlvidual work 1. •• isaeDt8 ba .... been completed. 

Balpb J. stephen.oD, P.E. 



a 

RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

March 9, 1971 

Meet1D.g 18 

Ad Boo Commlttee 01'1 '1'hol'O\&8b1'are PlaDD1Dg - Kalamazoo CCWlty 

Date ot Meet1l'18z Prid.ay, Fe'brue.1'7 19, 1971 

Jim Wlchman 
Bob Ca.rrol1 
Ralph J. stepheDSOI'1 

At tlU. meetll'1S we oOl'1oentrated on the aetual deta1l1 ot report tOl'm&t I.Il4 

other paphlc el_nt. of the 11'1-pr11'101ple thoroughfare .tudy. The caa1ttH 

ftYSAt1rec1 a cODeeptual pre.entatlon by Ralph Stepheuol'1 ot the major lucl 

pU'Cel delip &1'14 the method ot reproduc1as this material vaa declde4 upor&. 

The aeet1ng was primar1ly procedural 11'1 nature and theretore, a detailed 

re,.pon ia not telt ea.ential. A heavy staft load durll'1S the past two 

moatha haa delayed tinal preparation of the thoroughtare report. However, 

all participants are now devot1nl ttme to this proJect and the :report 

Ihou.ld be ready tor publlcatloD lomat1m.e wlthin the next tev week.. Bob 

C&ft'Oll vill cODt ilNe to coord1Date etforts. 

Ralph J. StepheD.oD, P.E. 

US/a 

/' 
,{ { 



RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSUL. TING ENGINEER 

Nq 7, 1971 

Meets.na19 

Ad Hoc COIIII.1ttee on '.rho~ Planning • Kalamazoo Count7 

Date of Maet1ll8: tuellClq, Mq 4, 1971 

Mra. Bel'tba Bu.ahell 
Mr. rran HamUton 
OJ'. Ray B1sh"owZ' 
Mr. Bo'beJ't Gol4acbeZ' 
MI'. J_a Caplh:apr 
Mr. Bruce Watta 
Mr. INee Brown 
Ml'. BobeJ't CanoU 
Mr. DoDal4 swta 
Mr. T:t.ao\bT Xunber 
Mr • .1 ... a W1c .... 
Mr. Ralph J. Stapbeuon 

!hie .a\illl WI called by Mr. Caplinger to reTi ... tbe nport of tbe ad 

Doc thorouabfU'e committ... The report vu aubm1tte4 to Mr. Capl1naer on 

April 5, 1971 by Mr. CU'l'Oll aDA had been cUaHm1nate4 to tbe oit7 

cc::.aiae1onen fozo their It. u4 reTiev. 

Mr. Balpb Stephenaon -... a br1ef DOD tecbD1cal oreHntation of ,be ke7 

pouna in'V'Olved in tbe atu.cb' aDd Mr. Capl1DseZ' tben opeDed tbe ...ttaa '0 
pneral. d1acul1on. It appean '_t the repoJ1; vu well Ull4erltoo4 u4 

ilat· "'a oonte. ... Mt nth ta.oZ'. fte 114 Doc OOIIIl1ttee f .. la tlUe repon 

re .. ama ta1r~ a oonHuua of tbe cc.aittee membera t opin1ou aDd cl.ea1Z'ea. 

tltlllJ' t .. l hfthel" .... t it 1a a aood bleD41118 of aOllD4, techn1cal plama1na 
\ 

1IIJ'pd.',,1tta l14equate flex1b111t7 &ad. 1maa1Dat1on to Ii.".. creat1ft 41nct1oD 

to ,be ~'utun of Kaa-aoo'e vanapOZOtat1on plaDn1n,,-
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON 

CONSUL.TING ENGINEER 

Of _.101' importance 18 the meiihoCl ot pZ'Coeeding. Mr. Ca:p11nger &Del those 

oasissloDers present will work on the sequence ot presentation so iihat 

iii ,,111 be poSSible tor staff members aDd myself to preaent the t1D4i1ap 

of this report to the state Hish1ra7 Department as quickl1' as possible. 

This v1l.l be e.aenii1&1 siDoe the highway department is about to embu'k 

UpoD their IIlOdel stud.,- ot the ICalamUoo reglon. The tboJ'ouShtu'e plan 

1s lIIportant to their work. 

... Capl1Dger made no commitment as to the future ot the ad hoc cc.m1ttee 

aad ve sball awalt hls clec1s10n .. to desires aDd _tten ot Its oont1Duina 

work. !here bas beu SCllDB aeDenl. acne-D1i on tlMa cOI!I1Ilittee tbat the work 

of this IJ'OUp bu been product1.,.e to sueh dearee tbat tbe technique au4 

tbe personnel oou.lcl vell be UBed on cont1Du1ng OJ' tu.ture studies relat1ns 

to Ws t~ problem au4 the urban planning PI"Op'aoII. 

J 

1VS 
1/& 

Ralph J. SteplManson, P.R. 



Meeting #10 

Ad Hoc Committee on Thoroughfare Planning 

Date of Meeting: Friday, November 12, 1971 

Attending, Mr. Bruce Brown 
~ir. H ober t Carroll 
Mr. Ralph J. Stephenson 
Mr. Don Swets 
M.r. Bruce Watts 
Hr. James Wichman 

RALPH J. STElPHElNSON. P.E. 
OONI!tUL'rING ElNGINJIIJIIB 

December 2, 1971 

Kalamazoo County 

The purpose of this meeting was to resume ad hoc committee work 

on the thoroughfare plan and to again establish contact with the 

State Highway Department regarding the Kalamazoo Transportation 

Study. 

Bob Carroll first discussed the possibility of railroad track 

consolidation and trading of rights-of-way on the west side of 

the Kalamazoo River for help in consolidating rail traffic on 

tbe east. The committee reviewed in detail present track rights-

ot-way on the west side of the Kalamazoo River and decided that 

the matter was worthy of further study. Bruce Brown will analyze 

possible right-of-way locations, sizes and suitability. He, also, 

concurrently with this. will looate the early State Highway Depart­

ment route map for 131 to the south. Bob Carroll said be would 

work with Bruce on the right-of-way study relative to the 131 route. 

Generally, the committee relt that a decision so far as the use of 

the track right-ot-way is concerned can be made without the High-
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON. P.E. 
OONI!lIUL'1'ING ENGINlIIJDll 

'Another railroad abandonment discussed is the South Haven branch 

which would give a oonnection between Hansom and North. Don Swets 

telt this would also provide an excellent opportunity to tie into 

Ravine Road. Bob Carroll feels consideration of thi. right-of-way 

would be valuable so far as general traffic easing is ooncerned. 

1he .. tter of utilizing track right-of-way for additions to the 

street system should be oonsidered further in tuture meet1ngs 

of the ad hoc committee. 

Much of our discussion to this point dealt with interfacing local 

considerations with the State Highway Department Transportation 

StUdy. Don Swets and Jim Wiohman phoned during the .eeting to 

Fred Sanborn of the Miohigan D_par tlDent of sta te Highwaya and 

Mr. Sanborn reported the planning oommission through Dave Hunt 

bas reque.ted status report.. Mr. Sanborn said that he would 

.end a copy of the report be had .ent to Mr. Hunt to bring our 

files up to date. Pre.ent activity at the Highway Department 

involves fitting land US8 and population data into the tranaporta-

tion system. the study stage now in work 1s known a. Task 210 

and the late.t work report i8 called Technical Report Is. 

It appears that the oomputer model will be ready for use in mid­

January 1972. Onoe land and population data i. deemed ade.uate. 

tuture traffio projeotions will be applied to the existing street 
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON. P.E. 
OONSULTING ENGINJIIl!Ia 

system. with the goal of identifying defioienoies. The next step 

will be to test suggested improvements that might eliminate 

defioiencies. In the interim, local technical staff people should 

be assemblying various solutions in graphio form. These can be 

then applied to future road patterns to see how they fit the total 

system. This process will be fully underway next spring, aocording 

to Mr. Sanborn. 

Another important element mentioned in the phone call was the need 

'for citizen involvement. Presumably this is an essential ingredient 

of the highway program and attention should be given now to make 

oertain that proper groups are involved. f.lr. Sanborn suggested 

the ad hoc oommittee continue working on input, similar to that 

we have provided them in the thoroughfare plan. The committee 

felt that perhaps we should now begin to systematize our submissions 

so easy reference can be made to those elements plugged into the 

base plan.' Jim \iichman will star t a speoial drawing file on all 

schemes and submissions that deal with our thoroughfare work. 

Bob Carroll and Jim ~ichman will give this their attention. 

Another matter disoussed was the parking situation in the south 

end of the oentral business district. There is a strong desire 

by several of the merchants at the south end to obtain more park-

ing now that the Michigan Bell building is taking over parking 

are.s formerly available. The oommittee plans to address them-
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selves to this problem in future .. etings and sugge.ted some 

conceptual studies as to how parking might be planned for this 

area that would fit into the present pattern of land use and 

streets in accordance vith our schematic thoroughfare plan. 

Ralph Stephenson vill do some conceptual studies in this matter. 

the next ad hoc committee meeting is set for Friday, January 7. 1972 

at 9:30 A.M. in Don Swets' Conference Room. 

RJS 
m 

Ralph J. Stephenson. V.B. 
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Pase-

II .,... "'Ii-' 
- , .... -aotiatS4D with ..,. c.wa.n ~ar -.u.t,ianal18DCl 

- Jat.ruIe lOll_Son to CBD ~ up ~ ... 1rcniL_1.ozl 
I*tta-ft 

- 0IalJ pe"t1&1.lJ NlJewe t.ratt» .~Il aD a.........s.r ioecl 
.... 0uU Bold 

Hut. ..-!ate v:lt.b ~ tor ackU.t1ona1. ri&bt-ot...., to 
narib of cit, UJd.ta 

41,.".. I - PlaIe ...,. NIId right.-ot....,. jut, to _to of 1&1 •• 100 1fbar 

~I 

- Will, to • bSab ~. ~ eel pubIpI 1IGl._ .~ 
OIl RS.........s.r Dr1_ at Ovll Road 

Would ~ v..t.raadp and Park tratt1a .:Lt.hoa&h pubIpI .. 110 
~ • Al.t.erraat.e I-

- Woald ~ M8decl -.101' thorouahtare J"GIlte .. -' dde ot 
lal ....... 11 .... 

- Moat. ri&bt-ot....,. !a ,.....at:l7 ..... , eat eCNlA be ......... 
eo the .....,. .. III.tur&l. ehanlt.eriatSaa .t the laDcl....",d be 
~.4 

~I 

- n ••• ~ aD .... e1oa of dSIpOH1 pl.IDt. (hire Daa awt.. 
~ t.bat. __ rr. or. ISde of t.'bI ~tare to \be 
other MUlcl be JINY1ded bz __ of t.1ame1II .. otMr ~) 

A.U.ImI't .. - c.h1Dl.tioD of B and A 8Dd __ B te \be .,.. ~ .. 
rwte ud. , • a -CII'ldar7 ~ 

~I 

- P~ ......... 17 1DINIII1q...:a.e of t.ratt» a1'ti4tl7.­
SlOW .., trca \be 1DcIutri.al..... !h1a wauld &1- good 
dU.fuIdoD ot t,raft1e. Loa.:L tratt10 to and t.r. tJle DOI"Ul 
aida ia .......s 'b7 the , J"Oate Wb1l.e t.hrovcb trattiO 18 IeJ.'Wd 
_ toile Il"CIIlte. ec.b1n1D& the two _blr ...... ~~ .. ~ 
to .,lS. ,., •. 1It, ~ r1&bt-ot......, 'td.\hcM, ~t1oMl. 
~ 1-' .cpd81'-" 'l'hua, eoat. liN kept, dcIIWD. 

( ... to Bob Carrc4l1 n... tMl. tz. to Idd ~ .ad ~ 
.. J'GIl ._.trer ... to the abow lJA.) 
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Ralph J. St.epbtmaoD, P.L 



RALPH J. STEPHENSON, P. E. 
OONSU:urXNG ENGINEER 

re~ 25, 1972 

A4 loa Cc.1ttee em'~ P1AJlD:tDI - Kal •• soo Couat7 

Date of ""11111 h'Ha7, rebNU7 18, 1972 

Kr. Iobert Car.roll 
Mr. T1m ICv.etbel" 
Ml'. BNoe watt. (pUt t_> 
Mr. Jame_ WictBaD 
Ml". Don swt_ 
1Iz'. Ralph J. 8tepbaUOD 
1Il". B1cd1Ud. Bono., Pelala871Ya1a C_nl Ba1l1'Oa4 

111'. BoI'ao. II8de a caap1ate pre.ttntat1OD ot the various altemat1ve. tOl" 

treck couol1d&t1cn ot PeDB CeDtnl. hol.d1Ds. 1D the c1t7 ot KalaU&oo. 

!)au iAtOl"a&t1OD 1. preGeDtq rather ftstr1cted siDee tbe studies are 111 

tile eu~ ataps. There 18 adequate iDtormat1011 available to know tbat 

tack consol1dat1oD would be ot aame advantage both to the c1t7 ad to 

tbe n1lzrcMl4a. !he maJor pI'Obla iD couol1c1at1DC t:rukap 1. tbat coatl¥ 

Ja)1I'o't •• at. an --UU'7 to -- the Il8V tzuk .1ft- O}18nble. For 

1.JIat&Dce, Ml'. :sor8Ol po1Dted out tbat a new iDterloc1cel" wculd be requ1nd 

to OOIltJ'Ol iId ..... 1IIIliIae. &D4 pJ"eftDt CODtl1ct.. Such aD iDterlockel" 

GOIIl4 I'Wa .. hiP ... 100,000 witbout track iIlpnftMzrt.. nructunl 1mpl'Oft-

.at., na1 .. taW aop181tlOD or relocat1on con.. Tbu., we an tallr.1D& 

.1&abllt ....... ot..., tor brtDa1D.s about such conaoUdat1oa. 

!'he l"&llJtoad.a pnlellU.J lila .. DO -7 tor th1. tne a.ptD4ltve. J'1aaDclDS 

WDIIl4 haw to 0-. a1KNt at po_MDt bJ 1DOC1a1 cler1ft4 tft'IIl other .0UJ'Ce., 
,...-'bl¥ ha 1IIDDl .. cIe1ft1l f:fta OOMtNCtlOB ot 1IIpIa, 7. S •• , R7 stneU 

&JMl1'C*b "bat Il1CIIt .. ,.n1aU¥ __ Usa. __ ... nate &JMl te4enl. aoven-

..at. 
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RALPH J. STEPHENSON. P. E. 
CONSULTING ENGINl!ll!lR 

Old' 418 ... 1ca ........ azroua4 tlMt le •• ued. ot tbe two MI'tlael'q tnoJl 1'O\&te ... 

ta. Pea CeaUal tnoD to tbe wat. It 1t .... 4H1U4 to 'If'14ea u4 .. tbla 

tauk ana ... 150' .... riPt-ot-W7, 1t VCNl4 be __ ...,. to.". or 

... 1Uft 6r. ~. aDd. t .... a1aoI' ... 114:1.... 0Ia' 4la .... 1oaa aeaten4 OIl the 

,..""111t7 of -Sl.1aiDI t_ rS.cb'-ot...,. toft 41tteNDt k1a4a of I'oe4 patt ..... 

aeaeJla1.ll', 1t ........ tJ:tat the tne of road. we an .P""'1PI of 1» Y1w of 

ta. t1II'ftRIPd.1q ...... aDd. the UN tJlat voul4 '- IIII4a G01Ll4 _U '- • ooatlO1 

oBO tbe nnet 1a aoatI:olle4 -,. 'VU'1ou .Spal ..... 4n1oe.. OU' 41 .. H1OD 

ooaoluUd. tbJ.a VCMl4 1M ...... u.lftble 0GDIl1t1oa .... al.lGv bet ..... u:r'baP 11 .. 

of tbe r1abt-ot...".,.. 

fte ,_ CeaUal., MI'. IcIftoa po1Pta cut, 1a 1Pt .... atad. 1a tbe CCDMl.:1dat1OD 

.1a. :Lt 1Iad4 clMr 16 aU ... ot tnck foretbel' .. ot t .. lu4 OD vld.ch tbe7 

an looatecl. M4 eUp'''e 89 .1DI1e croa.lPp tbnu .... t .. 01t7 _ oooaoUdat­

iaI tJrattio patt..... ....'NI', 111'. Jonoa .... ,.:Lok to poiat out that tbe 

14 ...... to ta. n:LlIoa4 1» OODIOl.idatiDI an POt ot aula cr1tical ..... 

tIIat t-7 0CM14 aot ..as... 0......,1111 .. tlaa7 an at Ift-- alaoat 1Pdef1a1te:q. 

Be apoee4, baft, .. , it .. DOt 1D the beat 1Dtenn. ot tbe ra1lna4a 01' tlaa 

c:Lt7 to ..... IIU'1q C\IGIIItr.1mIe OD tIWI ,atten of opt_iaD. TJ:au, it va ~ 

tbeN 1a at .... iDteN. aa4 -.t ... , partioalal'q CD tbe Jl8.ft ot the 

optI"G1oIIa1 potIJ at tlaa n:LlIoa4 to procH4 with oouo.u4at:l.oD it aD a4ecp1ate 

p1a of WOI'k .. 'De JftpU'eCI. • 

•• a reaul.t of OU' 4fta1la4 4la ... iOD, .ria Wio __ ad. Bob CIII'IOll telt that 

... .at set .,. e&pUclt 1PaOta:r .. looat1oD, atI'u.ottIna, act_l Rate aa4 

ta4ItIal _ia ........ 1aItle, aoet., t1MDc1Pc u4 otUJo at.tua of 1Iatl.1aace 
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OONSll'LTING ENGINEER 

OIl tnck OOGIOl14atloa be!'on ". caD Hl'ioUq cou:S.4er OUJ' work .. beiDa 

--1DIful. We ftyleve4 the u.lpment ot tbe ad hoc ~tt .. , d.eo1cUDa 

tbat l' 4Mlt 'pHlt1~ Y1'h ,be ral1ro11d atwty OIl baIId.. "bltnton, 

Jill Wl~ aD4 Bob CIII'J'OU vUl, betore our _ft --1118, ate tvtber 

atu41 •• 011 the It_ abcmI. 

DittlCNlt7 ftpftilll tile awtblrq exte.loa ot U7 lJa1'te4 OJ' COIltrollK 

_oe.1 r1Pt-ot • .,. baa appean4 IUI4 th1a IICNbblrq l"'Gde v!ll alao 'be • _t_ 
ot zonm OWl' the IlUt IIIOBth. '!'he queatlOD ".. MUd. bJ Ialph StepaeaaOD 

UC:Mt vbltn tblt State Jt1aI'IV&7 ~ 1It004 on lta ... llNl141DI ot the 

Xa1'MIOO ~1oa plaza. !bItn DCN 11 a teeUras tbat the JIZ'OP"D baa 

beu Nt Mek _ ... __ Plated. 41ft11t. at ,bit stat. 81 ...... De~nt. 

lob CUTOU aa4 tbe Pl .... DI ~Dt tb:roqh '11m bethel' Vlll obeok 1Dto 

th1a to t1Id a&t IptolttOll1l;r ¥bat we can e.xptO't t.rcIl the II1sbR7 De~ 

1D ,_ .... fIlt1I:N. 'lJIe .. erial tbq 8ft Ua.b11D1, U _ baft JOizlte4 O\\t 

~ 1D tbII 1JUt, 1. CJ'1tloal. to our work. The 1Dpat we pI'O'fl4e to tllelr 

... 1 1I&114t-. 1. a1IIo "itleal to theu work. Thereton, a .ohe4ul.e ot'lleu 

t1M plaa ..at be o1ttaSMd .0 _ au :p'I'OO8ed v1th ou:r .ta41 •• effeotiftl¥ • .u 

ot DOW, ". ba... :pn'Y14e4 the S1&e H1&bW7 J)epart;MIIt, Mexml1as to WI' beat 

Wonat1oa, with all tbe 4&ta tblt7 require U ot tin. 'me. A reJlQl't GIl th1a 

rill lMI OIl tbe ..... t_ ou DUt aeetJ.Da. 

hrklq ill t:be 1MNtbIII'l,r .. ot1oa ot clovDtowD .. DOt 41 ..... 11ed at tbiB ..niDI 

be ... tme 414 DOt JlGllit tbe _ce • ..,. anpbtc atucU •• to be 1II4e. It 1bou1d 

". coui4en4 .. 1'- 011 the ...... tor tbe _xt uet1Da. 

. \ 
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AI. loG c .... ttee OA ~ PlMNDC 
DJ.I.lOO CcIuat,. 
.... trNtI 

Ou' DU:t .... 181 1. to be be14 h'14q, MUch 24, 19T2 at tbe De,..n.ut ot 

Pu.bl10 won. cODteftDCHt J'OCa. The 8taJ'tiDI t1M 1. 9:30 A.M. u4 1t 1. 

11&8D4e4 tbat becaUH ot the laI'p amaw.rt ot mater1al tlIat abcNl4 be 

oout4eftd. at till ........ , W v11l. readJouna aft_ l.wloll to ocap1ete ou:r 



Meetlnc 1/1) 

RALPH J. STEPHlDNSON. P. E. 
OON8ULTING IIlNGDI'lillBB 

April ,. 1972 

Ad Hoo Co_1'tee on lborouChfare Planning - Kal ..... r.oo County 

nate of Meetlnc. friday, Maroh 24. 1972 

Attendingl Hr. Robert Carroll 
Mr. Tim J( ue ther 
Mr. James Wichman 
Mr. Don Swe t. 
Mr. Ralph J. Stephenson. P.B. 

This .. eting was for the seneral purpose of reoapplng commit.e 

activitle. to date and beginning to round into form the various 

plana being considered for thoroucbfare study by the Stat. Hi~ 

way Department. Don Swet. distributed o~iea of Mr. Dick Borao.' 

report on our last meeting regarding railroad consolidation. 

there is a possibility, Mr. Boraos points out, of obtaining 

rederal funds for study of this railrOad consolidation and tne 

ad hoc committee staff members will look lnto this matter to 

4etermine if such funds are available for Kalamazoo. 

Ralph Stephenson reviewed his position on the co~ttee and 

pOinted out that as of this .. eting his active 1'01. on the 

oo .. tttee would come to a clo.e but that whenever possible, 

be would attend future meetln •• lf an open lnvttatlon was 

available. It was strenely recommended by Mr. Stephenson 

tbat this ad hoc committee efto~t be oontinued since it has 

prOduced strong positive direotion for major planning in the 

entlre oommunlty of Kalamazoo. 



M •• tlnC #1, 
Ad ao. Co--"' •• 
~.la ... oo County 
Pa .. _0 

RALPH J. STEPJnIINSON. P. E. 

Pl • OONlilULTING ENGINJIllllB 
on Tborouahtar. ann.na 

Tlm Ku.ther dlacua.ed tbe blghway depar"'nt transportatlon 

study and a.ld ilbe State Hlghway Department 1. nov ln a po.ltlon 

to el.e U8 a needa report in about one month. A questlon al"o •• 

a. to "bat to do with thl. data and the oo.d.tte. unanlaou.17 

felt it .hould bIJ funneled to the ael hoc 1I"0up tor e.aluation 

and actlone lb. oo_lttee .taff IM.be .. S plan to ... t with 

Hr. Caplln .. r on Tu.sday, Maroh 28th, at vbleb c1_ a r •• olu'lon 

ot thla and other me thrs vere to be discu •• ed. The emphasi. 

here ia that .be ad boo oo_ltte. should aot, not merely reaot. 

So tar a. input to tM State Hiebway Department, we r .... i ... d 

ae ... e .. al aohe ... that are aval1abl. to gl". the hlghway depa .. '-nt 

tor .taulation purposes. Qverall , thes. inolUded tbe tol10w1nCI 

Soheme A -

Sohe. B -

Sou .. C -

Soheme D -

Soheme Ji: -

Soheme Ii' -

Soheme G .. 

Pr •• ent proj.cted major thoroushfare plan 

for the oentral o1ty dated .Maroh 1971 

HiShway needs study dated 1970 

A plan prepared by tbe plannlng depar*=ent 

tor disousslon on the Burdick block develop-

ment and presented to the ad hoo oomaait •• 

by Tim K ..... ther 

that pnerated by tbe ral1road relocation "Ud1 

Planning Commiaslon ThorouBhf'are Study da... 19,a 

The 1980 Gruen plan 

Lloyd fleid's feasibillty study plan dated 

196) and prepared in oonJunotlon ,,1~ Bob 

Carroll and tbe Traffi0 Bn81n .... ln. Depal"tIIe,,' 



Meetlna #1' RALPH J. STEPHENSON, P.E. 
Ad Hoc O.-1t"e on Thorouptara Plannlna OONSULTING ENGINliIEla 

Ka~& .. County 
Pa .. thr •• 

Jlm Viobaan and Bob Carroll wl11 ~e on the r •• ponsibility 

01' identltyln. the •• plana tor almulatlon. 

Arlother 1._ nov 18 appropriate tor dlscusslon - the oont;rlb,dion 

tha' otller county apnoi •• oan lake t. tb. tboroupta .. e staldy. 

Don Swets r.l' tbat w. should oertalnly dlacu.s our planning 

attorts with Mr. Herb Larkin, County Road Comad •• lonl Hr. Jim S.tth, 

01'Y of' Portap" and Mr. Glen 'la_n, oi*1 ot Parc~nt. contact. 

wlth these .. n.l ... n wl11 be made by Bob Carroll, Jim Wlchman 

and Don S"ets. 

RJ'S 
m 

Ralph J. Stephenson, P.E. 


