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Graduation Recognition

It is a true honor to stand before you the class of 2007. Today is a wonderful
opportunity for you to reflect on your accomplishments here at Ferris State University. At
such you need to know that your success is built upon the collective efforts of so many
people who care about you and who take great pride in your growth and development.

[ want to pause for a moment so we can express our thanks to them. [ begin with
our faculty, who have served as your teachers, advisors, guides, and mentors. We are truly
fortunate to have a faculty who are dedicated to teaching and who care deeply about
students. [ would ask that are our faculty rise so we can express our thanks to them.

Next [ want to recognize our staff, who each contribute in their way for you our
students. In doing so I would note the beautiful decorations here today and their many
contributions to today’s ceremony. We are fortunate today to have a beautiful
commencement program which provides information on our university, its program, and
today’s ceremony. I extend special thanks to the students in our University Printing
program for this wonderful keepsake.

Now to the special guests with us today. First [ want to recognize your parents who
are here with you. They have planned and sacrificed to help you reach this pinnacle of
achievement. Parents please stand.

[ would be willing to guess that there are also proud grandparents here today.
Would you please stand.

For some graduates there are spouses or significant others who have stood by them
in both good and tough times and have supported you working toward this day. Would
you please stand.

Graduates, some of you also have children, who have had to share their Mom or
Dad with books, studying, and homework assignments. I'd ask the children of our
graduates to stand.

Finally we have many friends and other relatives of our graduates here today.
Please stand so we can thank you for being here with us today.



Graduates in a few moments you’ll be crossing this stage. A few helpful reminders.
As you celebrate this achievement take time to thank those who have worked, helped, and
supported you. Their sacrifice and love have helped create this moment for you.

Second, a practical, but useful reminder. We're going to take your picture as you
receive your degree, don’t forget to pause as I shake your hand - and smile.



