Ferris State University Seminar 

SYLLABUS
Fall 2008
Instructor:
Your Name
 
Course:


FSUS100-XXX; Day, time, location

Office Hours:

 xxxxx

Office Location:

xxxxxxx
Phone:


xxxxxxxx 



e-mail:


instructor@ferris.edu     


Required materials:  


Ferris e-mail Account

Notebook in which to collect information (bring each week)

Planner
Mission:
The Mission of the Ferris State University Seminar Class is to provide first year students with personal connections, knowledge, and resources that will enhance their potential for learning, safety, satisfaction & graduation.

Goals:
To facilitate student transition from high school to university life and by so doing improve student academic performance and retention. Students will develop a relationship with FSUS faculty members that will serve as an internal model for interactions with future teachers.

Course Objectives:
1. For students to become familiar with FSU’s campus resources (e.g. library, Health Center, Recreation Center, current campus technology) that will enhance their potential for learning, safety, satisfaction, and graduation.

2. For students to develop awareness of how they learn and how to access academic and personal support services (Academic Support Center, Personal Counseling Center).

3. For students to gain and understanding of wellness issues that directly impact their health and safety (alcohol and other drugs, sexual assault issues, HIV/STD’s).

4. For students to develop effective time management strategies.

5. For students to understand how to apply basic study skills techniques to the academic courses.

6. For students to understand and learn to appreciate differences and similarities among the members of the diverse Ferris community.

7. For students to receive academic advising and technical assistance to insure appropriate registration for the next semester.

8. For encouragement of students to be active participants and contributors in campus and community activities.

9. For students to learn about and understand academic integrity and classroom etiquette skills that foster appropriate conduct in the post secondary institutional setting. 

10. For students to know about and understand the mission of Woodbridge N. Ferris and his mission as the educator, statesman and humanitarian thereby promoting an appreciation for and understanding of the uniqueness of Ferris State University.

Attendance


Attendance is required at this class because most assignments are in-class assignments.  Please be on time.  Anyone who is ten or more minutes late will be marked tardy.  Two tardies equals one absence. At Ferris and many places of employment, tardiness communicates lack of interest and lack of dependability. Also, to reduce homework for this class we may use the entire time to work to accomplish the objectives of the course. Exceptions to this policy will be granted for extenuating and/or important circumstances only. (Work is not considered an excuse for missing class).  If, for any reason, you cannot attend class, it is your responsibility to obtain all pertinent class information.  

E-Mail:
All Students have e-mail accounts via Ferris State University email.  You should check your email regularly – I will use the campus email system to send you classroom information and/or assignments.  If you cannot access your Ferris email account, please see me and I will be glad to help you get started.  

Academic Honesty

Honesty is of utmost value in learning.  Being who you are and allowing others to view and even evaluate and offer feedback about your true level of ability will facilitate your personal, academic, social, and professional growth. Think for yourself.  Take credit for your own ideas.  Defend them or change them.  Give others credit for their ideas.     
Disabilities Services






591-3057
Students with a documented disability (physical, learning, mental, emotional) requiring a classroom accommodation should contact the Disabilities services Office, located in STARR 313.
Assignments

Inasmuch as most assignments are done in class, they will not be accepted late for any reason.  If you miss the class, you will have missed the opportunity to learn that material.  

Class Participation

Learning happens when you are present in mind, body and spirit.  University students are expected to engage in thoughtful discussions in class. You are expected to bring content related issues to class for discussion.  It is expected that you will have read assigned materials before attending class so that you will have a knowledge base from which to draw for those discussions.  

GRADING

This is a graded course.  Grades in this class will be based on assignments as outlined in this syllabus.  Grades at mid-term and for the semester will be based on Points Earned /Points Possible (100) X 100.  This percentage will determine your grade.   

	Grade
	Percentage

	   A
	95-100%

	   A-
	90-94.9%

	   B+
	86-89.9%

	   B
	83-85.9%

	   B-
	80-82.9%

	   C+
	76-79.9%

	   C
	73-75.9%

	   C-
	70-72.9%

	   D+
	66-69.9%

	   D
	63-65.9%

	   D-
	60-62.9%

	   F
	59.9% or below


Mid term grades will be calculated based on the percentage of possible points earned at that time. 












