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Celebrating National Charter Schools Week
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Robofest At George Crockett Academy

Students at George Crockett Academy proudly joined
a number of schools offering an explorative experi-
ence with robotics and computer programming. This
event, called Robofest, was created by Dr. C J. Chung
from Lawrence Technical University. Dr. Chung's
vision was to gather the world’s next generation of
scientists at an early age, and to present with an op-
portunity to have fun while learning. Fifth grade stu-
dents from GCA built a robot and then designed the
program that allowed the machine to accomplish a

specific task or mission. Students from around
the globe demonstrated their creations on April
23, 2005 at Lawrence Technical University. To
prepare students for next year’'s competition
George Crockett will be hosting a robotics camp
this summer.

Niels Andersen Honored For

Niels Andersen was recently honored for his service to
the Creative Technologies Academy. Mr. Andersen is
retiring from the Board after 7 years of service as a
founding member of the academy.

L to R: Esther Simpson, Neils Andersen,
Jimmie Rodgers, Dr. Roberta Teahen
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Northridge  Acad-
emy held its 2nd Annual Academic Fair with many
students submitting projects for display. The Fair
continues to grow and
attract interest from par-
ents and students.
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FSU Office Of Minority Affairs Establishes TOWERS Program

TOWERS is a program developed this year by the Office of Minority Affairs at Ferris State University. TOWERS stands
for Teaching Others What Establishes Real Success. The program involves students from FSU who have overcome adver-
sity in their personal lives to rise to academic success and leadership positions within the campus community.

Recently, students from the program have spoken to students at Benton Harbor Charter School, and Northridge Acad-
emy in Flint. “We're allowing students the opportunity to touch the lives of young people who will be leading our coun-
try one day,” said Dr. Raymond Gant, Director of the Office of Minority Affairs. “It’s difficult to undo opinions and atti-
tudes later on, we try to remind them to be the best they can be right now.”

Karyn Benner, Special Program Coordinator in the Office of Minority Affairs, reports that response to the program has
been “overwhelming.” “We have students from one school the group visited who are e-mailing TOWERS speakers on a
daily basis,” said Benner. “We have also received a number of phone calls from students looking to get in touch with
people who have spoken at their school. So many of our students relate the exact experiences these children are going

PAGE 3

through.”

Gant said that the program has been very successful in its first year but his office will not take any credit for its success.
“This is not about us, it's about sending a message for the future.” The Office of Minority Affairs is currently in the process
of developing a website for the TOWERS program.

Dr. Raymond Gant Addresses Students at Northridge Academy in

Flint

FSU Students Talk With Students at Benton Harbor

Marshall Academy Latin Students Qualify for National Latin Honor Society

The National Junior Classical
League is an organization of
Latin students from middle and
high schools across the United
States and Canada. Members of
the League who meet strict re-
quirements are invited to join
the National Latin Honor Society.

Marshall Academy is one of
only a small handful of schools in
the State to boast a middle
school Latin Club. Members of
the Marshall club attended a
Classical League conference at
Western Michigan University last
fall, and were the only middle
school students at the confer-

ence. Members had the oppor-
tunity to interact in events with
groups of high school and col-
lege students.

To be selected as members of
the National Latin Honor Society,
students must maintain a 4.0
grade in Latin class throughout
the year. Members must also
display genuine interest in the
ancient culture and language of
the Romans. Felicitationes
(congratulations) to these Mar-
shall Academy students!

Back Row: Martin Mees, Matt Kidder, Devin Mese-

car, Max Brundage, Michael Howrey, Latin
Teacher Heidi Hanley. Front Row: Katie Cape,
Mariah Banghart, Andrew DeBrabander, Brianna
Hammontree, and Charlie Hammontree.
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CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIES
BREAKS GROUND

Creative Technologies Academy in Cedar
Springs held a groundbreaking dedication on
April 4, 2005, for additions to its elementary
wing. Besides 8 additional classrooms, the
academy will be doing extensive renovation to
the existing structure. CTA is a K-12 school
with 280 students and is self-managed.

Remember To Save These
Dates:

e« June 27, 2005

CSO Summer Briefing at
Consortium High School (

Info to Follow)
« October 7, 2005
CSO Shining Star Awards

Celebration at Dearborn
INN | Info to Follow)

ESU Mission

Ferris State University will be a national leader in
providing opportunities for innovative teaching
in career oriented, technological and professional
education.
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