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I .          Identification 
Name of Primary Applicant:           Sara Ansari                      
Members of Team:                          Danielle Voorhies 
                                                        Elizabeth Matthews 
                                                        Ehsan Setork 
RSO Collaboration:                        Future Scholars Ubuntu 
Extended Departmental Support:   Center for Global Studies and Engagement (CGSE) 
                                                         
 
Department:                                  Extended and International Operation 
Campus Address:                         410 Oak Street, ALU 113 
Telephone:                                    (231)591-2711 
E-mail address:                             ansaris@ferris.edu  
 
I I .         Event Title 

Nowruz - Persian/Iranian New Year Festival 
 
I I I .        Specific core value, strategic initiative, or goal related to diversity that the event will 
address.  
Core Values: Cultural Diversity, Collaboration, Excellence, and Learning                            
Strategic Objectives:  SO1- Foster better understanding of Iranian culture   
                                      SO2- Project a positive image of Iranian community 
                                      SO3- Ensure unity and friendship among community members and students 
 
IV.        Abstract 
 

Nowruz - Persian/Iranian New Year Festival is a 1-day festival that was celebrated on the 20th of 
March with visitors from all walks of life. This was the first time it was celebrated on a Ferris State 
University campus. 
 
Nowruz is a strong and unbreakable chain that connects several countries with diverse cultures, 
languages, and religions in different parts of the world that all once constituted the civilization of 
Greater Persia. All the Iranians in this great land, the Persian-speaking minorities in the U.S., 
Canada, and Europe; the people of Tajikistan and Afghanistan; and groups of people in 
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Armenia, Albania, 
and Iraq celebrate Nowruz annually and consider it to be one of their main national festivals. 
 
At this event, one beautiful and eye-catching Haft-Sin table was displayed in the IRC connector. Two 
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Persian students and community member explained the meaning and the symbolism of each item on 
the Haft-Sin table during the program.  

 

There was an introduction about Nowruz, its history, and an explanation of the Haft-Sin Table by 
Sara Ansari in one of the rooms in IRC followed by a presentation about Persian culture and its 
connection with nature by Dr. Shahram Parastesh, Iranian Scholar at Ferris. In the evening, Persian 
food was served to all attendees to give them a taste of the Middle East as well take part in a Nowruz 
custom.  

 

 



 

 
 
V.         Event Narrative 
 
Nowruz is an ancient Persian festival that has been celebrated for 2,500 years, when the mighty and 
powerful dynasty of Achaemenids ruled Great Persia, expanding its dominance all over the 
Mesopotamia and Far East. 
 
Nowruz is the name for the celebrations that observe the New Year for many Persian and Central 
Asian communities. The exact beginning of the New Year occurs when the season changes from 
winter to spring on the vernal equinox, which usually happens on the 20th or 21st of March each 
year. 
 
The festivities of Nowruz reflect the renewal of the Earth that occurs with the coming of spring. 
Activities that celebrate the arrival of Nowruz share many similarities with other spring festivals such 
as Easter celebrated by Christians, and the Egyptian holiday called Sham Al-Naseem, which dates 
back to the time of the Pharaohs. 
 
SO1 & SO3: The Nowruz festival enabled students to exchange their ideas about similarities of these 
festivities and learn more about other cultures and traditions. 
 
People all over the world celebrate Nowruz, but it originated in the geographical area called Persia in 
the Middle East and Central Asia. The distinct culture based on the language, food, music and leisure 
activities that developed among the many people and ethnic groups who lived in this area is known 
as Persian. Nowruz became a popular celebration among the communities that grew from these 
Persian influenced cultural areas. While the physical region called Persia no longer exists, the 
traditions of Nowruz are strong among people in Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Azerbaijan, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Canada and the United States. Therefore, it is a holiday that is 
celebrated by people from diverse ethnic communities and religious backgrounds. However, Nowruz 
is special and is known as a spiritual New Year in the Persian community. 



 

 
 

SO3: Nowruz festival was a great opportunity to give a chance to students from a few of the above 
mentioned countries to share their traditions and specific ways of celebrating this event with Ferris 
State faculty, staff and students; as well as Big Rapids community members. 

 
 
 

In Nowruz, Iranians living inside the country or those who are abroad would all try to reach a 

 
 
In 2009, Nowruz was officially registered on the UNESCO List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

te peace 
and goodwill. 
 
SO1 & SO2: Attendees learned more about Iran and Iranians far beyond what they have learned 
through the media. They will have the opportunities to meet Iranians, to give a face, and a cultural 
tradition/holiday, to what they have heard on the media (most likely negative). This fostered students 
to achieve a greater understanding and a positive view of Iran. 
 



SO1, SO2, & SO3: The Haft-Sin table was set for the guests in IRC in order to prompt numerous 
conversations about the ancient history of Iran and how Nowruz has and continues to be a time of 
peace, unity, and new beginnings by those who celebrate it in Iran and throughout the world. 

 
 
 

This Festival was the first Persian festival in the Big Rapids area which helped students and the 
community to learn about the Persian culture, understand and respect other cultures through 
education, and project an accurate and positive image of the Iranian community throughout the Big 
Rapids and Ferris State communities.  
 
To advertise this event, flyers were distributed around the university. There were four 3ft by 8ft 
banners standing in 4 different high-traffic locations on campus. Facebook invitations were sent to all 
international students and all members of the Ferris State International Facebook page and as many 
other pages as possible. The campus calendar and university wide emailing were utilized as well. 
Therefore, around 150 students and community members attended this festival. 

 
 

 



Timeline:  
The Haft-Sin table was displayed at 10AM when the pre-survey process starts. People were drawn to 
the extravagant haft-Sin table and once they approached we told them about our event and had them 
take a short 4-5 question quiz about Nowruz and the Iranian culture. The purpose of this quiz is to 
assess how much knowledge our community has about Nowruz and Iranian culture. By completed 
the quiz, they were entered into a drawing for a prize donated to our planning committee by the 
Office of International Education. We notified them that they must be present at the beginning of the 
event in order to claim their prize if they were selected. This helped motivate people to actually 
attend the event besides just handing out flyers and educating people in the hall about the event. At 
6PM the dinner was served and people got excited about the variety of new tastes from Middle East. 

 

Nowruz Quiz Results 
 
The people taking the quiz only had their own personal knowledge, press releases, and the items 
displayed at the table to reference when filling out these quizzes. The low scores on these quizzes 
quantify the need of the campus community to be educated about this topic. All of the topics 
questioned in the quiz, along with many more, were discussed during the presentations at the Nowruz 
celebration. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quiz Results: 
Total number of quizzes completed: 142 
 
Correct Answer and % Correct 

1. B  -‐  32%  
2. B  -‐  33%  
3. A  -‐  39%  
4. C  -‐  13%  
5. D  -‐  40%  

At 3:00PM, the event started by displaying the Haft-Sin table and presenting the items on table and 
their symbolic meanings. At 3:30PM, the first presentation (an introduction of Nowruz), started and 
continued until 4PM. The second presentation started after the 10-minute short film with famous 
Nowruz songs and pictures from Iran. The second presentation continued for 30 minutes and was 
followed by the dinner.  
 
 

 

 

 

Nowruz Quiz 
1. What  is  the  exact  meaning  of  Nowruz?  

a. New  Year                                  b.      New  Day                                  c.      Old  Empire                              d.      History  
2. How  many  days  is  Nowruz  celebrated?  

a. 7                                                                b.      13                                                          c.      15                                                            d.      21  
3. How  many  principle  items  need  to  be  on  the  haft-‐sin  table?  

a. 7                                                                b.      13                                                          c.      15                                                            d.      21  
4. In  what  year  did  the  U.N.  recognize  the  International  Day  of  Nowruz?  

a. 1967                                                  b.      1995                                                  c.      2001                                                  d.      2010  
5. Nowruz  is  an  international  holiday  celebrated  by  many  countries.  However,  which  country  is  

Nowruz  typically  associated  with  today?  
a. Afghanistan                        b.      Saudi  Arabia                        c.      Persia                                              d.      Iran  

    To  be  entered  in  the  drawing  for  a  prize,  please  provide  the  information  below:  
    Name:    ___________________________________________________________  
    Email:      ___________________________________________________________  
    Phone:    ___________________________________________________________  

  



VI.        Budget (Receipts are enclosed to this report) 

 

Nowruz Festival Budget (Around 150 attendees) 

 

Requested 
Grant Funds 

Funding 
 from 
other 

sources 

TOTAL 
BUDGE

T 

Gifts & Prizes $99.75 
 

  

FOOD  $1,121.06 $539   

PRINTING (Flyers, Small Posters, & 
Surveys, 450 color prints)  $45   
PROMOTION (For Banners: 4*$25          
Posters: 4*$ 26) 

  
$207 

 
 

SUPPLIES (I tems of Haft-Sin table) 

$279.19 
(91.85+72+5.99

+109.35) 
 

  

TOTAL $1,500  $791  $2,291  
 
Some links for the event assessment 

http://news.pioneergroup.com/bigrapidsnews/?s=Nowruz&x=0&y=0  
http://news.pioneergroup.com/bigrapidsnews/2013/03/20/big-‐rapids-‐celebrates-‐persian-‐new-‐
year-‐start-‐of-‐spring/  
http://news.pioneergroup.com/bigrapidsnews/2013/03/18/ansari-‐big-‐rapids-‐community-‐
invited-‐to-‐celebrate-‐persian-‐new-‐year-‐on-‐wednesday-‐go-‐beyond/  

  

 
Sara Ansari  
Research Project Analyst  
Extended and International Operation  
231-591-2711  
ansaris@ferris.edu 
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