
 
Paul Kammerdiner  
kammerdp@ferris.edu  Page 1 of 2 

 

Ferris Library for Information, Technology and Education  

Foundation Directory Online Professional 
 

 
 
Produced by the Foundation Center, The Foundation Directory Online Professional is an expanded 
version of the print reference sources, The Foundation Directory and The Foundation Grants Index

 
. 

Database Information 
 
History: The Foundation Center was founded in 1956 with the goal of collecting, organizing, and 
communicating information relating to philanthropy in the United States.  The Foundation Directory 
Online Professional represents the latest iteration of the reference sources The Foundation Center has 
been publishing for decades. 
 
Coverage: The Foundation Directory Online Professional contains four separate databases: 
Grantmaker Search which holds information on over 95,000 grantmakers; Company Search which 
contains information on corporate grantmakers; Grant Search which includes information on over 1.3 
million grants; and 990 Search which includes reproductions of over 533,000 IRS 990 or 990-PF forms.  
The 990 is the tax form filed by non-profit organizations. 
 
Searchable Fields: 

Grantmaker Search: Grantmaker Name; Grantmaker State; Grantmaker City; Fields of Interest; 
Types of Support; Geographic Focus; Trustees, Officers, and Donors; Type of Grantmaker; Keyword 
NOTE:  All fields except Keyword contain an easily accessible index (click on the field name next to 
the search box). 

  Limits: Total Giving, Total Assets, Establishment Year 
 
 Company Search:  Company Name; Company Location; Business Type; Officers / Directors;  
 Subsidiary Name; Subsidiary State / Country; Subsidiary City; Keyword 

NOTE:  All fields except Keyword contain an easily accessible index (click on the field name next to 
the search box). 
 Limits: Total Sales, Establishment Year 

 
Grant Search:  Grantmaker Name; Recipient Name; Recipient State/Country; Recipient City; 
Recipient Type; Subjects; Types of Support; Keyword 
NOTE:  All fields except Keyword contain an easily accessible index (click on the field name next to 
the search box). 

Limits: Year Authorized, Grant Amount 
 

990 Search: Text, Fiscal Year, Grantmaker Name, Grantmaker City, Grantmaker State, 
Grantmaker ZIP, Grantmaker EIN 

 
Sorting:  Foundation Search: Alphabetic (default), Total Giving 
            Grant Search: Alphabetic (default), Grant Amount, Year 
 
Boolean Operators:  AND, OR, NOT. 
 
Wildcard and Truncation:  The wildcard, ?, replaces one letter within a word.  EX: ne?t finds neat, 
nest, and next.  The truncation symbol, *, finds variations for several letter at the beginning or end of a 
word.  EXS: comput* finds computer, computers, and computing.  *art finds start, Heart, and part. 
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