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Proposal Summary

1.

The Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene will be offered as an on-line degree
completion program for existing Dental Hygiene graduates. In 2005, the
American Dental Hygienists' Association (ADHA) in "Focus on Advancing the
Profession” recommended implementation of the baccalaureate degree as entry
level for dental hygiene practice within five years.

The same report from ADHA also states that “The failure to standardize entry
level at the baccalaureate level has had an adverse impact on the pace of devel-
opment of advanced dental hygiene programs and the continued development of
the dental hygiene body of knowledge.” Advancing technology, new systems of
oral health care delivery, changing oral disease patterns, an aging population and
a more advanced health conscious public have changed the nature of dental
hygiene practice in recent years. For dental hygienists, the baccalaureate degree
is important for adapting successfully to these changes and advancing
professionally.

The profession has been called upon to develop innovative approaches that
improve access to oral health care by extending the roles and responsibilities of
dental professionals. The professional association recognizes that current
associate degree curriculums are overcrowded. It would be difficult to

add enhanced concepts, theory and skills required of a baccalaureate level dental
hygiene practitioner to an already existing credit intensive associate degree
program. Suggested mechanisms to accomplish this include; creating articulation
agreements with other programs and universities, creating degree completion
programs and utilizing distance education technology so the resources of existing
associate degree programs can continue to be fully utilized. A degree completion
program is an innovative alternative to provide advanced training for associate
degree graduates.

This new degree program will guide students in developing the knowledge, skills,
attitudes and values necessary for positions of responsibility in a variety of
healthcare, educational, research and community settings. The curriculum will
consist of general education courses, research courses and specialized career
courses for entry into business, education, public health or advanced dental
hygiene practice. The FSU dental hygiene program faculty have fully agreed to
support the creation of an on-line degree completion program that meets the
needs of the profession, follows the recommendation of the professional associa-
tion and builds upon the foundational AAS degree that has been part of Ferris
State University since 1967.
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2. Summary of All Course Action Required*

a. Newly Created Courses to FSU:
Prefix Number Title
DHYG 300 Dental Hygiene Role Transition
DHYG 310 Dental Hygiene Research Methods
DHYG 315 Health Promotion and Wellness
DHYG 320 Dental Hygiene Informatics
DHYG 330 Instructional Role of the Dental Hygienist
DHYG 400 Community Program Assessment / Planning
DHYG 415 Gerontology in Dental Hygiene
DHYG 491 Dental Hygiene Practicum
DHYG 499 Dental Hygiene Capstone

b. Courses to be Deleted From FSU Catalog:
Prefix Number Title

C. Existing Course(s) to be Modified:

Prefix Number Title

d. Addition of existing FSU courses to program
Prefix Number Title
COMM 105, 121, 200, 201, 221 or 251
CCHS 101 Orientation to Healthcare
CCHS 102 Safety Issues in Health Care
CCHS 103 Clinical Skills
EHSM 315 Epidemiology and Statistics
EHSM 317 Public Health Administration
ENG 150 English 1
ENG 250 English 2
ENGL 321 Advanced English Composition
Or
ENGL 325 Advanced Business Writing
MKTG 321 Principles of Marketing
MATH 115 Intermediate Algebra

or

MATH 117 Contemporary Math

e. Removal of existing FSU courses from program
Prefix Number Title

*Contact Senate Secretary or UCC Chair if spaces for additional courses are needed.



DENTAL HYGIENE BACHELOR DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM
MISSON STATEMENT AND GOALS

The baccalaureate program in dental hygiene is designed for dental hygienists with an associate
degree in dental hygiene who want to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in Dental Hygiene in a
student-centered learning environment. Students engage in self-directed learning activities,
advance their knowledge in the areas of critical thinking, exhibit values for life long learning,
synthesize evidence based information and develop leadership skills. The curriculum prepares
licensed dental hygienists for responsibilities in various career roles extending beyond traditional
clinical dental hygiene practice.

Program goals:

1) The program will provide students with knowledge to develop skills in critical thinking and
evidenced based research while fostering life-+long learning.

2) The program will support the American Dental Hygienists’ Association initiative of advancing
the profession by providing leadership opportunities and advanced educational degrees.

3) The program will advance student knowledge toward varied career opportunities in dental
hygiene through a diverse curriculum.

4) The program will prepare students to support research activities impacting oral and systemic
health leading to the discovery of new knowledge of contemporary dental hygiene theory
and practice.

5) The program will prepare students to address the challenges of advancing the dental
hygiene profession and access to dental care.

Program outcomes are achieved through carefully sequenced courses and learning
experiences that utilize self discovery and the actualization of students’ potential. Each
individual student will be expected to assist in directing his / her own learning to become a
self-directed life-long learner.
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Ferris State University

Associate in Applied Science to a BS DHYG Completion Program Curriculum Guide

Proposal for students Fall of 2008

Name: Student #
Required Course title — (prerequisites are found in parentheses) | Credits | Grade | Req.
met
Dental Hygiene Major: 74 credits L
Associates in Dental Hyglene i from accredited program gﬁ,
*Admission also requires a valid RDH or LDH license and a 2.5 GPA
DHYG 300 Dental Hygiene Role Transition {(admission to the program) 3
DHYG 310 Dental Hygiene Research Methods (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 315 Health Promotion and Wellness (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 320 Dental Hygiene Informatics (admission to the program) 4
DHYG 330 Instructional Role of the Dental Hygienist (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 400 Community Program Assessment / Planning (admission to the program) 4
DHYG 415 Gerontology in Dental Hygiene (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 491 Dental Hygiene Practicum (completion of DHYG 300, DHYG 310, DHYG 3
315, DHYG 320, DHYG 330, DHYG 400 and DHYG 415 required, also,
this course may be taken concurrently with DHYG 499, with permission
of instructor)
DHYG 499 Dental Hygiene Capstone (prerequisite to this course includes 3
completion of DHYG 300, DHYG 310, DHYG 315, DHYG 320, DHYG
330, DHYG 400 and DHYG 415 courses, also, this course may be taken
concurrently with DHYG 491 with permission of instructor )
EHSM 317 Public Health Administration 2
MKTG 321 Principles of Marketing 3
Communication Competence 12 credits required
COMM Select from COMM 105, 121, 200, 201, 221, or 251 3
ENGL 150 English 1 (none) 3
ENGL 250 English 2 (ENGL 150) 3
ENGL 321 or | Advanced English Composition (ENGL 250), or Advanced Business 3
ENGL 325 Writing (ENGL 250)
Scientific Understanding 7 credits required
(Chem 114, Biol 108 and Biol 205 or an acceptable equivalent 3
Includes lab from accredited dental hygiene program) 4
Quantitative Skills 3 credits or proficiency required
MATH 115 Intermediate Algebra (MATH 110) or 3
MATH 117 Contemporary Math (MATH 110) or Math ACT 24 or higher
*Social Awareness — 9 credits required
Elective Social Awareness foundation course 3
Elective Soclal Awareness Elective 3
Elective Social Awareness Elective (200 level or higher) 3
*Cultural Enrichment — 9 credits required
Elective Cultural Enrichment 3
Elective Cultural Enrichment 3
Elective Cultural Enrichment (200 level or higher) 3
CAHS Core Curriculum Requirements or proficiency
CCHS 101 Orientation to Health Care
CCHS 102 Safety Issues in Health Care
CCHS 103 Clinical Skills or active DHYG license

20




EHSM 315 Epidemiology and Statistics (Allied Health Student)
Total credits: Win W ras 122
Dental Hygiene Bachelor Program Requirements for Progression /
Graduation

.

A grade of a “C” or 2.0 is required for all courses on the DHYG check
sheeat

A grade point (GPA) of a 2.5 is required while a student in the
program

A practicum field work experience must be completed in DHYG 491
An approved scholarly project must be completed during DHYG 499
Students who return to the University after an interrupted enroliment
(not including summer semester) must meet the requirements of the
curriculum which are in effect at the time of their return, not the
requirements which were in effect when they originally admitted.
Graduation clearance form complete: date, advisor

Advisor signature:

Date:

21
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Ferris State University

Associate in Applied Science to a BS DHYG Completion Program Curriculum Guide

Proposal for students Fall of 2008

Name: Student #
Required Course title — (prerequisites are found in parentheses) | Credits | Grade | Req.
met
Dental Hygiene Major: 74 credits
Associates in Dental Hygiene credits from accredited program 40
*Admission also requires a valid RDH or LDH license and a 2.5 GPA
DHYG 300 Dental Hygiene Role Transition (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 310 Dental Hygiene Research Methods (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 315 Health Promotion and Wellness (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 320 Dental Hygiene Informatics (admission to the program) 4
DHYG 330 Instructional Role of the Dental Hygienist (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 400 Community Program Assessment / Planning (admission to the program) 4
DHYG 415 Gerontology in Dental Hygiene (admission to the program) 3
DHYG 491 Dental Hygiene Practicum (completion of DHYG 300, DHYG 310, DHYG 3
315, DHYG 320, DHYG 330, DHYG 400 and DHYG 415 required, also,
this course may be taken concurrently with DHYG 499, with permission
of instructor)
DHYG 499 Dental Hygiene Capstone (prerequisite to this course includes 3
completion of DHYG 300, DHYG 310, DHYG 315, DHYG 320, DHYG
330, DHYG 400 and DHYG 415 courses, also, this course may be taken
concurrently with DHYG 491 with permission of instructor )
EHSM 317 Public Health Administration 2
MKTG 321 Principles of Marketing 3
Communication Competence 12 credits required
COMM Select from COMM 105, 121, 200, 201, 221, or 251 3
ENGL 150 English 1 (none) 3
ENGL 250 English 2 (ENGL 150) 3
ENGL 321 or | Advanced English Composition (ENGL 250), or Advanced Business 3
ENGL 325 Writing (ENGL 250)
Scientific Understanding 7 credits required
(Chem 114, Biol 108 and Biol 205 or an acceptable equivalent 3
Includes lab from accredited dental hygiene program) 4
Quantitative Skills 3 credits or proficiency required
MATH 115 Intermediate Algebra (MATH 110) or 3
MATH 117 Contemporary Math (MATH 110) or Math ACT 24 or higher
*Social Awareness — 9 credits required
Elective Social Awareness foundation course 3
Elective Social Awareness Elective 3
Elective Social Awareness Elective (200 level or higher) 3
*Cultural Enrichment — 9 credits required
Elective Cultural Enrichment 3
Elective Cultural Enrichment 3
Elective Cultural Enrichment (200 level or higher) 3
CAHS Core Curriculum Requirements or proficiency
CCHS 101 Orientation to Health Care
CCHS 102 Safety Issues in Health Care
CCHS 103 Clinical Skills or active DHYG license

20




EHSM 315 Epidemiology and Statistics (Allied Health Student)

Total credits:

122

Dental Hygiene Bachelor Program Requirements for Progression /
Graduation

A grade of a "C" or 2.0 is required for all courses on the DHYG check
sheet

A grade point (GPA) of a 2.5 is required while a student in the
program

A practicum field work experience must be completed in DHYG 491
An approved scholarly project must be completed during DHYG 499
Students who return to the University after an interrupted enroliment
(not including summer semester) must meet the requirements of the
curriculum which are in effect at the time of their return, not the
requirements which were in effect when they originally admitted.
Graduation clearance form complete: date advisor

Advisor signature:

Date:
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Program Description

The Dental Hygiene Program is proposing the implementation of an upper division on-line
Bachelor of Science Degree completion curriculum in Dental Hygiene. This degree would
build upon the existing degree. The degree expands the knowledge of dental hygienists and
prepares graduates for more extensive roles in the profession. Graduates from the program
will be prepared with enhanced technological modalities of practice, research,
communication, educational leadership, management and dental hygiene knowledge.

Career Options

According to the American Dental Hygienists’ Association (AHDA), the hygienist can work in
a variety of settings which may include: health maintenance organization or long-term care
facility, military base, school system, dental supply company, insurance company, university
or research center, veterinary center, government agency or another country. There is a
growing need for hygienists to fulfill the roles of educators, advocates, administrators, and
behavioral scientists for the profession to continue to be successful.

The purpose of the Ferris State University Bachelor of Science Degree completion program
in Dental Hygiene is to provide the educational foundation necessary for graduates to step
into expanding roles within the profession. The degree is also aimed at those who want the
option to move into a master level program (required for the proposed Advanced Dental
Hygiene Practitioner) or who want to strengthen professional skills in communication, ethics,
research, and evidence based practice.

Admissions

The program will admit licensed registered dental hygienists who have graduated from an
American Dental Association (ADA) approved and accredited associate/certificate dental
hygiene program. Following admission, an individual course plan will be developed. A
maximum of 40 credits from previous dental hygiene education will be accepted. Other
credits will be accepted based on transfer equivalency.

Progression and Continuation

Student progression in the baccalaureate dental hygiene program is determined
academically by maintaining a grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 and by achieving a
minimum grade of “C” (2.0) in all courses on the DHYG check sheet. Students must enroll
fall and spring continuously to be considered an active student in the program. Progression
includes graduation. A dental hygiene student may not graduate if he/she receives less than
a “C” (2.0) grade in the specified courses or less than a 2.5 cumulative grade point average.
Students will not be allowed to be repeat courses in the program. The student may progress
through the program either full-time or part-time. A practicum field work experience must be
completed in DHYG 491 and an approved scholarly project must be completed during
DHYG 499.






