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Abstract: 

 

The history of e and its origins are very unclear. Presented to most simply by stating what it is and 

what it can do, without sharing why. e was first referenced in print in a table of logarithms printed 

nearly 400 years ago, with no explanation of where it came from. Upon the wide acceptance of the 

idea of infinity, e can be derived from the question "what is the value of $1 invested for 1 year at 

100% interest, compounded... infinitely?" This is where we find the definition of e.  
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