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Northwood’'s Gruszynski Named 2002 GL1AC Volleyball Player Of TheYear
Clapham Earns Freshman of the Year Honors, Brandel-Wilhelm Tabbed Coach of the Year

BAY CITY, Mich. -- Northwood University senior setter Amy Gruszynski was named 2002 Great L akes
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) women'svolleyball “Player of theYear” invoting conducted by the
league’ scoaches. Mercyhurst College'sK ari Clapham wastabbed “ Freshman of the Year,” while Ferris State
University’sTiaBrande-Wilhelm earned “ Coach of the Year” honors.

Gruszynski, asenior setter from Pinconning, Michigan, isleading the conferencein assists(12.32) and hitting
percentage (.374) thisseason. A two-timeAmerican Volleybal | CoachesAssociation (AV CA) second-teamAll-
American, Amy led the Timberwolvesto atiefor second-place (15-3) inthe North Divisionin 2002. Sheearned
GLIAC North Divison Player of theWeek honorsfour timesand AV CA Division |1 National Player of the\Week once
thiscampaign asNorthwood to a27-4 overal mark and aNo. 15 national ranking. Gruszynski was named the 2001
GLIAC Volleyball Tournament “Most Valuable Player” after leading her squad to thetournament title. Sheisathree-
timeAll-Great L akesRegion first-team sel ection and earned GLIAC All-Academic accol adestwice.

Clapham playedin every gamefor the Lakersthis season and finished theregular seasonwith 1,092 assists
(10.92 per game). Clapham, afreshman from Elyria, Ohio, ranked fourth on the Mercyhurst squad in service aces (25)
andindigs(236). Shehelped Mercyhurst to a 21-7 overall mark thisseason, itsbest sincea29-7 record in 1993,
prior tojoining the GLIAC. The 13 conferencewinsare a so aone-season high for the Lakers. Clapham led her team
winsover Michigan Tech, Northern Michigan, and Ferris Statefor thefirst timein school history.

Brandel-Wilhelm guided the Bulldogsto anational top 25 ranking and the school’ sfifth consecutive 20-win
campaign (24-5). In her seventh season at FSU, Brandel-Wilhem ranks second among Ferris all-time coaching victory
leaderswith a268-93 (.742) career mark and entered the 2002 season ranked 11th among NCAA-I1’swinningest
active coaches. A 1990 AlmaCollege graduate, she guided the Bulldogsto the school’ sfifth consecutive GLIAC
Tournament berth thiscampaign and led them to aNCAA-11 Tournament appearancein 1999. Ferris 15-3league
record under Brandel-Wilhelm represented itsbest GL1A C mark since posting a16-0 conferencerecord in 1990.

Gruszynski led atrio of TimberwolvesontheAll-GLIAC first team, joined by sophomore outside hitter Sladjana
Vasiljevicandjunior outside hitter LauraZaskowski. Ferris State al so posted three playerson thefirst team with senior
middle hitter AlainaOlds, senior outside hitter Stephanie Speed, and sophomore setter Ashley Green.

Therest of the 2002 All-GLIACfirst teamincludes:. junior setter Nicole Bayleand senior outside hitter Carly
Miller of Grand Valley State University; senior outside hitter Jill Duling and junior outside hitter KaraHeitmeyer of the
University of Findlay; sophomore middle hitter RebeccaKaukolaof Michigan Tech University; and senior middle
blocker Beth Laveen of Northern Michigan University.

Miller, last season’sGLIAC Volleyball Player of the Year, isnow athree-timeAll-GLIAC first-team selection.
Oldsand L aveen were named to thefirst team for the second consecutive season. Bayle, Vasiljevic, and Zaskowski
were named to theAll-GLIAC second teamin 2001.
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Player of theYear:
Amy Gruszynski, Northwood University (Senior, Setter, Pinconning, Mich.)
Freshman of theYear:
Kari Clapham, Mercyhurst College (Freshman, Setter, Elyria, Ohio)
Coach of theYear:
TiaBrandd-Wilhdm, FerrisState University

All-GLIAC First-Team

Name Schoal Yr. Paosition Hometown

NicoleBayle GrandValey State . S Fruitport, Mich.

JlI Duling Fndlay S OH ColumbusGrove, Ohio

Adhley Green FerrisState So. S Rittsburgh, Pa/Badwin

Amy Gruszynski Northwood S S Finnconning, Mich.

KaraHeitmeyer Fndlay Jr. OH Bluffton, Ohio/Pandora

RebeccaKaukola MichiganTech So. MH Fairfax, Minn/GFW

Beth Laveen Northern Michigan S MB Eagan, Minn.

Caly Miller Grand Valley State S OH Jackson, Mich.

AlanaOlds FerrisState . MH Kingsely, Mich.

Stephanie Speed FerrisState S OH Bothell, Wash.

SadjanaVasljevic Northwood So. OH Sargjevo, Bosnia

LauraZaskowski Northwood Jr. OH Grand Rapids, Mich./Forest HillsNorthern

All-GLIAC Second-Team

SabrinaBird GrandValey State Jr. MB Hopkins, Mich.

Kari Clapham Mercyhurst Fr. S Elyria, Ohio

Jessamyn Deemer Gannon Jr. S Conneaut L ake, Pa.

CharaFehsenfeld GrandValey State S OHILib. Grand Blanc, Mich.

Lynds Hughes Mercyhurst So. OH GroveCity, Pa.

BusraKurtuldu Hillsdde Jr. OH Ankara, Turkey/Ted Ankara

LedieMacko Mercyhurst S OH South Park, Pa.

ErickaMarcus LakeSuperior State  Sr. OH Zedand, Mich./Halland Chrigtian

Katie O’ Connor Gannon S MH Boswell, Pa/North Star

Jamie Reed Saginaw Vdley State S SOH/DS Saginaw, Mich./Heritage

Traci Skrzypek GrandVdley State S RS Mendon, Mich.

Jll Zwiebd Fndlay S MH S Marys, Ohio/Memorial
All-GLIAC Honorable Mention

Mandi Altomari Gannon Jr. OH Rittsburgh, Pa/Badwin

Jenn Barba Mercyhurst Jr. MH Meadville, Pa

Lindsey Beckstedt Fndlay S Lib. Celina, Ohio

TarynFranznick MichiganTech Fr. LSMH Southlake, Tex./Carrall

Brittny Godlewski FerrisState Fr. OH/Lib. . Clair Township, Mich/Marysville

ElisaJoris Grand Valey State So MB Walled Lake, Mich./Central

Allison Jurasek Wayne State S MB Clinton, Mich.

VaarieLyczkowski Saginaw Valey Sate  Jr. MH Temperance, Mich.

Kéeli McCune NorthernMichigan So. S Fort Collins, Colo.

JeenaMijatovic Northwood Fr. OH Belgrade, Yugodavia

LedieNewcomer LakeSuperior State S S Edwardsburg, Mich.

Karin Poschke Hillsdde So S Stevensville, Mich./Lakeshore

LoraWisenbarger Adhland S RSH Mansfield, Ohio/Madison
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