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Act 132 of 
1970

Surveying Engineering Dept.
Ferris State UniversityFerris State University

RCB

Act 132

To provide for filing of surveys 
in the office of the register of 
deeds to land divisions; and 
to prescribe the conditions of 
the survey
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Act 132

Certified copy of survey may 
be recorded when

Lands are surveyed into 4 
parcels or lessparcels or less
More than 4 parcels when 
parcels ≥ 10 ac
Boundary survey were 
permanent corners arepermanent corners are 
monumented

Certified copy shall be 
recorded when

Purpose of survey is describingPurpose of survey is describing 
parcel in a conveyance of title

Act 132

Exceptions
Land platted in 
accordance with PA 288 
of 1967, as amended
Land previously 
surveyed on recorded 
and for which no change 

fin boundary from 
previously recorded 
survey is made
Surveys solely for 

t tifi tmortgage certificate 
purposes
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Act 132 – Survey 
Requirements

Survey performed and map 
prepared by Professional 
Surveyor in the state
Corner monuments – possessCorner monuments possess 
magnetic field unless previous 
monumented
Monuments capped showing 
license number of PS
Monuments at intersection of 
boundary or lot lines with 
highways, streets, alleys, section 
lines, & mender lines, and corners 
of PLSS from which parcel orof PLSS from which parcel or 
parcels are described

Act 132 – Map 
Requirements

Durable white paper:8 ½” x 14”
Lines – nonfading black ink
Scale no more than 1” = 500’
Scale shown on map
Certificate signed & sealed by PS
Clear concise description

Start with some corner marked &Start with some corner marked & 
established/reestablished in PLSS
Ratio of closure of latitudes & 
departures – within limits of 
profession
C tifi ti th t i t f lCertification that requirements of law 
met
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Act 132 – Map 
Requirements

Exterior boundaries of land along 
with lines leading to PLSS 
corner(s)
If l t i d d bdi i iIf lot in recorded subdivision –
exterior boundary referenced to 
existing lot corners & controlling 
monuments
If b d f ll / ll lIf boundary follows/parallels 
section line – line will be defined 
at ends by PLSS corner

Each corner duly witnessed to 
permanent object with kind of objectpermanent object with kind of object 
and bearing and distance shown on 
map

Act 132 – Map 
Requirements

Curved boundary – shall 
be defined by PC, PT, 
PCC, central angle, 
length of arc, degree of g , g
curvature, length and 
bearing of long chord

If boundary line shows 
bearing/length different frombearing/length different from 
recorded abutting plats or certified 
surveys, note shall be placed 
along line “recorded as (show 
bearing or length or both)”bearing or length or both)
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Act 132 – Map 
Requirements

Length/bearing of each line
Exact width of each street, 
highway, alley, easementg y, y,
Distance on boundary/lot line 
from point of intersection with 
meander line to apparent 
ordinary high water line ofordinary high water line of 
Great Lakes and to water’s 
edge of inland lakes & 
streams
North arrow

Administrative 
Rules

Accuracy of Survey
Boundary surveys made to 
delineate monument definedelineate, monument,  define,  
or  redefine property 
boundaries and limits shall be 
performed with an error of 
closure not greater than 1 unit g
for each 5,000 units measured  
or  stated.  Linear errors of 
closure up to 0.15 feet shall be 
deemed appropriate  on  
parcels of less than 750 feet 
total perimeter length.
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Administrative 
Rules

The information contained on a 
survey and drawing to be filed  
under Act No. 132 of the Public 
Acts of 1970, as amended shall 
include all of the following items:include all of the  following  items:

A drawing that includes the graphical 
and numerical scale used.
A north arrow.
Identification of all government 
corners and related witnesses.corners and related witnesses.
A description as required by section 
3(a) of  Act  No.  132  of  the Public 
Acts of 1970, as amended
A statement of the manner of 
bearing determination.
A certificate of s r e shall bear theA certificate of survey shall bear the 
surveyor's original signature and 
seal.

Certificate of Survey Filing 
Requirement of Act
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