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Ferris Library for Information, Technology and Education
Guide to Popular vs. Scholarly Periodicals

This guide compares the characteristics of a popular magazine or article to a scholarly journal

or article.

What is a Periodical?

Magazines and journals are called periodicals because they are issued on a regular or “periodic” basis.
Periodicals are usually separated into two major groups: popular and scholarly. If you are able to
recognize the differences between a popular and scholarly source, you can focus your research to
retrieve only the type of information you need. Review the table below for the differences.

Characteristics of Popular and Scholarly Publications

Popular Magazines

Scholarly Journals

Entertain
Report current events

Purpose: . Report research
Summarizes research of current or general
interest
Audience: General public Scholars, researchers and students
a particular field of study
Authors: Journalists generally unnamed Researchers always named
Short Long (5+pages)
. Contains many pictures and advertisements Describes research methodology
Style: o o
No citations Citations
Not peer-reviewed* Peer-reviewed or Refereed*
. Musical Quarterly
Examples: Rolling Stone New England Journal of Medicine
Newsweek

Sports lllustrated

Journal of American History

*Peer-reviewed or Refereed articles are those articles reviewed by a select panel of
recognized experts and accepted for publication in a journal in the field of study
covered by that journal.

How Do | Tell If My Article is From a Peer-Reviewed or Refereed Publication?

Some of the article databases to which FLITE subscribes allow you to limit results to peer-reviewed or
refereed articles. There are also other resources that help distinguish publications.

In General OneFile, check the box under “Limit the current search” labeled “to peer-reviewed
publications” to ensure that all articles returned from the search are refereed or peer-reviewed.
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Currently searching Geseraf Onefife with 66,305,119 articles updsted as recently as January 15, 2008

Subject Guide Search

Find:

Find subject terms that contain words you entered
Hide search options
Limit results:
[ to docurments with full text
————-—h [ to peer-reviewed publications
[] todocumentwith images
by publication date(s) |
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by publication tite: | | Browse Fublication Title

by publication subject: !_ !Browse Publication Subjsct

Several FirstSearch databases allow the peer-reviewed or refereed publications limit as well. In the
drop-down menu next to a search box, look for and select “Reviewed Journal Phrase” and then type in

“peer-reviewed journal.”

The FirstSearch databases which allow for the peer-reviewed limit are Art Abstracts, Applied

Science and Technology Abstracts, Biological and Agricultural

Index, Biography Index,

Educational Abstracts, General Science Abstracts, Humanities Abstracts, Library Literature,
Reader’s Guide Abstracts, Social Science Abstracts, Wilson Business, and WilsonSelectPlus.

i%elllll FirstSearch
EducationAbs Advanced Search

¢ Enter search terms in one or more boxes and click on Search,

Home Databases Searc.hing_ Staff view | Options
: Current database: EducationAbs
News Help

Search | Clear
FducationAhs e 6 (Updated: 2004-04-05)

Leading publications in the field of education

Search in database:

match any of the Following

Rank by:

Limit availability to: Kb ede |

Search for: Ibeer’ reviewed journal |Rewewed Joumal Phrase
Iand j Idistance education IKeyword
|and j I |Keywnrd -
o vear | (farmat: YYY¥-Y¥VY)
Limit to:
Record Type Phrase |No Limit &
Limit to: [ B Full text @

Find codes .

IND ranking -I (7]
Search | Clear

FERRIS STATE UNIV @

| Comments | Exit | ide tins

Compiled by Paul Kammerdiner, Librarian ¢ January 2008
kammerdp@ferris.edu

Page 2 of 3



For determining whether articles from other databases are peer-reviewed, see the database, Ulrich’s
Periodicals Directory, from either the Other Resources menu or Alphabetical List from the FLITE
Database Access page. In Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory, type in the name of the magazine or journal
and select Title (Exact) as the type of search.

#* E & ? x
HOME | USER GUIDE | MYACCOUNT | LISTS | HELP | SUPPDRT | LOGOUT

JluLR I CH'S
| PERIODICALS DIRECTORY | Ulrich's Update — Serials Analysis system

The global souree for periodicals information since 1932

U 1 r 1 C l] bWCb.Com"' 2 e:;r:ﬂ;el:‘l;iu:numal of peych) IETELIREN

the first place to find magazines, journals, Art | Econorics | Hurnanities | Law | Science | Medicine | More...

newspapers, newsletters, ‘zines, and more. Browse By Index:

Title | Subject | Electronic Yendor | Landuage | Mare..,

I PRODUCT INFORMATION I ULRICH'S SERIALS AHALYSIS SYSTEM © |

ULRicH's STaTisTics [
U.Ill?hswel)._com is the ._lmho!n.'ltlve source of Ulrich’s Serials Analysis System is a powerful tool for Learn more about the types of
bibliographic and publisher information on mare than library professionals who need to |dlent|fy, analyze, evaluate, serials data tracked in the
300,000 petiodicals of all types — academic and scholatl and create reports about the library's print and electronic Lirichs &

Refereed status can be determined on the results page if the appropriate symbol is located next to the
journal title. In this case, The American Journal of Psychology has been labeled refereed by Ulrich’s
Periodicals Directory.

L g rd ? =
HOME | USER GUIDE | MYACCOUNT | LISTS | HELP | SUPPORT | LOGOUT
ULRICH'S
| PERIODICALS DI“UOM-l vancedSearch] [LIVEY [LITWHICRY (Ulrich's Update — Serials Analysis System

Quick Search|Tje [_E.xact_] |

n-girice 1932

Search Results: Displaying 1-1 of 1 results

Title (Exact): american joumal of psychology &
Xinedens TiTe o]
T Refereed =
e Click on any header
| Revise searcH »| [NEW SEARCH »] E Electronic name bo sort descending,

+ Open Access

Wiews Selected, View All - This Page, or Add to List

& maTeds PUBLISHER COUNTRY 1SSN START YEAR STATUS PRICE
[ *TE american Journal of Peychology — University of Hlinals Press United States 0002-9556 1887 Active UsD 180.0
A Viewlelected biew All - This Page, or Add to Lit

Display| 25 |+ | Results per Page

Also, if the title is refereed, “Refereed: Yes” will appear in the middle of the record. If the “Refereed”
field does not appear in the record at all, then the title is not refereed.

American Journal of Psychology

< BACK TS RESLLTS

Publisher&
Indexing & Article Ordering
Access | Information

|ndvertising, Rights,
Demographics

Other Editions/ (|| ABbstracting/

Reviews
Formats

Click highlighted text for a new search on that item.

Table of Contents: Click here to view

ISSN: 0002-9556

Title: American Journal of Peychology = Additional Tile Information
Publishing Body: University of Illinois Press
Country: United States

Status: Active

Start Year: 1887

Frequency: Quarterly

Document Type: Journal; Academic/Scholarly
Refereed: Yes
Abstracted/Indexed: ACH

Media: Print

If you are still not sure whether a particular periodical is peer-reviewed or refereed,
please check with a Reference Librarian for assistance.
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