Ferris Library for Information, Technology and Education

@1 Database Guide: Mergent Online

Mergent Online provides detailed financial statistics for both domestic and international companies.

Additional information includes debt information, earnings estimates, company information, and access
to EDGAR filings.

Database Information

Search Interface: Mergent Online provides three methods of searching: basic, advanced and EDGAR
search.

Simultaneous Users: Mergent Online allows up to 4 simultaneous users.
Dates of Coverage: Data goes back 15 years or to the date of inception if that is sooner.

Search Fields and Limits

Mergent Online provides some field searching in Advanced Searching only.

Categories: Executives, Financials, General Company Information, Ratios, Textual Search.
Operators: Contains, Starts with, Equal to, Does not equal, Greater than, Less than.

Codes Reference Search: SIC Lookup, NAICS Lookup, US State Lookup, Region Lookup, Exchange
Lookup, Country Lookup.

Limits: U.S. Company Data, U.S. Company Data Archive, International Company Data, Foreign
Exchanges.

Basic Search
The Basic Search is the default search method and will be used in the majority of searching. The Basic

Search allows you to only search by Company name or Ticker symbol. Please note that the Ferris
account does not search private companies

Basic Search

Select one of the following criteria below to search by

& Company Mame (example: General Electric)
ar
(™ Ticker Symbol {example: GE)

W nclude private companies T us exchanges only
Advanced Search EDGAR Search
Advanced Search will give you EDGAR Search will allow yau ta
the ability to search on a wide search against SEC filings.

range of criteria to produce
very specific reparts.

Advanced Search

Advanced Searching allows the ability to search on a wide range of criteria to produce specific reports.

Basic Search | Advanced Search | EDGAR
Codes Reference
1. Select a Category ! Sub-Categony 2. Select Operator 3. Set Value 4. Add Criterion
SIC Lookup
Select a Category @ Contains li MAICS Lookup
_ _ @ Starts with Add Criterion US State Lookup
I Category . .Equalto Region Lookup
i Exchange Lookup
& Mote: Adding
& 2:’:;;”&2?]“' 3a. Select Year | | criteria will Country Lookup
Select a Sub-Category populate the hox
@ Less than iy Recent Searches
| -Sub-Categary - B lm
Clear List
Compiled by David A Scott, Librarian ¢ June 2003 Page 1 of 4

scottd@ferris.edu



There are a number of options presented here to narrow your search or to locate specific companies
that will match the criteria of the search. Using this type of search, for instance, one could locate all the
companies in a specific SIC or NAICS code range. Additionally, more than one category can be
searched at a time to further narrow the results. Once the results list is displayed proceed as with the

Basic search to view results.

Search Results

Search
Click B belowto add the company to the Company Analysis List. (Excludes D&B results)
Click [here] to add all the companies fram this search to the Campany Analysis List (max 200 results). (Excludes DEB resulis)

Search

1 Company found. Displaying 1-1

Results Page: « 1 N

Results - Select Company Mame to view Company Detail Screen

DownloadiPri

Ticker
SBC

Exchange
MY

Add Company Name

E SBC Communications, Inc. Active

Active | Inactive

Country
United States

Notice the large number of options presented here. If the [=s) is selected, the company is added to the
Company Analysis List (more on this later) where this company can be compared to other companies.
Either locate your company from the list, or if an exact match, click on the company name to get this

screen. The tabs along the top offer a wide array of information on the company chosen.

BC Communications, Inc. (NYS: SBC)

Compiiey Firin Russwarch | TisirBhiels

| H

Compary Dudails

Criite R

Annuid Ruports
Venure 3

ies | Long Term Debt | E
Custom Report List

e . Business Summary

SOC Communic:
175 E. Houston
Gan Andonio, TX 70205-2933
Uinited Gtates

Reqion: WEST S0UTH CENTRAL

Ca it a halding cormpary. Through its subsidi:

and warldwidi

Phone: 210 021-4105
afioeial and athes

Fax 210 351-3553

Incorporated: Oct 1503, DE,

Hied Siales: Financial Highlights . usa s o 1250021
Number of Employoes: 162,650 | Tolil Reverus 43,138,000,000
(Bpprcdmate Full-Tirme as af EOITDA 17,4 71,000,000
a0, et Income 5,653,000,000
Country: Unitad States Tolal 05,047,000,000
cun 14,009,000,000
IREaCREE Total Liabilines 1,659,000,000

14,583,000,000
18,526,000,000

Primary SIC: 4813 - Telgghons Curreril Liabiltins:

coMmmunications, gt radio Long Teern Debt

Slocknolders” Equity 33,199,000,000

Here is the Company Financial tab information for SBC Communications.

SBC Communications, Inc. (NYS: SBC) The first pull down menu
Company Details | Company Financials | Create Reports | EDGAR || Mews allows a choice between
As Reported | Segments | Prelims | Generated | Restated | Ratios | annuals and quarterly
= e | e e = el statement
Annuals . l.ﬁ.@.'.ﬁﬂ.?!?ﬁh.‘%‘%!..............=. |3YEE”SF“ Quarters . ™ Show The second pull down
As Repaorted Currency . IAS Repored Scale . - menu offer the choice to
change between the type

As Reported Annual Balance Sheet 12312002 12312001 of statement (Balance
Currency US Dollar US Dollar| sheet, income statement,
Auditor Status Not Qualified Not Qualified) Retained earningsy and
Scale Thousands  Thousands| cgsh flows)
Cash & cash eguivalents 3,567,000 703,000
Accounts receivable, net s,540000 9,376,000 1he third allows a choice
Prepaid expenses B87,000 g32,000 Of time periods.
Deferred income taxes 704,000 713,000
Motes receivable from Cingular Wireless . 4 The two on the second
Other current assets 531,000 56,0000 row allow the choice of
Total current assets 14,089,000 12,580,000 changing from local
Land 527,000 601,000 currency to US currency.
Buildings 11,168,000 10,645,000/ This is very useful for
Central office equipment 54 774,000 52164,000 foreign firms.

| [Cahle, wiring & conduit A0,665,000 49,008 000
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After changing any of the information by use of a pull down menu, clicking Refresh will redisplay the
results with the changes made.

Download to MS Excel

One of the more powerful features of Mergent Online is the ability to download the financial information
into MS Excel. If Excel is loaded on your computer, Mergent Online makes this quite easy to do. On
the financial screen is a link to Download to MS Excel.

Once the Download link is selected, you will be prompted to open Excel and the data on the screen will
be saved in Excel. This option will present itself in numerous places throughout the research session.

Company Analysis List
The Company Analysis List allows the creation of reports in a variety of formats. Upon the execution of

a search, clicking i places the company into the company analysis list.

Company Analysis List {0} Expand

To add multiple companies to the analysis list, repeat the search process and click the N to add the
other companies. Click on EXPAND to bring up all the companies in the list. Select the companies you
wish to analyze and click on the desired report.

Company Analysis List (2) Expand

[~ SBC COMMURNICATIONS, NG,

I—VERIZON COMMUMNICATIONS NG
{UMNITED STATES)

M Create Comparison Repart
Create Multiple Company Report
Celete Selected | Clear All

The Create Comparison Report allows you to compare the selected companies against each other from
6 major categories which include Asset Management, Corporate Information, Debt Management,
Financial Summary, Liquidity, and Profitability Ratios. There are a large number of sub-categories
associated with each category. By clicking on Add report item, the selected item appears in the report.
This report can then be downloaded into Excel.

[Select he COMPANIEE YOU WIS 10 3DpEA In the report

2. Kapurt Nem Selection

Evory cabigary added will bo s wn calumn in the ropor

[ ~Category 5l | - Sub-Category Bl A Roport ftem
| Azsat Manageamant
Corporete information Move Up
Dbt Mansgemen
Financial Summary Marve D
Liguidity
Frofiabilty Ratas
B [

The Create Multiple Company Report, provides a way to add more information to the report that
includes textual, as well as financial data, and is described below as well
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Create Reports

Mergent provides another way to generate reports on the companies selected. After selecting a
company, under Create Reports are three options: Custom Reporting, Pre-Defined Reports and
Comparison Report.

Custom Reporting

The Custom Reporting facility enables you to collect together a variety of information to create a
formatted report. With Custom Reporting you select the individual pages that will make up the report.
These reports can then be viewed on the screen or downloaded for separate viewing or printing. The
reports can be generated in Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel or Adobe Acrobat PDF format. This is the
same report that was generated by the Create Multiple Company Report from the Company Analysis
Screen.

5BC Communications, Inc. [NYS: SBC)

Contpury Detally | Gemnpany Finant

Reports | EDGAR [ Miws | Annisl Hopons | Aesoanh | Tearanaats
anann

Cusstam Hepariing | PreLisdnad panson Fepers

i
.
:

3

ARAAFRANAR

Add MM

Pre Defined Reports

Here you select one or more ready built report formats from a list of choices that Mergent provides.
Some of these reports are very detailed, while others are brief. Again the option to download into PDF
or Word is available.

Comparison Reports
Two forms of Comparison Reports are available. They compare the currently selected company with:
1. The industry average, using the total revenues of the companies with the same NAIC code
as the currently selected company.
2. A custom group of companies chosen from your Company Analysis List.

The Company Analysis List is a list of companies that you can build during a Mergent Online session.
The Company Detail and Company Financial pages have a link that enables you to add the currently
selected company to the Company Analysis List. See above section on this feature.

Comparison Reports

Compare Company Against Industrny
Bllows wou to compare this company against the overall average of the industry.

Compare Company Against Custom Group
Fxlll:uws wou to compare this company againstthe ones yvou have compiled inthe Company Analysis List.

When you are done with your Mergent session, please LOGOUT of your session so others can use the
resource.

Printing, Emailing, Saving

Mergent does not provide a print option on its screens, rather you use either your browser to print or
Excel to print and save. There are no options to email the data to your email account.
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