General Education Course Criteria Form
All courses seeking General Education status are required to meet specific criteria approved by the Academic Senate.    These criteria differ for each of the General Education designators.  Course proposers must provide a justification for why their course should be given General Education status by speaking to each of the course criteria that apply to the requested designator.
Course proposers can request a General Education designator for any of the following learning outcome areas:   Cultural Enrichment (C);  Global Consciousness (G);  Race, Ethnicity, Gender (R);  Scientific Understanding (Z);  Social Awareness (S),  or Writing Intensive Courses (WIC).
The criteria that a course must meet for a given designator are listed on the pages that follow.   Each page has the course criteria for one of the designators.   Below each criterion is a space for the proposer to explain how her/his course meets that particular criterion.  Course proposers must complete the appropriate page for the requested General Education designator by speaking to each one of the criteria for that designator.   
Some of the outcome areas state that a course “should meet” rather than “must meet” the given criteria.   In these cases it is not expected that each criterion will be met with equal strength,  but each criterion must be addressed,  even if only to acknowledge that the course will not meet that criterion.
The completed page(s) must be included with curriculum proposal forms A, E, F and G and then sent electronically to the General Education Coordinator who will forward the proposal to the appropriate General Education learning outcome committee for evaluation. 
Please contact the General Education Coordinator for any questions about this process.

Form approved by University General Education Committee, December 2008
Cultural Enrichment Course Criteria
Courses designated as Cultural Enrichment courses should meet the following criteria:
1.
provide interpretive approaches to the events, arts, languages, or ideas of cultures;
2.
offer established methodologies for understanding components of cultures;
3.
offer an appreciation and understanding of the "techniques" of the arts or disciplines;
4.
possibly provide participation in the various arts;
5.
help students see the connection between the elements of cultures and themselves;
6.
help students explore new ways to perceive, think, experience, and value;
7.
help students gain a better understanding of a culture from an analysis of specific events or works;
8.
be compatible with the designation of other universities; 

9.
provide knowledge and appreciation of the components of a culture;
10.
offer an understanding of the processes of thought or creativity that produces a cultural artifact;
11.
be taught by faculty with the appropriate credentials.

Global Consciousness Course Criteria

Courses designated as Global Consciousness courses must meet the following criteria:
1.
at least 50 percent of the course content must address one or more of the following areas of study concerning a region(s) or country(ies) outside North America (United States and Canada): Geography, Economics, Language(s), Culture(s), History;
2.
the course must provide the students with an understanding of the cultural context of the region(s) and area(s) of study. The course must provide the students with an understanding of contemporary cultures outside the United States and Canada.

Race/Ethnicity and/or Gender Course Criteria

Courses designated as Race/Ethnicity/Gender courses must meet the following criteria:
1.
 the course must approach the subject of race/ethnicity and/or gender from an identifiable theoretical framework; 

2.
the course must address race/ethnicity and/or gender issues appropriate to the course discipline. Courses can narrowly address a single category (race, or ethnicity, or gender), or any combination of two categories (race and gender, or race and ethnicity, or gender or ethnicity), or all three categories combined. No matter how the course is configured, at least 75% of the course content must be based on issues clearly identified as race/ethnicity and/or gender;
3.
the course materials must demonstrate clear evidence that the significant focus of the course is concerned with race/ethnicity and/or gender. Such evidence will be included in: 1. the course description,  2. the title(s) or chapter heading of reading assignments,  3. the lecture topics specified in each course syllabus,  4. the graded assignment and examination materials in each course section. 

Scientific Understanding Course Criteria
Courses designated as Scientific Understanding courses should meet the following criteria:
1.
be open to students from all programs; 

2.
explain the historical perspective of scientific ideas; 

3.
utilize the scientific method for understanding the physical universe; 

4.
present content deemed most important in traditional scientific disciplines; 

5.
promote scientific awareness by developing the use of inquiry and observation; 

6.
encourage thoughtful analysis that allows students to develop operative knowledge so that they may assess social, medical, and environmental issues, and make informed decisions; 

7.
be taught by faculty with qualifications and background in the subject matter that meet the standards for university level instruction in that discipline; 

8.
be recognizable as general education in the natural sciences at other institutions.

Social Awareness Course Criteria
Courses designated as Social Awareness courses should meet the following criteria:
1.
have as their core subject matter human development and behavior, group interactions, or established social 

Institutions;
2.
offer theories for the understanding of the subject matter;
3.
offer an established methodology for approaching the subject matter;
4.
be identifiable as general education in social awareness or its closest equivalent at other institutions;
5.
be taught by faculty with qualifications and background (such as graduate training and teaching experience) in the subject matter that meet the standards for university level instruction in that discipline.
Writing Intensive Course Criteria

(Note:  Also see the page that follows about procedures for obtaining WIC approval)

Courses designated as Writing Intensive Courses must meet the following criteria:
1.
Students will write a minimum of 4 edited papers of 3-5 typewritten pages or the equivalent. These assignments, consisting of several different kinds of writing, will constitute a significant portion (1/3 to 1/2) of the final grade for the course; the grade or score on each assignment will reflect effective and correct written expression as well as knowledge of content.   Writing assignments might include correspondence, memoranda, proposals, progress reports, research reports, work-logs, site descriptions, observations, creative writing, and many other forms of course-related assignments. Informal journal writing is another useful means of developing students' critical thinking skills. 

2.
Students should receive instruction in the following areas:  1.  the role of writing in professional/academic settings; 2.  strategies for determining the appropriate document type and style;   3.  effective writing for different audiences; and  4.  organization of papers for various purposes. 
3.
Students will be allowed to evaluate and revise their own writing and receive help in achieving proofreading standards. 

4.
Students will be required to organize, draft, and revise their work prior to submitting the final edited assignment for evaluation.

WRITING INTENSIVE COURSES

A Writing Intensive Course (WIC) is a non-freshman level (200 or above) course that demands a substantial amount of writing, fulfills the criteria listed below, and partially satisfies the communication competence category of the General Education Requirements. The prerequisite of any WIC will be English 211 or 250.   A department will decide as a whole which courses it wishes to propose as WIC. (Individual sections can not be designated as WIC). 

Procedures for obtaining approval for a Writing Intensive Course:
1.
According to general education guidelines, a department interested in obtaining a WIC designation must submit a proposal to the WIC committee, through the General Education Coordinator, for approval. 

2.
The proposal will be submitted at least a year before the course will be offered in order to provide adequate time for consultation between the proposing department and the WIC committee, time for the WIC committee to consider the course, and time to meet university publication deadlines. 

3.
The proposal for a WIC designation must consist of the following: 


a.
complete description of the course plan and a course syllabus; 


b.
supporting material including 


1)
description of potential pedagogical methods to be employed, 



2)
possible textbooks and materials, 



3)
the name(s) of faculty member(s) who will teach the course, and 



4)
the name of one faculty member who will agree to answer questions about the proposal. 

4.
Once a course has received WIC approval, the WIC committee will contact the sponsoring department, the dean's office of the College of Arts and Sciences, and the Records Office in order to ensure the inclusion of the course in WIC listings in university publications. 
5.
If there are any substantive changes to the content of methodology/approach of a WIC, the sponsoring department will contact the WIC committee. 

Writing in courses across the curriculum can help students:
· develop critical thinking skills 

· decrease writing anxiety 

· view writing as an important life and learning skill 

· improve retention and understanding of course material 

· connect with course material 

· become familiar with writing conventions of particular career fields 

Writing Intensive Courses (WIC) at Ferris are non-freshman-level courses that include a substantial amount of writing. These courses partially satisfy the communication competence general education requirement. 

