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GLIAC Softball CoachesPick GV SU for 2003 Conference Title

Lakers Seek Second Sraight Regional Crown and Return Trip to Division |1 Championship Game

BAY CITY, Mich. -- Thehead softball coaches of the Great L akes
IntercollegiateAthletic Conference (GLIAC) chose Grand Valey State
Universty towintheleague' s2003 championship.

Grand Valey State University, last season’s conference runner-up,
earned eight of 11 possiblefirst-place votesand 98 total points. Ashland
University, thedefending GLIAC tournament and overal champion,
received threefirst-place votesand tallied 91 pointsto finish secondin
thepoll.

Wayne State University, 2002 GLIAC regular season champion,
finished thirdin the poll with 77 points. Gannon University finished just
three pointsbehind the Warriors (74) to placefourth. Ferris State
University wasfifth after totaling 54 points.

Saginaw Valey State University edged out Mercyhurst College by
two points (47-45) to finishin sixth place. Hillsdale College nipped
Northwood University by the samemarginfor eighth placeinthe poll.

TheUniversity of Findlay, with 32 points, and L ake Superior State
University, with 11 points, round out the pol .

Each of the GLIAC’s 11 coachesranked each of the GLIAC teams,
but were not allowed to rank their own squad. Thefirst-placeteam on
each ball ot received ten points, while the second-placeteam received
ninepoints, etc.

The GLIACwaswel | represented intheNCAA Division |l Great
L akes Regiontournament last season, asAshland, Grand Valley State,
and Wayne State advanced to post season play. Grand Valley State
clamedtheregiond title, earningatriptothe NCAA Divison |l Softball
Championshipin Salem, Va. TheLakersadvancedtotheDivisionll
championship gamebeforefalingto St. Mary’s(Tex.), 4-0.

The 2003 GLIAC softball tournament will be held at Veterans Park
inBay City, Mich. Saginaw Valley State University will host thetwo-day
double-elimination tournament onMay 2 and 3.

GLIAC softball teams open the 2003 conference season on Friday,

Mar. 28.
-more-

2003
GLIAC Preseason

Softball Coaches Poall

Rank School (first-place votes) Poaints
1. GrandVdley Sate (8) ........... 9B
2. Ashland (3) .ccccoovereririee 91
3. Wayne State.......ccccevvevieeenne, Va4
4. GaANNON ..o 74
5 FerisState....cccoovvniiienienn 54
6. Saginaw Valey State ............. a7
7. Mercyhurst.....ccooevvveeeieee, 45
8. Hillsdde .....cccoeovvvrii 39
9. Northwood .........ccceevrireninnnne 37
10. Findlay .....cooveveveieeeeieeiee 32
11. Lake Superior State ............... u
2002

GLIAC Softball

Final Sandings*

Place School Record (GLIAC)
1. Ashland .....cccoovieviienne 28-16 (12-6)
2. Grand Vdley State ...... 49-12-1(13-5)
3. GanoN ......cccevvvveeennnne 30-13-1(13-7)
4. Wayne State.................... 31-19(12-2)
5. Mercyhurst................. 20-20-2(11-8)
6. FerisState.......ccoeueneee. 16-29(7-13)
7. Hillsdde......ccoooiiininne 27-14(11-9)
8. Northwood ..................... 15-29(8-10)
9. FNday ....cccoovvreriene 17-23 (4-14)
10. Saginaw Valley State .. 22-20-1(6-11)

11. Lake Superior State ....... 10-33(4-16)
* - GLIAC Softball final standings are based on
the average of regular season and tournament
finishes.
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Thefollowing are season previewson each of the GLIAC’s 11 Softball Teams:

Ashland University: The Eagleshopethe momentum gained at theend of last year carriesover to 2003. AU
ended | ast season intheregional championship game, one step away fromthe NCAA championships. The Eagleswere
28-16 and on theway to theregional tourney, won aGLIAC championship. Head coach Sheilah Gulasisin her
seventh season at AU where she's235-90. Theleader of thisteam will again be pitcher JosieNelson. Thejunior was
19-7 ayear agowith a0.84 ERA and 264 strikeoutsin 191.2 innings. Shealso hit.327. Senior second baseman
Shay Mulford hit .313 and will bethe gluethat holdstogether aveteraninfield.

FerrisSate Univer sity: Ferris State has high expectationsfor successthis season with thereturn of 11
letterwinnersfrom a 16-29 team which placed fourth at the GLIAC Tournament. The most significant lossfor the
Bulldogsthisspringishead coach K eri Becker, who recently was called to active armed forces duty. However, the
team should bein capable handswith co-head coaches L esaBickley and Chad Haberland taking over thereigns
inaninterim capacity. Bickley washead coach at Findlay for three years (1998-00) while Haberland was an assi stant
under Becker for two seasons (1999-00). Among the notabl e returneesis senior pitcher Amanda Opbroek (10-14,
141 ERA), who also batted .235with 11 RBI. Theinfieldis solidified at the cornerswith thereturn of junior third
baseman DanaPeuler (.261, 12 RBI), a2002 All-GLIAC Second Team pick, and converted junior shortstop Nicki
Merchant (.272, 16 RBI) at first base.

Univergity of Findlay: First-year head coach Ron Ammonstakes charge of aprogramwhich finished 17-23
last season, 4-14 inthe GLIAC. UF returnsfour seniors, pitcher/centerfielder Stacy Sharp (9-6, 1.22 ERA, .192 BA),
shortstop Brooke Bower (.299, 21 RBI), second baseman Stacy Scholz (.205), and third baseman Sarah Zeiter (.300,
33RBI). Findlay opensin Floridaon March 2 for a10-game swing which includes 15th-ranked LeM oyne and 22nd-
ranked Tampa. Assisting Ammonsare Tom Jakubiec and Randy Ammons.

Grand Valley SateUniversity: Grand Valley Stateiscoming off aseason that saw the Lakersfinish
49-12-1 and earn anationa runner-up finishinthe NCAA Championship tournament. TheWorld Series appearance
wasthefirst-ever for GV SU after winning the Great L akes Regional Tournament. Head Coach Doug Woodsisentering
his 13th season at Grand Valley and hasled the Lakersto a465-212-3 record, including six straight seasonswith 40+
wins. The Lakersarereturning eight starters off of last year’ ssquad, including NFCA First Team All-American pitcher
Jennifer Mackson. Mackson wasthird in the nation with a0.62 ERA and seventhin Division 11 with 317 strikeouts.
SeniorsKerri Jonasand Bobbi Conner will lead the offensive attack. Jonas earned First Team All-Region honorsafter
leading GV SU with 18 extra-base hits, while Conner wasaFirst Team All-GLIAC selection.

Gannon University: Gannon hopesto competefor the GLIAC championship onceagainin 2003. TheLady
Knightsadvanced to the GL1AC Championship last season for thefirst timein school history beforefinishing the season
at 30-13-1witha3-0losstoAshland inthefinals. Head coach Beth Pierce enters her third season after guiding the
Lady Knightsto a70-27-1 record during her first two seasons. Junior Heather Ford, senior Megan Smith, and senior
KaylaCalorio are expected to form one of the GLIAC'sbest pitching staffs. Ford was named to the NFCA All-Great
LakesRegionfirst team last season after going 16-6 witha0.51 ERA. Smith, aGLIAC honorablemention selectionin
2002, was 14-7 witha0.92 ERA.. Junior Kristen Tworek and senior Amy Alaksin will lead Gannon’soffensive charge.

Hillsdale College: TheHillsdale College softball teamwill head into the 2003 season with high expectations
asthe Chargersbring inawealth of freshmen talent, while only losing onesenior from last year’ steam that finished 27-
13 overall. The Chargerswill beled by agroup of four seniors: Gretchen M essenger, JennaRobison (.342, 38 hits, 16
RBI), Kelli Fifelski (.275, 28 hits, 16 RBI), and Julie Westover (.250, 34 hits, 18 runs). Messenger wasinjured | ast
season and only played in 16 games. On themound, junior Joelle Frantz returns after posting al12-7 mark witha2.53
ERA last season. Frantz set the single-season school record for strikeoutswith 137 last year.

-more-
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LakeSuperior SateUniversity: Junior Raglyn Zbytowski will lead ayoung pitching staff for Lake Superior
State, which finished 10-33 overall and 4-16 inthe GLIAC last season. Zbytowski was 2-12 with a4.71 earned run
averagelast year. LSSU’spitching staff will d soincludefreshmen Cherish Samuels, Kristen Schirmer and Ashley
Hughes. Third baseman Brooke Hall (.267) and designated player Lindsey Drow (.250) aretheL akers only seniors
and co-captains. LSSU head coach Don Myersisentering his 14th season.

Mercyhurst College: Following one of the best seasonsin yearsin 2002 (20-20-2), the Lady L akersare
looking for even moreimprovement in 2003, having lost only two seniorsfrom the 2002 squad. The Lady Lakers
return four pitchers: senior JessicaTaylor (4-4, 3.30 ERA), junior Becky Ross (8-4, 1.39, six saves), junior Stacy
Pastva(4-5, 2.61), and sophomore MarissaBartholomew (1-5, 4.40). Rossled Division Il in savesand madethe
GLIAC Honorable Mention squad. Theinfield hasthree startersreturning. Sophomore Rachelle Haight (.288) returns
at third, sophomore ShannaMcDowell (.262 AV G) isback at second, and Bartholomew (.291, .994 FL D%) will hold
downfirst. Behindtheplatefor the Lakerswill be seniors Shelley Haefner (.265, .955 FL D %) and Rachael Confer
(.285, .966 FLD %), who was named Second Team All-GL1AC designated hitter in 2002. Last year’ sstarting right
fielder, junior Molly Ryan (.170), and center fielder, sophomore Kim Roberts (.330, 11 stolen bases), are a so back.

Northwood Univer sity: The 2003 Timberwolveswould liketo movethemsealvesinto the upper echelon of
the GLIAC and fight for morerespectability. Thisyear’spitching rotationwill feature sophomore Jackie Ruma. Ruma
appeared in 26 gamesin 2002 and threw ateam-leading 139.2 innings (2.05 ERA). Sheled theteam with 89
strikeouts, which was sixth-best for aseason in school history. Senior Heather Vernesturned into asolid starter last
season, leading theteam with eight winsand a1.86 ERA.. Senior AndreaRickert hit .216 for the T-Wolvesin 2002
and can play al three outfield positions. Shehad six doublesand 14 RBI’slast season and istheleading returning run-
producer fromlast year. Junior Jennifer Burkhardt will begin the season asthe starting catcher. Shehassplittime
behind the platein her first two yearsand will look to provide solid defense and added power to thelineup.

Saginaw Valley StateUniver sity: Coming off theteam’sfifth winning seasonin six yearsunder head coach
Fred Neering, the 2003 SV SU softball team featuresamix of experienced players, and ten talented newcomers.
SV SU entersthe season with astrong pitching staff, anchored by juniors Courtney Pintek and ChristinaFuciarelli, who
combinedfor 19 of SV SU’s22 winslast season. The Cardinals outfield featuresthree experienced playersin Jesse
Kaniszewski, Haley Slade, and LeyaTaylor. The Cardinasreturn KatieAlbert at second base and catcher Kelly
Martintotheinfield. Martin entersthe season just two home runs shy of the school’sall-timerecord.

Wayne StateUniversity: Last season, Wayne State University wonits 11th GLIAC regular-season champi-
onshipandfifthinthelast 10 yearswith a12-2 |eagueledger. With eight returning letterwinners, head coach Gary
Bryce (681-441-5) isexcited about his22nd year asthe Warriors mentor. Beth Berry returnsat first base after earning
Third TeamAll-Americaaccoladesin 2001. Freshman Sue Verbeem isdated to be the starting shortstop. Rookie
Jordan Sinclair isscheduled to be the third baseman when not pitching. Junior MariaD’ Agostino hasbeenWSU’s
No. 1 catcher thelast two seasons. Inthe outfield, Bryce hasjunior JohannaProulx inleftfield, freshman Jessica
Snelgrovein centerfield and sophomoreAutumn Batyik inrightfield. Inthecircle, senior Amy Thiedereturnsafter
winning nine gamesand recording four shutouts|ast season. SophomoreLisaGauthier waslast season’'sGLIAC
Freshman of theYear after compiling a1.09 earned-run averagein 90 innings.

-30-



