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Ferris Library for Information, Technology and Education  

MLA Citation Style 
 

The MLA Style is a method of documenting sources in a research paper devised by the Modern 
Language Association.  The information on this handout is derived from the 7th edition of the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (several copies can be found in the Ready Reference section 
on Floor 1 at call number LB 2369 .G53 2009). 
 

Internal Citation 
When incorporating information into a research paper which is directly derived from another source, it is 
necessary to insert a parenthetical reference within the body of the paper.   
 
Author’s Name in Text: 
It may be true, as Robertson maintains, that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the 
observer is of primary importance” (136). 
 
Author’s Name in Reference: 
It may be true that “in the appreciation of medieval art the attitude of the observer is of primary 
importance” (Robertson 136). 
 
For more examples, see chapter 6 of the MLA Handbook, 7th edition. 
 

Works Cited 
The Works Cited list should appear as a separate page at the end of the paper, numbered as though it 
were a page in the paper. Double-space between and within entries. Entries should be alphabetized by 
first word of entry. Second and subsequent lines in each entry should be indented ½ inch. 
 
Print Sources  (for more examples, see chapter 5 of the MLA Handbook, 7th ed.) : 
 
Book by a Single Author: 
Gajdusek, Robert E.  Hemingway in His Own Country. Notre Dame: U of Notre Dame P, 2002. Print. 
 
Book by Two or More Authors: 
Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research. 2nd ed. 
 
   Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2003. Print. 
 
Edited Book: 
Chedgzoy, Kate, ed.  Shakespeare, Feminism and Gender. New York: Palgrave, 2001. Print. 
 
Book by a Corporate Author: 
[When no individual author or editor is listed, but rather a foundation, association, or company.] 
 
Public Agenda Foundation. The Health Care Crisis: Containing Costs, Expanding Coverage. 
 
 New York: McGraw, 1992. Print. 
 
Article in a Newspaper: 
[If an article is not printed on consecutive pages, include only the first page number and a plus sign.] 
 
Haughney, Christine. “Women Unafraid of Condo Commitment.” New York Times 10 Dec. 2006, 
 
     late ed., sec. 11: 1+. Print. 
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Article in a Scholarly Journal: 
Piper, Andrew. “Rethinking the Print Object: Goethe and the Book of Everything.” PMLA 121.1 
 
 (2006): 124-38. Print. 
 
Article in a Scholarly Journal That Uses Only Issue Numbers: 
Kafka, Ben. “The Demon of Writing: Paperwork, Public Safety, and the Reign of Terror.” 
 
 Representations 98 (2007): 1-24. Print. 
 
Article in Weekly or Bi-Weekly Magazine: 
McEvoy, Dermot. “Little Books, Big Success.” Publisher’s Weekly 30 Oct. 2006: 26-28. Print. 
 
Work in an Anthology: 
Bordo, Susan. “The Moral Content of Nabokov’s Lolita.” Aesthetic Subjects. Ed. Pamela R. Matthews 
 
     and David McWhirter. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2003. 125-52. Print. 
 
Reprinted Article in an Anthology: 
Holladay, Hillary. “Narrative Space in Ann Petry’s Country Place.” Xavier Review 16.1 (1996): 21-35. 
 
 Rpt. in Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism. Ed. Linda Pavlovski and Scott Darga. Vol. 112. 
 
 Detroit: Gale, 2002. 356-62. Print. 
 
Electronic Sources (for more examples, see chapter 5 of the MLA Handbook, 7th ed.) : 
[Include URL only if reader cannot find document without it or if instructor requires it.  If including URL, it 
should be placed at the end of the entry in the following format: <http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/>. ] 
 
Document on Web Site: 
Quade, Alex. “Elite Team Rescues Troops behind Enemy Lines.” CNN.com. Cable News Network, 
 
 19 Mar. 2007. Web. 5 Aug. 2009. 
 
[If publisher or sponsor of site is not available, use N.p.; if date of publication is unavailable, use n.d.] 
 
Lessig, Lawrence. “Free Debates: More Republicans Call on RNC.” Lessig 2.0. N.p., n.d. Web. 5 Aug. 2009. 
 
Article from a Library Database: 
Chan, Evans. “Postmodernism and Hong Kong Cinema.” Postmodern Culture 10.3 (2000): n. pag.  
 
 Project Muse. Web. 5 Aug. 2009. 
 
Richardson, Lynda. “Minority Students Languish in Special Education System.” New York Times  
 
     6 Apr. 1994, late ed.: A1+. Pt. 1 of a series, A Class Apart: Special Education in New York City. 
 
 LexisNexis Academic. Web. 5 Aug. 2009. 
 
E-Book from ebrary or NetLibrary: 
[In general, if work also appeared in print, include information for the print publication as part of entry.] 
 
Busch, David D.  David Busch’s Nikon D60 Guide to Digital SLR Photography. Boston: Random, 2009.  
 
     ebrary. Web. 5 Aug. 2009. 
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