
From The Director’s Desk . . .       

 The end of spring and the 
start of the summer season denote the 
close of another school year.  This is 
the time of year many students are 
making plans to enjoy school proms 
and graduations, and are looking   
forward to the next phase of school.  

For those students who have yet to graduate and will continue to 
be enrolled in a Ferris State University (FSU) Authorized Acad-
emy, continue to keep your mind active over summer vacation.  
Visit your local public library and read something of interest.       
Congratulations to graduating seniors and their families.  The 
closure of this chapter in your life also marks the start of another 
episode.  Some of you will go directly to the world of work.  
Others, in one way or another, will continue their education.  All 
of you will continue to be lifelong learners.  You are also      
encouraged to keep active and read daily as you consolidate 
your plans for life after high school. 
 

Consistent with the Charter Schools Office (CSO)     
mission of focus on continuous quality improvement, we       
continue to raise expectations and FSU-authorized academies 
are responding to the challenge.  Two FSU academies received 
successful 36-Month Reviews by the CSO.  Six other academies 
received Reauthorization Reviews with appropriate feedback.  
All were recommended for reauthorization.  Congratulations on 
the successful academy reviews.  We are currently consolidating 
plans for next year’s academy reviews.  Three academies are 
scheduled for 36-Month Reviews and three others are scheduled 
for Reauthorization Reviews.  Please be reminded that applica-
tions for reauthorization are due to the CSO by  Monday,     
September 8, 2009.  We look forward to your efforts to meet 
this and all other requirements.  We recognize that much work 
and effort is required to establish an educational program that 
meets student need.  We know that each Academy has achieved 
success on some level of measure.  We also know that you    
recognize that much work remains to be accomplished.  With 
this in mind we encourage you to take this time away from your 
professional responsibilities to rest and enjoy your summer   
vacation.  We look forward to your return in the fall with      
renewed stamina and vitality. 
 

 

 

Lawrence V. Wells, Ph.D. 
Director 
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 It’s hard to believe that this issue marks 
the last of the regular newsletters for the       
2008-2009 school year!  It seems like only a few 
weeks ago when everyone was welcoming the 
start of a new school year - but the calendar does 
not lie.  A big part of the reason time moves so 
quickly for all of us in this field  is because there 
is ALWAYS something to do! Schools, whether 
charter, traditional public, or colleges and univer-
sities, are complex social institutions these days.  
In addition, the standards and expectations of  
performance, namely increased student learning, 
keeps going up.  And we strongly believe this is 
as it should be. 
 At the same time, however, we also       
realize that people occasionally need some “down 
time” to regroup, relax, and rejuvenate.  As we 
head into the last few weeks of the academic year, 
we extend our best wishes for a successful end to 
the year.  It is also our hope that all  staff who 
work in the FSU-authorized public school      
academies get an opportunity to get some of this 
R & R this summer.  We know this can be very 
difficult with the various summer programs, 
workshops, and committee meetings that are held 
during the summer.  In a very real sense the 
school year never really closes anymore, instead 
it “transitions” through stages. 
 All of us at the Charter Schools Office 
take this opportunity to thank each of you for 
your outstanding work with students this year.  
We realize that our office  would have no reason 
to exist without you, and your day-to-day contact 
with students and their learning is the MOST    
important  part of our movement.  As we have 
had opportunity to interact with so many of you 
during the course of the school year we continue 
to count ourselves fortunate to be involved with 
you at both a professional and often a personal 
level.                  
 

Have a great summer!   

Another Great Year  
Comes To A Close 

SPECIAL EXPANDED EDITION 



P A G E  2  F S U  C S O   V 7 ,  N 5  

 The CSO family was saddened to learn 
of the passing of Sr. Diane Hofman, school 
leader of Francis Reh Academy in Saginaw on 
May 10, 2009.  Ms. Hofman was a tireless 
leader who advocated for the well-being and 
care of disadvantaged youth.  Despite her seri-
ous illness, Diane continued to work on behalf 
of the Academy until just  before her death.  
Sister Hofman touched many lives in her long 
educational career, and she will be greatly 
missed by all those who knew her. 

Sr. Diane Hofman 

1945 - 2009 

In Memoriam 

CSO Holds 7th Annual Spring Briefing 

 On April 30th, the CSO held its 7th   
Annual Spring Briefing at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Dearborn.  Sixty-six people were in           
attendance including school leaders, curriculum   
directors, educational service providers and  
staff.  A wide variety of topics were discussed 

and the CSO received valuable feedback on 
some proposed programs.  Dr. David Hall, 
retired Air Force Brigadier General, served as 
our special guest speaker.  Thanks to all who 
attended this event! 

Ten-Year Award plaques were given to:  (L –R) New City 
Academy, Lisa Casteel, School Leader; Huron Academy, 
Rhonda Filippi, School Leader; Hope of Detroit Academy, 
Benny Cruz, School Leader; Conner Creek Academy-East, 
Chuck Meredith, Superintendent; Northridge Academy,     Dr. 
Nat Burtley, School Leader;  Joy Preparatory Academy, Fran 
Gardulescu, School Leader.  Back Row:  Benton Harbor    
Charter School represented by Dr. Sid Faucette of Choice 
Schools. 

Special Awards were presented to:  Huron Academy, Top        
Performer for 2007-2008 MEAP, award accepted by Sue 
DeCicco and Rhonda Filippi; Beating the Odds Awards,   
2007-2008 Conner Creek Academy-East, accepted by Chuck 
Meredith; Bridge Academy, accepted by Dr. Naji Jabber; and 
George Crockett Academy, accepted by Mary Lou Van     
Antwerp and Robert Warmack. 
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CSO and FSU Department of Humanities Host 1st Invitational Art Show 

 The CSO, in collaboration with the FSU-Humanities Department, held its first Charter High School Art  
Invitational May 4 – May 15th at the Rankin Art Gallery on the FSU Campus.  With 28 entries, the show was a 
great success.  A special thanks to Dr. Grant Snider, Humanities Department Head, and Ms. Carrie Weiss, Rankin 
Art  Gallery Director, for their assistance and support for this project.    

1st Place Winner:  “The Lone Stone”   
by DeVonte Carter, Allen Academy 

3rd Place Winner:  “My Hero”  by 
Tanisha Davis, Allen Academy 

Students from Consortium High School and 
CSO Academic Assessment Specialist     

Rebecca Shankland enjoy lunch 

2nd Place Winner:  “Untitled” by Sairi Hope 
Jolly,  Clara B. Ford Academy 

Internationally renowned artist and FSU faculty member Robert 
Barnum (far left) served as one of the Jurors for the Invitational 

CSO Director Dr. Lawrence Wells          
welcomes students and staff 
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Art Show - Continued 

Honorable Mention: Darrin Hardnett, 
Consortium H.S.   

Mr. T. Lewis, DeOntre Lewis, and CSO 
Associate Director Ron Rizzo prepare        

for lunch 

1st Place Winner: DeVonte Carter, Allen Academy 2nd Place Winner: Sairai Hope Jolly 
Award accepted by                             

Katrina Cutajar, Art Teacher 

Honorable Mention:  Brittini 
Ward, Consortium H.S. 

Honorable Mention: DeOntre Lewis, Consortium H.S.  

3rd Place Winner:  Tanisha Davis, Allen Academy.   
L to R: Dr. Grant Snider, Carrie Weiss, Tanisha Davis, 

Dr. Lawrence Wells 
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MEAP Reports Coming Soon 

The CSO has once again contracted with Central 
Michigan University to provide detailed individual 
school MEAP reports for the 2008-2009 school  
year.  The CSO also prepares data to be included 
in the reports.  The reports are currently in prepa-
ration and will be mailed soon. 

Past versions of MEAP reports can be viewed on 
the CSO website: ferris.edu/charterschools.  Click 
on the performance tab, you can select any report 
by school and by year. 

Scantron Workshop                             
To Be Held in August  

The annual summer Scantron Performance Series 
workshop is tentatively scheduled for August 4 & 5 
on the FSU campus.  This year will feature  novice 
and advanced sections of the Performance Series, and 
an ongoing section for those using the Achievement 
Series.  A specialist from Scantron Corporation will 
be presenting the advanced section.  More informa-
tion will be coming soon from Academic Assessment 
Specialist Rebecca Shankland. 

STUDENTS IN MICHIGAN’S PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS EXCEL                                     
BASED ON FURTHER 2008 MEAP ANALYSIS 

Charters outperform similar traditional districts on 27 of 28 tests; 58 charters outperform  
statewide proficiency average; record number of schools are                                      

“Beating the Odds” with at-risk students 

Lansing, MI – Further analysis of the 2008 Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) test results offers          
additional evidence of the strong academic performance of the state’s public charter school students in grades 3-8. 

The following are additional highlights from the 2008 MEAP test results: 

 Students in 58 public charter schools exceeded the 76.4% statewide proficiency average on all MEAP tests, and 38 
top-performing public charter schools exceeded 80% proficiency in all subjects. Canton Charter Academy tops this 
list with 94.1% proficiency in all tests.   

 Students in all public charter schools outperformed students in similar traditional districts* on 27 of 28 MEAP tests 
administered.   

 Public charter school students in Detroit outperformed students in the Detroit Public Schools on all 28 MEAP tests 
administered.  

 Students in public charter schools have shown steady and dramatic proficiency increases from 2005 through 2008,   
and the current proficiency scores exceed proficiency for students in similar traditional districts, shown in parenthesis   

            3rd Grade - ELA: 67.8% - 74.8% (72.7%); MATH: 79.6%-85.8% (82.5%) 

            6th Grade - ELA: 65.7% - 69.6% (64.2%); MATH: 46.9%-70.0% (65.3%) 

            8th Grade - ELA: 58.5% - 69.4% (61.9%); MATH: 45.5%-62.0% (57.6%) 

 63 public charter schools are “Beating the Odds” according to MDE for achieving over 60% proficiency in Math and 
ELA while having at least 50% of their students eligible for free or reduced priced lunch.  The top school, Martin    
Luther King, Jr. Education Center Academy, has 97.7% proficiency with 73.6% FRL eligibility.  

“We applaud our students, their parents, our dynamic teachers and those dedicated school leaders who are helping to 
transform and improve public education across the state.  This research proves that public charter schools are meeting 
their promise,” said Dan Quisenberry, president of the Michigan Association of Public School Academies (MAPSA). 

MAPSA supports President Obama’s call for Michigan to eliminate the legislative cap on public charter schools. 

Source:  MAPSA News Release 
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 Dr. Naji Abdul 
Jabber, school leader at 
Bridge Academy in   
Hamtramck, has recently 
received two prominent 
invitations to engage in 
scholarly research and  
dialogue.  He has been 
invited to Washington, DC 
to participate in the       
development of language     

curriculum templates for Project STARTALK.      
Dr. Naji has also been invited to be a Featured 
Speaker at the Michigan Association for Bilingual 
Education 2009 Conference held in Lansing May 
14-15.  Dr. Naji is a nationally recognized scholar 
of Arabic languages, and most recently, translated 
the entire Michigan Department of Education 
Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs) into 
Arabic.  Dr. Naji has served as school leader of 
Bridge Academy since its opening in 2004, and 
teaches Arabic at U of M. 

School Improvement Corner  

By:  Rebecca Shankland 

Academic Assessment Specialist 

Bridge Academy School Leader         
Receives Prominent Invitations 

Creative Technologies Academy            
11th  Annual Commencements 

 Creative Technologies in Cedar Springs held 
their Eleventh Annual Commencement ceremony on 
May 14,  graduating 26 seniors.  The CSO offers its 
best wishes to the new graduates! 

Core Assessment Team 

Assessment has become the driving force behind much of what we do as educators; thus, it is important 
that we have a solid understanding of assessment.  For this reason, it is a goal of the Charter Schools Office to 
come together with building administrators and curriculum directors of FSU authorized academies to create a 
working partnership where we can deepen our knowledge and understanding of assessment.   

 This summer we will be working on forming a Core Assessment Team (CAT) to focus on assessment 
built around the work of Rick Stiggins’ “Assessment of Learning and Assessment for Learning”.  The purpose 
of the CAT will be to engage in dialogue centered on assessment and problem solve with other administrators 
and curriculum directors.  The foundation for our discussions will be Assessment FOR Learning: an Action 
Guide for School Leaders, by Stephen Chappuis, Richard J. Stiggins, Judith Arter, and Jan Chappuis.  The CAT 
will meet several times throughout the school year both in person and via web based meetings.   

The CSO is very excited about the formation of the CAT and the opportunities it will provide to trans-
form the way we view and use district and classroom assessment.  It is our hope that all of our academies will 
have representatives participating in this learning, collaborative, and networking experience. 

Have a Great Summer! 



CPD 1020 E. Maple Street    
Big Rapids, MI  49307-1676 
 
Phone: (231)  591-5802   
Fax:  (231)  796-1448 
Email: rizzor@ferris.edu 

FSU Mission 

Ferris State University prepares students for successful careers, 
responsible citizenship, and lifelong learning.  Through its many 
partnerships and its career-oriented, broad based education, Ferris serves 
our rapidly changing global economy and society. 

CSO Mission 

The Ferris State University Charter Schools Office recommends 
authorization of Public School Academies and provides oversight 
focused on continuous quality improvement. 

Please Save The Dates! 
 

 The 8th Annual CSO Shining Star 
Celebration will be held October 2, 
2009 at the Dearborn Inn 

 

 The 4th Annual Fall Board Leader-
ship Conference will be held October 
23-24, 2009 at the DoubleTree Hotel 
in Dearborn 

Newsletter Takes Summer Off 
 

The CSO newsletter will not be   
published during July or August.  
We’ll be back at the opening of 
school in September.  Have a great 
summer! 


