
HALL of 
FAME

2008
Athletics



FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY

40TH REUNION – 1968 BULLDOG UNBEATEN TEAM

F E R R I S S T A T E U N I V E R S I T Y

Welcome Back!

40th Reunion – 1968 Undefeated Team

Welcome
Coach Bob Leach 

Master of Ceremonies
Roger Elford (Assistant Coach – 1968 team)

Invocation
Dave Garty (Member of 1968 team)

Dinner

Recognition of deceased team members and staff 

Ferris State University President David L. Eisler

State Representative Darwin Booher

FSU Athletics Director Tom Kirinovic

FSU Alumni Director Jeremy Mishler

Present certificates to team members in attendance

Remarks by Coach Bob Leach

1968 team co-captains Jack Spencer & Ron Harke

1968 team members Larry Marfechuk & Mike Zayti

Coach Bob Leach – 1968 Scholarship Endowment

Recognition of Scholarship Recipient Kory Deering (Current FSU football player)

FSU Head Coach Jeff Pierce

Benediction – Dave Garty

Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center
Big Rapids, Mich.
October 25, 2008
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1968 Bulldog Football Roster

Read more about the 1968 Bulldogs in the Crimson & Gold Alumni Magazine at this web link:
http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/alumni/c&g/fall2008/mostbullishdogs.HTM
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As part of its 100th season celebration, Ferris State University
has invited back one of the most successful teams in school histo-
ry as the undefeated 1968 Bulldog Football team will hold its 40th
anniversary reunion on Saturday, Oct. 25, in Big Rapids. 

The 1968 team, which was guided by then second-year head
coach Bob Leach, holds the distinction of being the program's first
ever squad to record an undefeated season with a 7-0-1 overall
record. The Bulldogs started out the memorable campaign with a
tie in their season opener before reeling off seven consecutive
victories, including a hard-fought 29-28 win over NCAA Division I
Illinois State in the season finale (11/9/68). 

“The FSU Alumni Association is proud to honor and recognize a team that has had such an impor-
tant impact on our football history in addition to being so supportive in helping establish scholar-
ships for future student-athletes,” said FSU Alumni Director Jeremy Mishler. “We are honored to wel-
come this outstanding team back to campus in a landmark year for Bulldog football.”

They remain the only team in Bulldog history to finish an entire campaign unbeaten as three
teams from the 1990's (1993-95) all completed regular-season action without a loss before falling in
the postseason playoffs. The undefeated season capped a remarkable turnaround as the Bulldogs
finished 0-7-1 the year before in 1967.

“This team was a special group to the university and made a lasting impact at Ferris,” Leach said.
“They made history in 1968 and have continued to be so supportive to the institution since their
playing days ended.”

9/21 Taylor (Ind.) T 13-13
9/28 Wasbash (Ind.) W 36-14
10/5 Ohio Northern✦ W 19-0
10/12 Wayne State - HC W 16-8
10/19 Iowa Wesleyan W 16-13
10/26 Findlay✦ W 36-16
11/2 Michigan Tech W 6-3
11/9 Illinois State W 29-28

HC – Homecoming ✦ – Night Game

1968 Results
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The 40th anniversary reunion committee for the undefeated 1968
Bulldog football Team:
Front Row (Left to Right): Ron Harke, Dr. Kurt Barrett, Mike Zayti. 
Back Row (Left to Right): Gary Elford, Al Beamer, Larry Marfechuk, Skip
Harbin, Coach Bob Leach, Roger Elford, FSU Alumni Director Jeremy
Mishler. Not Pictured: Corey Bouyer, Jack Spencer, Ferris Asst. Athletics
Communications Director Rob Bentley

1968 Scholarship Endowment:
This year's inaugural 1968
scholarship endowment
recipient is Ferris State
University junior defensive
tackle Kory Deering.  A
product of Grand Rapids
West Catholic High School,
Kory moved into a starting
role this fall on the Bulldog
defensive line after seeing
action in nine games as a reserve a year ago.  He
has started eight contests this year and has
played a key role in helping a veteran Ferris
defense rank among the nation's top overall
units in several statistical categories.  In his
career, Kory has played in 20 games on the
defensive line.  During his high school career, he
helped West Catholic to a city championship and
regional finals berth under prep head coach Jake
Kenyon.  The three-year Bulldog letterwinner is
the son of Ken and Mary Jo Deering of Grand
Rapids.  He is majoring in applied biology (pre-
medicine) at Ferris State.

Photo from 25th Anniversary Reunion In 1993
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PHOTOS
FROM

THE ‘68
SEASON
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FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS & RECREATION

F
erris State University has a rich athletics tradition.  The Bulldogs
compete athletically in 15 sports, including NCAA Division I
men’s ice hockey in the Central Collegiate Hockey Association.

Fourteen other squads are members of the extremely competitive
NCAA-II Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Bulldog hockey often hosts the likes of the University of Michigan,
Michigan State, Ohio State and Notre Dame, which are all members of
the CCHA.  Meanwhile, the Bulldogs take on other schools such as
Grand Valley State, Northern Michigan, Wayne State and Michigan
Tech in GLIAC competition.

Ferris’ Division II sports include football, men’s and women’s 
basketball, volleyball, soccer, softball, track and field, cross country,
men’s and women’s golf along with men’s and women’s tennis. Along
with athletics’ success, Ferris student-athletes continually gain 
recognition for their work in the classroom as student-athletes.

With an extremely-loyal fan base and avid support, the Bulldogs
often draw large crowds to home events.  FSU has received increased
television and media exposure in recent years and offers fans an
opportunity to follow the action in a variety of formats both at home
and on the road. Visit www.ferris.edu/sports and keep in touch with
Bulldog Athletics.

GO BULLDOGS!
Call (231) 591-2860 for more info
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FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION

Dr. David Eisler has served as president of Ferris State University
since July 2003.  He embraces the University's commitment to stu-

dents, economic development and innovative career-based education.  
On campus, Dr. Eisler has worked with faculty, staff and students to

develop and articulate a vision that focuses Ferris State University as a
Learning-Centered University.  Under his leadership the university has
embarked on an ambitious program of technology integration, class-
room renovation, wireless networking and cooperative programs with
community colleges.

Within Michigan, Dr. Eisler works actively on issues of higher educa-
tion and economic development.  He has worked with the Cherry Commission on Higher
Education and Economic Growth.  Governor Jennifer Granholm has appointed him to the
Council of Labor and Economic Growth along with the Midwestern Higher Education Compact
and he currently serves on the executive committee of both organizations.  An advocate for
the arts, he also serves on the Board of ArtServe.  

President Eisler has spoken widely and published papers on the integration of technology
in higher education.  As an academic leader, President Eisler believes strongly in the value of
excellence in undergraduate education.  He is committed to ensuring the integrity of the col-
lege experience based upon an education that develops mature communication and quantita-
tive skills, including a knowledge core that has both breadth and depths, which creates a pat-
tern of intellectual rigor and provides the foundation for lifelong learning.

Throughout his career, Dr. Eisler has been heavily involved in community service and he
believes strongly that service is an important component of the educational experience. With
the American Association of State College and Universities and the New York Times, he helped
create a National Civic Engagement Project.

President Eisler earned both bachelor and doctoral degrees in Clarinet Performance at the
University of Michigan and his master's degree from Yale University.  He and his wife Patsy, a
native of South Haven, Mich., have two daughters including Heather, a fourth year Ph.D. stu-
dent in Biology at the University of Notre Dame and Lindsay, a third year medical student at
George Washington University.

Before joining Ferris State University, he served as Provost and Vice President of Academic
Affairs at Weber State University in Utah.  He began his academic career as a music instructor
at Troy State University in Alabama, in the mid-1970s, rising to the position of Assistant Dean
of the School of Fine Arts.  Dr. Eisler was Dean of the College of Fine Arts at Eastern New
Mexico University in Portales, N.M., from 1990 to 1996.  

Dr. and Mrs. Eisler are strong supporters of FSU student-athletes.  They are proud of the
many academic achievement awards Ferris athletes have garnered over the last several years,
which include being one of the top 10 NCAA Division II schools nationally in terms of gradua-
tion rate and of Ferris’ strong showing in the GLIAC President's Cup All-Sports Award.

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

DR. DAVID L. EISLER

Tom Kirinovic, who has gained recognition for his skills in areas of
athletics management, public relations, marketing, and fundraising,

was named Ferris State’s Athletics Director in November 1999.
An unanimous choice of the search committee, Kirinovic is responsi-

ble for overseeing the Bulldogs’ 15-sport intercollegiate athletics pro-
gram.  Kirinovic, who served as associate athletics director since August
1994, had been appointed interim athletics director in mid-July 1999.

A member of Ferris’ athletics staff for 26 years, Kirinovic was originally
appointed interim athletics director on April 8, 1993, following the
retirement of then athletics director Dean Davenport.

Kirinovic served a two-year (1992-93) stint as assistant athletics director at FSU after holding
the dual position of assistant athletics director and ice arena manager from 1987-91.  In 1991,
he was appointed as fund raising manager in the Bulldog athletics department.  Kirinovic ini-
tially began his FSU career in August 1982, returning to his alma mater as athletic business
manager.

Kirinovic coached the 1989 Ferris State softball team to a 17-15 overall record and its first
winning season in six years.  He also logged five years of coaching experience at Ovid-Elsie
High School in Elsie, Mich., as a varsity assistant for both football and basketball while also
serving as head coach of the school’s freshmen and junior varsity baseball program.

Kirinovic, 53, received a bachelor’s degree in business education from Ferris in 1977 and a
master’s in education administration from Central Michigan University in 1982.

A member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA), Kirinovic
also holds membership in the National Association of Collegiate Marketing Administration
(NACMA).  A member of the Big Rapids (Mich.) Lions Club, Kirinovic is a past chair of the
Mecosta-Osceola United Way Drive and a past president of the Big Rapids Public Schools’
Board of Education.

Kirinovic has also served as a member of the NCAA Student-Athlete Reinstatement
Committee and on the NCAA Great Lakes Regional Basketball Ranking Committee.  He was
the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) President in 2005-06.

Kirinovic and his wife, Marge, are the parents of two sons, Blake (27) and Matt (23).  Marge is
a teacher at Riverview Elementary in Big Rapids. 

ATHLETICS DIRECTOR

TOM KIRINOVIC

RICK CHRISTNER

Interim Vice President for

Administration and Finance

ED SHEPARD

Director of Auxilary

Enterprises

JON COLES

Associate

Athletics Director

TERRY NERBONNE

Faculty Athletics

Representative

CARMA BURCHAM

Coordinator of Records &

NCAA

TARRANCE PRICE

Director of 

Athletics Development

JOE GORBY

Athletics Communications 

Director

LISA WEILER

Athletics

Secretary

DAVE LUCEY

Head Athletic Trainer, ATC

Certified Athletic Trainer

BEN MUMAH

Equipment Manager,

E.M.,C.
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